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THE 


Iuife.of FREDERICK Ul. 
KING of PRUSSI4. 


HARLES FREDERICK Ui. the 
prefent Monarch of Pruffia, equally famed for 
his literary and military Qualities, is the eldeft 
Son of Frederick William by Dorothea, Daughter of 
George the firt, King of England. He was born om 
the 24th of Fanuary 1711, but of his Infant Yeasts, 
nothing remarkable has been tranfmitted tous ; the 
firft Inftance that rendered him remarkable was his 
Difagreement with his Father, who was of a violent 
and arbitrary Difpofition ; his Views were narrow and 
his Paffions vehement 3 was earneftly engaged in litte 
Purfuits, or in Schemes terminating in fome fpeedy 
Confequence, without any Plan of lafting Advantage 
to himfelf or his Subjects, or any Profpect of diftant 
Events. He was therefore always bufy though no 
Effects of his AGtivity ever appeared, and always eager 
tho’ he had nothing to gain. His Behaviour was to 
the laft Degree rough and favage: The leaft Pro- 
vocation, whether defigned or accidental, was returned 
by Blows, which he did not always forbear even to the 
Queen and Princeffes. 
ft was therefore no enormous Violation of Duty in 
the Son and immediate Heir of a Kingdom to differ 
in Opinion from fuch a King and fuch a Father, and 
even fometimes to maintain that Difference with de- 
cent Pertinacity. .A Prince of a quick and compre- 
hentive 
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4+ The Life of FREDERICK I. 
henfive Knowledge: muft find many Praétices in the 
Conduct of Affairs which he could not approve, and 
{ome which it would be difficult not to oppofe. 

The old King’s chief Pride was to be Mafter of the 
tallet Regiment.in Eurape, and accordingly collected 
from all Parts, Men above the common military Stan- 
dard. ‘lo exceed the Height of fix Feet was a cértain 
Recommendation to Notice, and to approach that of 
feven a Claim to Diftinétion. Men will readily go 
where they are fure of being carefled, and accordingly 
he had fucha Colleétion of Giants as: was perhaps never 
before feen in any Part of the World. 

To review this towering Regiment was hig daily 
Pleafure, and he was fo defirous of perpetuating it, that 
whenever he met a tall Woman, he immediately com- 
manded one of his Giant Retinue to marry her, that they 
might propagate Men above the ordinary Standard, 
and .become Heirs to their Father’s Accoutre- 
me nts. 

There was however no Crime in taking -Care of 
this tall Regiment, who made a fine Shew atan Ex- 
pence not much. greater, when once collected, than 
would have been beftowed upon comnton Men. But 
the military Paftimes of the old King were often more 
pernicious. He maintained a numerous Army of 
which he made no other Ufe than’to review and to 
talk of it; and when he, or his. Emiflaries faw.a Boy, 
whofe Form andSprightlinefs promifed a future Soldier, 
he ordered a-Kind of Badge to be put about his Neck 
by which h¢ was marked out for the Service, like the 
Sons of Chriflian Captives in Turkey, and his Pare 
ents were not permitted to initiate him into any other 
Calling. 
Chough this was highly oppreffive, it was not the 

tof his Tyranny. He had imbibed the Notion 
that to be rich was to be powerful; but had not Re- 
fiettion 
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fleGiion fufficient to teach him that Riches of a King 
fhould be apparent in the Opulence of his Subje&s 
He therefore rarfed exhorbitant Taxes on every Kind 
of Commodity and Poffeffion, and heaped up Money 
in his Treafury, from whence it was never iflued, 
How the Lands which had paid Taxes once was to 
pay it a fecond Time, how Impofts could be levied 
without Commerce, or Commerce carried on without 
Money, were Points which he never gave himfelf the 
Trouble to confider. Eager to {natch at Money and 
delighted to count it, he felt anew Pleafure at eve ery 
Receipt, and thought himfelf enriched by the Impover- 
ifhment of his Dominions. 

‘ It is not cafy to difcover which of'thefe particular 
‘TranfaGtions gave Difguft to. the Prince, or whether 
he was offended by fome Particulars of a domeftick 
Nature. But whatever was a Caufe of his Refent- 
ment, itrofeto fuch a Height, that he determined to 
Jeave both the Court and Te brrikabies of his Father, 
and feek an Afylum with fome kindred Prince. It is 
the general Opinion that he intended to come to » Eng- 
land, and live under the Proteétion of his Uncle, till 
his Father’s Death or Change of Conduct, offered him 
an Opportunity to return. 

But whatever his Defign was, He concerted with an 
Officer of the Army wh ofe Name: was Kalte, aPerfon 
in whom he placed the moft entire Confidence, and 


ce, a 
whom having chofen for the Companion’of his Flight, 
‘ie r 


he neceffarily trufted with the: preparatory NMeafures. 
It is impoffible for a Prince to leave his Country with 
the Facility of a meaner Fugitive, fomethi 
be provided, and fomething adjutted, pete wihethiet 
Kalte found the Agency of others neceflary,’ and con 
feq quently obliged to admit fome Abate (is the Se 
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Cret 3 whether Tie evity or Vanity. incited him to di 


burthen himfelf of a Trutt which h fwelled bis Bofom. 
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or magnify his Importance before a Friend or Miftrefs ; 
this is certain that the King difcovered the Secret of 
the Prince’s intended Flight, and both him and 
his Favourite before the Time fixed for their De- 
parture, were -arrefted and confined in different 
Places. 

The Life of Princes is feldom in Danger, the Pu- 
nifhment of theirlrregularities falls only on thofe whom 
Ambition or Affection combines with them. The 
King after cofifining his Son for fome Time, fet him 
at Liberty ; but poor Kalte was ordered to be tried 
fora capital Crime. The Court accordingly exami- 
ned the Caufe and acquitted him ; the King com- 
manded a fecond Trial, and forced his Judges to con- 
demn him. In Confequence of which Sentence, thus 
tyrannically extorted, he was publickly beheaded, 
leaving behind him fome Papers of RefleGion, made 
; in the Prifon, which were afterwards printed, and 
: among cthers an Admonition’to the Prince for whofe 
Sake he fuffered, notto harbour in himfelfan Opinion 
of Deftiny, for that a Providence is difcoverable in every 
Object around us. | 

‘This cruel Profecution of a Man who had commit- 
mitted no Crime, but by Compliance with Influence 
not eafily refifted, was not the only Aét by which the 
old King irritated his Son. A Lady with whom the 
Prince was fufpected of Intimacy, perhaps more than 
Virtue allows, was feized on fome Pretence, and by 
the King’s Order, notwithftanding all the Reafons of 
Decency and ‘Tendernefs that operate in other Countries 
and in other Judicatures, was publickly whipped in the 
Streets of Berliz. | 

At laft, that the Prince might feel the Power of a | 
King and a Father in its utmoft Rigour, he was, in 
1733. married againft his Confent to the Princefs 
Ehzabetha Goriftianad of Brunfwick Lunenburg Bact 

! e 








KING of Prussra. ° 
He indeed fubmitted to his Father’s Command, by 
marrying her, but without profeffing for her either 
Efteem or Affection; and confidering the Claim of 
parental Authority fully fatished: by the- external Cere- 
mony, obftinately, during the Life of his Father, kept 
from her Bed. ‘Thus the unfortunate Princefs lived 
about feven Years in the Court of Berlin, in a State 
not often feen, a Wife without a Hufband, married 
fo far as to engage her Perfon toa Man who did not 
defire her Aftection, and of whom it was doubtful 
whether he thought himfelf reftrained from the Power 
of Repudiation by an Act performed under: evident 
Compulfion. 

In this Manner the Prince lived fecluded from pub- 
lick Bufinefs, in Contention with his Father, in Alie- 
nation from his Wife: In this State of Uneafinefs, he 
endeavoured to divert his Mind from the uneafy Scenes 
that furrounded him, by Studies and literary Amufe- 
ments. “The Studies of Princes feldom produce great 
Effe&ts, for they draw with meaner Mortals, the Lot 
of Underftanding; and fince among many Students 
not more than one can be hoped to advance far towards 
Perfection, it is fcarcely to be expeéted that we fhould 
find that one a Prince; that the Defire of Science 
fhould overpower in any Mind the Love of Pleafure 
when it is always prefent or always within Call; that 
Jaborious Meditation fhould be preferred in the Days 
of Youth to Amufements and Feftivity, and that Per- 
feverance fhould prefs forward in Contempt of Flattery, 
and that he in whom moderate Acquifitions would be 
extolled as Prodigies, fhould exa& from himfelf that 
Excellence, of which the whole World confpires to 
‘fpare him the Necefiity. | 

(n every great Performance, perhaps, in every great 
Character, Part is the Gift of Nature, Part the Con- 
tribution of Accident, and Part the Effect of Affiduity 
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and regular Defign. The King of Pruffia was un- 
doubtedly born with more than common Abilities ; 
and he has cultivated them with more than common 
Diligence, probably from the Effect of his peculiar 
Condition, which ‘he then confidered as cruel and 
unfortunate. 

During this long Interval of Unhappinefs and Ob- 
{curity he acquired aSkill in the mathematical Sciences 
that juftly places him in the firft Clafs ; and his Skill 
in Poetry is fufficiently evident from the Specimens that 
have been tranfmitted to the Publick, and the Praifes 
beftowed on them byVoltaire, a Judge without Excep- 
tion.  Mufick he not only underftands but alfo com- 
_ pofes and performs on the German Flute in the higheft 
Perfection. 

But befides thefe Advantages, he may be faid to owe 
to the ig teats of his Youth, another lefs frequently 
obtained by Princes than Literature and Mathematicks. 
The Neceflity of paffing his Time without Pomp, and 
of partaking of the Pleafures and Labours of a lower 
Station, made him acquainted with the various Forms 
of Life, and with the genuine Paffions, Interefts, De- 
fires and Diftreffes of Mankind. Without this Help 
from temporary Infelicity, Kings fees the World as it 
were in a Mift, which magnifies every Thing near 
them, and bounds their View to a narrow Compafs, 
which few are able to extend by the mere Force of 
Curiofity, : 

Thus the King of Pru/fia brought to the Throne 
the Knowledge of a private Man; and of this general 
Acquaintance with the World may be found fome 
“Traces inhis whole Life. His Converfation is like that 
.of the other Men upon common Topicks, his Letters 
‘have an Air of familiar Elegance, and his whole Con- 
‘du is that of a Man who has to do with Men, and 
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who is not ignorant of the Motives that will prevail 
over Friends and Enemies. 

In the Year 1740 the old King was taken ill, and 
perceiving his Diftemper, notwithftanding all that the 
learned Phyficians could prefcribe, gained upon his 
Strength, grew at laft fenfible that his End was ap- 
proaching. He ‘therefore ordered the Prince to be 
called to his Bed-fide, and Jaid feveral Injunctions on 


him, one of which was to perpetuate the tall Regiment 


by continual Recruits, and another to receive his Wife. 
The Prince gave him a refpectful Anfwer, but wifely 
avoided to diminifh his own Right or Power by an 
abfolute Promife, and the King died without receiv- 
ing any Certainty with Regard .to the tall Regi- 
ment. 

Immediately after the Death of the old King, 
Frederick (Ul. afcended the Pruffian Throne, with 
great Expectations, which he has however furpafled. 
His Father’s Faults produced many Advantages to the 
firft Years ofhisReign. He had an Army of 70,000 
Men well difciplined, without any Imputation of Seve- 
rity to himfelf, and was Mafter of an inimenfe Trea- 
fure without either the Crime.or Reproach of raifing 
it. 

The firft Cares of every Wlan are always of a do- 

meftic Nature ; and the King being now freed from 
all Reftraint, determined to act towards the unhappy 
Lady who had poffefled for feven Years the empty 
Title of Princefs of Prujfia, worthy ‘of himfelf ; and 
accordingly, in the Prefence of his whole Court, receiv- 
ed her as Queen. 

Soon after his Refolution was known with Regard 
to the tall Regiment ; for fome Recruits being offered 
him, he rejected them ; and this Body of Giants, by 
being difregarded, mouldered away. 

His filial Behaviour to his Mother was always re- 
markable ; 
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markable ; few private Men treat their Parents with 
fo great Refpeét ; for he never approached her covered, 
nor without the higheft Expreffions of Reverence, 
He ordered fhe fhould bear the Title of Queen Mother 
and would never. fuffer her to addrefs him as dis. 
Majefty, but always ftile him Son. 

‘The Good of his People alfo claimed his utmoft 
Attention ; and he fhewed himfelfan Enemy to Ty- 
ranny wherever it appeared, for foon after his. Afcenfion, 
to the Throne, paffing in his Coach from Pot/dam 
to Berlin, a thoufand Boys, who had been marked 
out for military Service, furrounded him, crying out, 
Merciful King deliver us from our Slavery. He pro- 
mifed them their Liberty, and the next Day ordered 
that the Badge fhould be taken off. 

But his Care of the Goverment did not prevent his 
continuing to keep up that Correfpondence with learn- 
ed Men which he began when he was Prince, he even 
confiderably enlarged it. | 

It foon appeared that he was determined to govern 
with very little minifterial Affiftance ; for he took 
Cognizance of every Thing with his own Eyes, de- 
clared that in all Difputes between him and hisSubjeéts 
the publick Good fhould have the Preference, and one 
of the firft Exertions of his legal Power was to banifh 
the prime Minifter and Favourite’ of his Father, as 
one who had betrayed his Mafter and abufed his 
Truft. : 

Afcer this he declared his Refolution of granting a 
general Voleration of Religion, and that it was his In- 
tention to fupport good Men, be their religious Tenets 
what they would. 

There had. for fome Years fubfifted an Order in 
 Pruffia, called the Order for Favour, and which, ac- 
cording to its Denomination had been conferred with- 
out any Regard to Merit. ‘This the King confidered 

: as 
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a3 repugnant, to the Nature of all Orders, and there- 
fore conftituted another, which he called the Order for 
Merit, with, which he honoured thofe whom he con- 
fidered as deferving it. 

Nor was he unattentive to the Neceffities of the Poor 
ordering the Magittrates of the feveral Diftridts to be 
very careful to relieve their Wants, and if the Funds 
eftablifhed for that Purpofe were not fufficient, per- 
mitted them to make up the Defect out of the Revenues 
of the Town. 

The Advancement of Learning was alfo one of his 
firft Cares ; in Order to which he prevailed on the 
celebrated Voltaire and Afaupertuis to come to Berlin, 
and there eftablifh an Academy on the fame Plan 
as that of the. Academy of Arts and Sciences at 
Paris. 

But though he was very defirous of promoting the 
Setences in his Dominions, heat the fame Time de- 
monfirated tothe World, that literary Amufements 
would not withdraw him from the Care of his Kingdom 
or make him forget his Rights. His firft Tranfaction 
of this Kind, was the reviving the Claim of his Ancef- 
tors on Her/tal and Hermal, two Diftri€ts poffefled by 
the Bifhop of Lege. Accordingly he fent his Com- 
miflary to demand the Homage of the Inhabitants ; but 
they refufed him Admiffion, declaring that they would 
acknowledge no other Sovereign but the Bifhop. Ona 
this Refufal the King wrote a Letter to the Bifhop, in 
which he complained of the Violation of his Right, and 
the Contempt of his Authority charged the Prelate 
with countenancing the late Aét of Difobedience, and 
required an Anfwer in two Days. 

The Bifhop returned an Anfwer in three Days, in 
which the Prelate founded> his Claim to thefe two 
Lordfhips, on a Grant of Charles V. guaranted by 
france and Spain; alledged that his Predeceffors. had 
enjoyed 
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enjoyed this Grant above a Century, and that he ne- 
ver intended to infringe the Rights of Pruffia ; but as 
the Houfe of Brandenburg had always claimed that 
‘Tetritory, he was willing to do what other Bifhops had 
offered, to purchafe that Claim for an hundred thoufand 
Crowns. | | 

This his Prujian Majefty abfolutely refufed, and 
after publifhing a Declaration in which he charged the 
Bifhop with Violence and Injuftice, and remarked 
that the feudal Laws allowed every: Man an armed 
Force, heimmediately difpatched two thoufand Soldiers | 
into the controverted Countries ; where they lived at 
Difcretion, exercifing every Kind of military Tyranny, 
till the Cries of the Inhabitants forced the Bifhop to re- 
Jinquith the Lordfhips to. the quiet Government of 
Pruffia. 

‘This however was but a petty Acquifition, the 
Time was now come when the King of Pruffia was 
to form and-execute greater Defigns. On the gth of 
Ogtober 1740, half Europe was thrown into Confu- 
fion by the Death of Charles VI. Emperor of Germany ; 
by whofe Death all the hereditary Dominiens of the 
Houfe of 4u/?ria defcended, according to the pragmatic 
Sanction, to the eldeft Daughter, who was married to 
the Duke of Lorrain, at the Emperor’s Death Duke of 
Tufcany. 

But the Prince of Germany, on the Deceafe of the 
Emperor fell upon the 4u/frian Territories as on a 
dead Carcafe to be difmembered without Oppofition. 
And among the reft, the King of Pruffia, whofe 
Anceftors had always laid claim to Part of the Dutchy 
of Szlefta. 

Accordingly he immediately marched a powerful 
Army into that Dutchy, but at the fame Time, by a 
Manifefto, difclaimed any Defign of injuring the 
Rights of the Houle of Au/fria ; adding, that the Fear 
of 
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of being defeated by other Pretenders to the 4u/trian 
Dominions, obliged him to ‘enter Silefia without 
any previous Expoftulation with the Queen of Hun- 
ary. | 

: This Declaration was received by the Aufrians 
with Indignation ; but the King purfued his Purpofe of 
marching forward, and on the Frontiers of Silefa, 
made a Speech to his Soldiers, in which he told them 
that he confidered them rather as Friends than Sub- 
jects, that the Troops of Brandenburg had been always 
eminent for theirBravery,that they would always fight 
in his Prefence, and that he would not fail to recom- 
penfe thofe who fhould diftinguifh themfelves in his 
Service rather as a Father than as a King. 

The Civilities of the great are never thrown away. 
The Soldiers would ‘naturally follow fuch a Leader 
with Alacrity ; efpecially when they expected no 
Oppofition ; but Expectations are too often de- 
ceived. 

By thus fuddenly entering into a Province which he 
was fuppofed more likely to proteét than invade, he 
was foon Mafter of the greateft Part of it; but fuppof- 
ing the Inhabitants would ‘not fo eafily fubmit to his 
Goverment when the Army was withdrawn, he en- 
deavoured to perfuade the Queen to a Ceffion of Silefia. 
imagining fhe would readily yield what was already 
loft.. Accordingly he ordered his Minifters at Viexna, 
to declare, “* That he was ready to guarantee all the 
¢¢ Dominions of the Houfe of 4u/ffria : that he would 
** conclude a ‘Treaty with Aa/fria, Ruffia, and the 
maritime Powers : That he would endeavour that 
the Duke of Lorrain fhould be ele&ted Emperor, 
«© and. believed he fhould be able to accomplith it : 
<¢ ‘That he would immediately advance to the Queen 
** two Millions of Florins ; That in Recompenie for 
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<¢ all thefe good Offices he required her to cede Silefia 
** to him.” 

This Declaration was accordingly made at Vienna ; 
but the King foon after thought proper to moderate 
his Claim, and ordered his Minifter to hint that a Part 
of Szlefia would fatisfy him. 

The Queen anfwered, that though the King alledg- 
ed as his Reafon for entering Silefa, the Danger of 
the ujirian Territories from other Pretenders, and 
endeavoured to perfuade her to give up Part of her 
Pofleffions for the Safety of the Reft, it was evident 
that he was the firft and only Invader, and that till he 
entered in a hoftile Manner, all her Eftates were une 
moletfted, 

To his Promifes of Affiftance fhe replied, that the 
fet a high Value on the King of Pruffa’s Friendthip, 
but that he was already obliged to affift her againft 
Invaders both by the golden Bull; and the pragmatic 
Sanétion, of which he was a Guarantee; and that if 
thefe Ties were of no Force, fhe knew not what to 
. hope from other Engagements. With Regard to his 
Offers of Alliance with Ruffia and the maritime Pow- 
ers, fhe obferved, that it could never be neceffary to 
alienate her Dominions for the Confolidation of an 
Alliance formed for no other Reafon than to keep 
them entire. 

As to his Intereft in the EleCtion of an Emperor, 
the expreffed her Gratitude in the ftrongeft Terms ; 
but added that the Election ought to be free, and that 
it mutt be neceflarily embarrafled by Contentions faifed 
in the Heart of the Empire. With Regard to the pe- 
cuniary Afiftance propofed, fhe remarked that no 
Prince ever made War to oblige another to take Mo- 
ney, and that the Contributions already levied in Si/e- 
fia exceeded the two Millions offered as its Pur- 
chafe. ¢ 


She 
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She concluded with obferving that her Value for 
the King of Pruffia’s Friendfhip was fo great, that 
fhe was willing to purchafe it at any Rate, except that 
of difmembering her Dominions, and exhorting: 
him to perform his Part in the pragmatic Sanc- 
tion. 

The King finding Negociations were not attended 
with Succefs, pufhed forwards into Si/efia, and gave 
the World an Inftance, with how much Secrecy he 
could take his Meafures. When he called a Council 
of War, he propofed a Council in a few Words, 
all his Generals wrote their Opinions in his Prefence 


on feparate Papers, which he carried away, and: 


examining them in private, formed his Refolution 
without imparting it otherwife than by his Or- 
ders. 

His firft Attempt was to releafe the People from the 
Rents and Services they ufed to pay to the Clergy, and 
feize on the Eftates of the latter. He plundered the 
Convents of the Stores of Provifions ; and on the 
Communities complaining to him, he replied, °° That 
«* he had never heard of any Magazines erected by the 
6¢ Apoftles,” 

fablunea, one of the ftrong Towns of Si/e/a was 
the firft that oppofed his’ Prujfian Majefty’s Career 5 
‘But was foon taken by a Detachment from his Army 5 
though they foon after abandoned it for Want 
of Provifiéns, which the u/frian Huflars now 
every where in Motion were very bufy to intercept. 

But the taking of great Glaugaw, a large and well 
fortified City on the Borders of Poland, was at- 
tended with much greater Difficulty, and proved 
one of the moft remarkable Events in the ozefan 
War. | 

This Town had for feome Time been blocked up 
by the Prvfiaas, But as it was well fortified and 
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abundantly fupplied with Ammunition and Provifions, 
and defended by a numerous Garrifon, there was lit- 
tle Hopes of its furrendering in any reafonable Time. 
It was therefore determined to attack it by Storm. 
Accordingly on the 7th of Adarch 1741, at Night, 
Prince: Leopald of Anhalt Deffau, who commanded the 
Blockade, received from his Pruffian: Majefty, the 
proper Orders for that Purpofe,  purfuant to a Plan 
which had been previoufly  confulted with his .Ma- 
jelly. ' 

: The following Day was fpent in making the necef- 
fary Preparations, which being finifhed about; eight 
at Night, the Troops began to put themfelves under 
Arms, and reached, about ten, their feveral Pofts, 
which were fituated about a Mile from the Town. 
They did-not long continue there, but marched, with 
the greateft Secrecy and Silence to the Foot of the 
Glacis, which they reached by twelve, As foon as 
‘ all the Troops were arrived, and the Signal given for 
ns the Attack, the Troops advanced to the Palifadoes, 
f and leaping over them, threw themfelves into the 
Covert-Way ; at the fame Time {mall Detachments 
were difpatched every Way to difarm every Enemy 
they could find. 

The Pruffians were now.expofed, andthe Town 
alarmed by their Fire ; but this did not prevent them 
from defcending into the Ditch, and from thence,to 
advance to the Foot of the Rampart, which was thirty 
four Feet high, having a Slope of ten Feet, and ren- 
dered prodigious flippery by two Days hard Froft. 
They however foon furmounted all thefe Difficulties, 
and Prince Leopold with the Maregrave Charles, and, 
five or fix others, firit reached the Top of the Curtain 
where they were foon joined by a Battalion and four 
Companies of Grenadiers, one of which feized a Baf- 
tion on the right, while another did the fame “oy 
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jeft. They then found themfelves under a Neceflity 
of breaking down the Gate behind which the Generals 
Wallis, and Reyfki, had now pofted themfelves with 
their Grenadiers ; and who immediately on the 
Priffians making fome Holes in the Gate, faluted 
them with a Shower of Bullets, whereby four Men 
were killed on the Spot. But Prince Leopold cauling 
the Fire to be returned, General Rev/ki received two 
Wounds in his Belly, on which the Grenadiers fled, 
and Colonel Wallis was obliged to followthem. The 
Gate was now thrown open, and the Pru/fians pafled 
through it into the Town. At the fame Time two 
other Attacks were executed with the fame Vigour; 
and with the fame Succefs. 

In Attempts of this Kind, many Accidents happen 
which cannot be read without Surprize. Four Prujfian 
Grenadiers, who had climbed the Ramparts, miffing 
their own Company, met an -4u/?rian Captain with 
fifty two Men, they were at firft terrified, and thought 
of nothing but Flight ; but at laft, gathering Courage, 
commanded the Aujffrians to lay down their Arms; 
and in the Confufion and Pannick,. which had feized 
their, Enemies and doubtlefs magnified their Numbers, 
were unexpectedly obeyed. 

During the Time the Grenadiers were clearing 
the Ramparts, the Battalions entered. the “Town, 
through the Paflages made by the former,. and the 
whole Tranfaction was finifhed by one in the Morn- 

ing. 
“The whole Force of the Pruffians amounted to 
no more than four Battalions, and eighteen Companies 
of Grenadiers ; and their whole Lofs in the Action 
was only two commiffion Officers, three Subalterns, 
and thirty three private Men. All the Garrifon con- 
fifting of one thoufand and fixty-five Men, together 
with the Generals Wgllis and Rey/ki, were made 
Prifoners 
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Prifoners of War. During the whole Attempt no Dif- 
order happened, Murder and Plunder being both abfo- 
Jutely prohibited, , 

. The Pruffians found in the Place fifty Pieces of 
Brafs Cannon, and a great Quantity of Ammunition, 
together with the military Cheft, in which were thirty 
two thoufand Florins, 

Prince Leopold and the Marcgrave Charles received 
the Homage of the Nobility agd Burghers to his 
Pruffian Majefty, who was fo greatly pleafed with this 
Expedition, that he declared Prince Leopold General 
of Foot, and. wrote him a very handfome Letter on 
the Occafion, in which he highly commended the 
Valour of all. the Officers, adding that:as he fhould 
never forget their"pallant Behaviour, fo he would take 
all Opportunities of convincing them of his complete 
oatisfaCion. 

A few Days after the taking of Glaugaw, a Plot was 
dif¢svered for carrying off the King of Pruffia, and a 
Memorial was publifhed, in which the 4u/irian Court 
was accufed of employing Emiffaries and Affaffins a- 
gainft the King ; and it was alledged in direct Terms, 
that one of them had confeffed himfelf obliged by Oath 
to deftroy him ; which Oath had been adminiftred to 
him in the Aulic Council in the Prefence of the Duke 
of Lorrain. 

To this the 4uftrians anfwered, that the Charac- 
ter of the Queen and the Duke was too well known, not 
to deftroy theForce of fuch anAccufation ; that the Vale 
of the Confeffion was an Impofture, and, in hort that 
no Attempt either on the Life or Liberty of the Prujfian 
Kine had been made. 

But whatever was the real Truth, with Regard to 
¢his Attempt, it ferved to inflame both Parties, and 
the 4u/?rian Generals had Orders to give the Pruffians 
Bartle, be the Event what it would. Nor were 
thefo 
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thefe Orders received long before they were actually 
put in Execution. < 


Battle of Molwitz. 
On Monday, the roth of April 1741, the two 


Armies met at AZ/witz, about a Leaguesfrom Nei/s 5 
and about twoin the Afternoon the Engagement be- 
gan. The Aufirians at firft made the left Wing of 
the Pruffians, commanded by Lieutenant General 
Count Schulenberg retire. “But the King of Prujfia, 
on being informed that the 4u/rians were fuperior to 
him in Cavalry, had intermixed Grenadiers with his 
Horfe, whereby this Confufion was recovered. “The 
Attack on the right Wing was alfo very fharp; but 
lefs fo than that onthe left, ‘The Auffrians made 
feveral more Attacks, but being always repulfed with 
Lofs, they retired in good Order, about fix in the 
Evening under the Cannon of Neifs, leaving the Pru/- 
fians Mafters of the Field of Battle. 

The 4u/frians loft about four thoufand Men, killed, 
wounded, and taken Prifoners, andthe Pruffians had 
about fix hundred killed, and fifteen hundred woun- 
ded. , 

‘There was after this no Action of Importance, for 
the Au/frians retiring, abandoned Sylefia, which ina 
{mall Time fubmitted to the Conqueror. But his 
Pruffian Majefty irritated with Oppofition transferred 
his Vote at the Election of an Emperor to the Duke 
of Bavaria. 

But the Time at which the Queen of Hungary, 
was willing to purchafe Peace by the Retignation 
of ‘Silefia was not yet arrived. She had all the Spirit, 
though not all the Power of ner Anceitors, and could 
not bear the Thought of lofing any Part of her patri- 


monial Dominions to her Enemies, which the Opini- 
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on of her Weaknefs raifed every where againft 
her. 7 

In the Beginning of the Year 1742, the Eletor 
of Bavaria was invefted. with the imperial Dignity ; 
being fupported by the Arms of France, Mafter of 
the Kingdom of Behemia, and confederated with the 
Elector Palatine and the EleGtor of Saxony, who 
claimed Moravia, and with the’King of Pruffia, who 
was in Pofleffion of Szlzfa. 

Such was the State of the Queen of Hungary, prefied 
on every Side, and on every Side preparing for Refif- 
tance,. fhe yet refufed all Offers of Accommodation, 
fortevery Prince fet Peace at a Price which fhe was not 
yet fo far humbled as to pay. 

The King of Pru/fia-was among the moft zealous, 
and forward in the Confederacy againft her. He 
promifed to fecure Bohemia for the Emperor, and 
Adgravia’to the Elector of Saxony ; and finding no 

Enemy in the Field able to refift him, he returned to 
Berlin, \eaving General Schwerin te profecute his 
Conquefts. 

The Pruffians, in the Midft of Wintertook Olmutz, 
the Capital of AZoravia, and laid the whole Coun- 
try under Contribution. But the Cold hindering 
them from undertaking any ‘Thing further, they 
only blocked up the Fortrefles of Brin and Spiel- 
berg. 

In the Spring the King of Prufia came again into 
the Field, and undertook the Siege of Brin; but upon 
the Approach of Prince Charles of Lorrain, retired 
from befere it, and quitted Aoravia, leaving only a 
Garrifon in the Capital. 

The Condition ofthe Queen of Hungary was naw 
changed. She was a few. Months before without 
Money, without Troops, and encircled with Enemies ; 
the Bavarians had entered Ju/tria ; Vienna was threats 

ened 
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ened witha Siege :. and the Queen had abandoned it 
to the Fate-of War, and ‘retired into Hungary, 
where fhe was received with Zeal and Affecti- 
ons 

Voltaire has aflerted, thata large Sum was raifed 
for her Succour by voluntary Subjfcriptions of Engii/a 
Ladies. <Itis the great Failings of a ftrong Imagination 
tocatch greedily at Wonders. He was mifinformed, 
and was, perhaps, to learn by a fecond Enquiry, a 
Truth lefs fplendid and amufing. A Contribution 
was by News-writers upon their own Authority, 
fruitle(sly propofed. tended in.nothing. The Par- 
liament voted a Supely, and five hundred thoufand 
Pounds were remitted to. her. 
It hath always been the Weaknefs of the /u/friax 
Family to spend in the Magnificence of Empire, thofe 
Revenues which fhould be kept for its Defence. The 
Court is fplendid, but the Treafury is empty, and at 
the Beginning of every War Advantages are gained 
againft them, before their Armies can be aflembled 
and equiped. ) | 

The English Money was to the du/frians as a Show- 
er to a Field where all the vegetative Powers are kept 
una¢tive by a long Continuance of Drought: The 
Armies which had heen hitherto hid in Mountains 
and Forefts ftarted out of their Retreats, and wherever 
the Queen’s Standard was erected, Nations harcly 
known by their Names, fwarmed immediately. about 
it. An Army, éfpecially a defenfive Army, multiplies 
itfelf. The Contagion of Enterprize fpreacs from one 
Heart tosanother. Zeal for a Native, orDeteftaticn for 
a foreign Sovereign, Hope of fudden Greatnefs or 
Riches, Friendfhip or Emulation between particular 
Men,’or what are perhaps more general and powerful, 
Defire of Novelty, and Impatience of Inactivity, fill 
a Camp with Adventurers, add Rank to Rank, and, 
Squadron to Squadron, ‘The 
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The Queen had ftill Enemies to engage on every 
Side, but fhe had alfo Armiés ready to oppofe them ; 
thofe of his Prufian Maijefty occupied the adjacent 
Parts of Czazlaw, the moft fertile Canton in all 
Bohemia. It abounds with {mall Towns and Villa- 
ges very clofe toone another; and is watered on one 
Side by the Sazava, and on the other by the Elbe ; 
which greatly contributes to produce the extellent Paf- 
turages with which it abounds. 

The Prufians having thus abandoned Moravia, 
the Saxons, who had co-operated with them in: the 
Conqueft of that Province, which they expected to 
have kept themfelves, and feeing all Hopes of fudden 
Acquilitions defeated, and thé Province abandoned 
again to its former Mafters, left the Pruffiian Army 
as foon as it reached the Confines of Bobemia, and 
retired into their own Country. : 

The Queen of Hungary impatient to render her 
Arms fuccefsful in Bohemia, and depending greatly 
on the Experience of Count Konigfeck, who was then 
with Prince Charles gave abfolute Order to a& with 
Vigour ; and, "if poflible to bring ona decifive Battle. 
The Pruffian Army was fill in the Neighbourhood 
of Czazlaw, ahd divided into three Bodies : One was 
at Leutomiffel, under the Command of Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Feé?s ; the fecond at Chrudin, where his Pruffian 
Majetty had his Quarters; and the third between 
Czazlaw and Ryttemberg under the Command. of 
Lieutenant General Kalch/lein, | 

The Reinforcements were fcarcely arrived’ at the 
Pruffian Army, when his Majefty was informed, that 
Prince Charles of Lorrain was advancing towards Bow 
bemia, with a confierable Army. On this News 
being confirmed ; his-Majefty reaflembled his whole 
Forces at Gbrudin, and on. the 13th of May they 
entered the Camp ‘marked out for them on a 
ning Ground 3 the right Wing reaching to the 
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Village of Middlefrefh, and the left to the Rivulet of 
Ghrudimfka. On the 14th the Pruffians received Ad- 
vice that the 4u/frians were arrived upon the Banks 
af the. Sezava. The Magazines of the Prujfian 
Army were diftributed along the Elbe, in Places where 
the Communication was ealy by Means of a Bridge + 
But the Enemy made themfelves Matters of it, and alfo 
of Czazlaw. 
The King of Pruffia, who watched attentively 
every Motion of Prince Charles, fafpected that his 
Intention was to cut offhis Communications both with 
his Magazines, and alfo with the French then in Bo- 
hemia, commanded by Marfhal Broglia. 1 hefe Cire 
cumftances admitted of no Delay; and accordingly 
he lof no Time, but putting himfelf immediately at 
the Head of his Vanguard, which confifted of about 
ten Battalions, and twenty Squadrons of Dragoons 
and Huffars, marched directly to Herman/tadt, giving 
the Prince of Anhalt Orders to follow him the next 
Day, with the reft of the Army. As foon as the, 


Provifions were atrived, and he had chofen an advan-., 


tageous Poft upon arifing Ground, he went himfelf to 
reconnoitre the Enemy, from the Top of 2 little Hills 
where he diftinétly perceived a Body of Auftrianss 
which he gueffed to confift of feven or eight thonfand 
Men encamped at Willimow. The next Day that 
Body having difappeared, his Majefty marched for 
Ruttenberg, where he had a Magazine. His Defign 
was, if poffible, to gain a March upon the Enemys 
if they intended to continue their Rout to Praguts 
and to be at Hand to join the reft of the Army, if Oce 
gafion offered of giving Battle. 


Batile of Czazlaw, 


On the 16thin the Evening the Prince of Aubault 
fent his Maiefty Word, that the Enemy was in Mo- 
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tion, andthat feveral Deferters had declared to him, 
that Prince Charles had drawn out all his different 
Gatrifons, to reinforce his Army ; that it was their 
Vanguard which had appeared the Day before 3 but, 
taking the King’s Detachment for the Army itfelf, re- 
tired, during the Night, to the main Body; and that 
the next Day about Noon, the Auftrigns being re- 
united, had begun their March. Thefe Advices bes 
ing afterwards confitmed, his Majefty at five o’Clock 
inthe Morning of the 17th, gave Orders for his Ar- 
my to advance. The Enenty alfo decamped the 
Evening before, and was advancing behind Czazlaw 
in four Columns. His Pruffian Majefty being in- 
formed of this, fent Orders to the Princé of - Auhauit 
togainthe Height, to reinforce the firft Line of In- 
fantry, and to leave in the.fecond a fufficient Interval 
to place the ten Battalions*and twenty Squadrons, 
which the King himfelf was bringing up; and which | 
no fooner arrived, than they began to cannonade the 
Enemy. 

The ‘Pruffan Cavalry was drawn up upon the 
Height’ in fuch a Manner that they formed a larger 
Front than the 4u/frian Cavalry.’ The King ordered 
Lieutenant General Bodenbock to begin the Attack ; 
and the Shock of the Prujfian Cavalry was at firft fo 
violent, that thofe of the Enemy in'the firt Column 
Were thrown into Confufion. Count Ruttenberg pier- 
ced the fecond, and made two Regiments of Infantry 
in the left ‘Wing retreat. But a thick Duft which 
now rofe, hindered the Pruffians from taking the 
Benefit of this firt Advantage. The right Wing of 
the Pruffian Army, which had formed the Attack 
Gibbet-ways, was taken in Flank by a Part of the 
Auftrian Cavalry of the fecond-Column, which made 
it give Way : but, this Attack excepted, the fame 
Wing of the Pruffians had gained a confiderable 
Advantage 
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Advantage over the Enemy’s Cavalry’ on, the lefr 
Wing, during the Time that its Infantry, .which 
had made ahalf Turn to the Right, had fuccefsfully 
attacked the Village. of Sobs/i/fow, where two 
Battalions of the Regiment of Schwerin were pofted. 
The Cavalry of the left Wing of the Prujffians 
having returned to the Charge, the Regiments 
of Prince William, and of Waldau, pierced the fecond 
Line of the —4u/frians left Wing, and cut in Pieces 
the Regiment of Wertes. But the Pruffian Cavalrys 
being defirous of flanking the Enemy’s Infantry, 
weakened its Left, and by that Means gave the 4uf- 
trians an Opportunity .of advancing fome Squadrons 
of Dragoons, which took ‘the Pruffian Infantry, 
pofted on the other Side of Chotozio in Flank, This 
Infantry fuffered confidegably,/for the Zu/irian Gren- 
adiers, who advanced “Behind. the Cavalry, took the 
Village and fet it on Fire. “Fhe two Battalions who 
were obliged to abandon it, pofted themfelves in the 
Flank of the Infantry, which then redoubled its Fire ; 
and the 4u/frian Cavalry being no longer able to op- 
pofe fuch powerful Attacks, the King of Pruffia ad~ 
vanced with the whole right Wing of the pnfantry, 
by which Means the Fire became fo hot-on this Side, 
that the Enemy being unable to recover themfelveg 
from the Diforder into which they-.were thrown, 
were obliged to fly before the victorious Pruffians. 
What contributed to avgment this~Diorder was 
an Aétion of the Pruffian Huflars, who shaving ,at- 
tacked the Infantry of the fecond Line or the da/irians 
it was obliged to form a hollow Square, and being as 
it were wedged in by this Pofition, it fuffered equally 
on all Sides. Three or four Squadrons ftaod as yet 
firm on the Side of Czuz/aw, but retired on the ap 
proa ch of the King of Pruffia to attack therm 3 for that 
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the Fire, withan Intrepidity, that his Courtiers trembled 
for his Safety. | 

This Vidtory was the more glorious for the King 
of Pruffid, as the Au/firians' fought with the greateft 
Bravery ; their right Wing had repulfed three'different 
Times the right Wing of the Pruffians, without the 
leaft Sign of Confufion, after having made them recoil 
as far a5 Chotowitz, and fet Fire to that Village, 
Prince Charles; who obferved every Motion with the 
greatelt Attention, did every Thing that was poffible 
for a Gereral to do ; but his difadvantageous Situa- 
tion contributed to the Defeat of his Troops, which 
he could not rally, on Account of the incommedious 
Nature of the. Ground. The Prince expofed himéelf 
fo often during the Action, that he feveral Times nar- 
rowly efcaped. being killed or taken Prifoner. 

This Victory, though very glorious to the Pruffane, 
was dearly bought, their Army was much weakened, 
efpecially their Cavalry, which fuffered extremely. 
Peace is eafily made when it is neceflary to both Par- 
ties ; and the King of Pruffia had - Reafon to believe 
that the 4u/?frians were not his only Enemies. When 
he found Prince Charles advancing, he fent to Broglio 
for Afiftance, and was anfwered, ** That he rhuft 
have Orders from Verfailles.” Such a Defertion of 
his nioft powerful Ally difconcerted him, but. the Battle 
was unavoidable. 

When the Prufians were returned to their Camp, 
the King heating that an 4u/frian Officer was brought 
in mortally wounded, had the Condefcenfion to vifit 
him, ‘The Officer ftruck with this Aét-of Humanity 
faid after a fhort Converfation, ** I fhould die, Sir, 
** contentedly after this Honour, if l might firt fhew 
** ny Gratitude to your Majefty, by informing you 
** with what Allies you are.now united ; Allies whofe 
* {ole {nteniion is to deceive you.” ‘Fhe King ap- 
} pearing 
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pearing to fufpect this Intelligence.  ‘* Sir, faid the 
“© Officer, if you will permit me to fend a Mef- 
“ fenger to Vienna, 1 believe the Queen will not re- 
<6 fufe ‘to tranfmit an. intercepted Letter now in 
“ her Hands, which will put the Matter beyond 
ss Difpute.” 

The Meffenger was fent, and the Letter tranfmitted, 
which contained the Orders fent to Broglio, who was 
rft, forbidden to mix his Troops on any Occafion 
with the Pruffians. adly, He was ordered to act 
always at a Diftance fromthe King. gdly, To keep 
always a Body of twenty thoufand Men to obferve the 
Pruffian Army. 4thly, To watch very clofely the 
Motions of the King, for Reafons of the laft Impor- 
tance. © sthly, To hazard nothing but to’ pre- 

tend Want of Reinforcements, or the Abfence of 
Bellifle. 

The King now with great Reafon confidered him- 
felf as difengaged from the Confederacy, being de- 
fetted by the Saxons, and betrayed by the French ; 
he therefore accepted the Mediation of his Britannick 
Majefty, and in three Weeks after the Battle of Czaz- 
Jaw concluded a Peace with the Queen of Hungary, 
by which fhe granted to him not only the upper and 
lower Silefa, except the Principality: of Fe/chen and 
Trappau,but alfo the Principality of Glatz in Bohemia. 
The King, on his Part, engaged to obferve a perfect 
Neutrality during the War, and took upon himfelf 
to'pay the Sum due to the Engli/p Merchants, Prin- 
cipal and Intereft, on Account of the Mortgage 
made Fanuary 10, 1735; on Silefia, by the late km- 
eros. 

This Treaty of Peace with the Queen of Hungary 
was one of the firft Proofs given by the King of Prujia 
of the Secrecy of his-Councils.  Ballifle, the French 
General was with him inthe Camp as a Friend and 
Coadjutor 
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Coadjutor im Appearance, but in Reality a Spy and 
Writer of Intelligence. Men who have great Confi- 
dence in their own Penetration, are often by that 
Confidence deceived, ; they imagine that they can 
pierce through all the Involutions of, Intrigue with- 
out the Diligence neceflary to weaker Minds, and 
therefore fit idle and fecure ; they believe that none 
can hope to deceive them, and therefore that none 
will venture to make the Experiment. Bellifle, with 
all his Reputation of Sagacity, though he was in 
the Prujffian Camp, gavé every Day frefh Affurances 
of the King’s Adherence ta the Allies, while Broglie, 
who commanded the Army at a Diftance, difcovered 
fufficient Reafons to fufpeét his Defertion, Broglia 
was flighted, and Belliffe believed, till on the 11th of 
gone Treaty was figned, and the King declared his 

efolution of obferving a Neutrality.. This is one of 
the great Performances of Policy which we agreed to 
celebrate and admire. 

The King of Pruffia having thus obtained Silefa, 
returned to his own Capital, where he applied himfelf 
to relieve the Wants, and augment the Commerce of 
of his Subjects ; reformed the Laws, forbid . the 
Torture to Criminals, concluded a defenfive Alliance 
with England, and applied himfelf to the Augmentation 
of his Army. 

To enlarge Dominions has been the Boaft of many 
Princes ; to diffufe Happinefs and Security through 
wide Regions bas been granted to few. The King 
of Pruffia has afpired to both thefe Honours, ,and 
endeavoured to unite the Glory of a Legiflator to that 
of a Conqueror. 

To fettle Property, to fupprefs falfe Claims, and to 
regulate the Adminiftration ofcivil and criminal Juf- 
tice, are Attempts fo dificult and ufeful, that an Ac- 
count 
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count of his Pruffian Majefty’s Attempts of this Kind 
muft not be omitted. ose 

It is abundantly evident that the King has confider= 
ed the Nature and Reafons of Law, from his Dz/- 

fertation on the Reafins for enacting and repealing Lawse 
Many of his Obfervations are ftriétly juft and really 
ufeful; and a candid Reader muft obferve, that he 
appears always propenfe to the Side of Mercy. ‘ If 
<< a poor Man, fays he, fteals through Neceffity, 2 
« Watch, or afew Pieces from one to whom the 
& WLofs is inconfiderable, is this a fuficient Reafon for 
«© condemning him to Death ? 

He regrets that the Laws againft Duels have proved 
ineffeQtual, and is of Opinion thit they can never 
attain their End, unlefs the Princes of Europe fhall 
agree not to afford an Afylum to Duelifts, and to 
punifh all who fhall infuit their Equals. either by 
“Word, Deed, or Writing. He feems indeed to fuf= 
pect this Scheme of being chimerical. ‘* Yet why, 
s¢ fays be, fhould not perfonal Quarrels be fubmitted 
to Judges, as well as Queftions of Pofleffion ;, And 
6¢ why fhould not a general Congrefs be appointed 
é for the general Good of Mankir«! “ as weil as for 
« {o many’ Purpofes of lefs Importance.” 

It is perhaps impoffible to review the Laws of any 
Country without difcovering many Defects, and many 
Superfluities. Laws often continue when their Rea- 
fons have ceafed. Laws made for the firft State of 
Society continue unabolifhed, when, the general Form 
of Life is changed. Parts of the judicial. Procedure, 
which were at firft only accidental, become in Time 
eflential ; and Formalities are accumulated on each 
other, till the Art of Littigation requires more Study 
than the Difcovery of Right . 

The King of Prajfia examining the Conftitutions 
ef his own Country, thought them fuch as could only 
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be. amended by a general. Abrogation, and the Ef. 
tablifhment of a new Body of Law, to which he gave 
the Name of the Cope FREDERICK, which is com- 
prized in one Volume of no great Bulk, and muft 
therefore unavoidably contain general Pofitions, to be 
accommodated to particular Cafes by the Wifdom and 
Integrity of the Courts. To embarrafs-Juttice by 
Multiplicity of Laws, or to hazard-it by Confidence 
in Judges, feem to be the oppofite Rocks on which 
all civil Inftitutions have been wrecked, and between 
which legiflative Wifdom has never yet found an open 
Paffage. 

Of this new Syftem of Laws, contraéted asit is, a 
full Account. cannot be expected here ; but that 
Curiofity may not be difmiffled without fome Gratifi- 
cation, the following Epitome of his Majefty’s 
Plan for the Reformation of bis Courts, has -been 
drawn up. 

The Differences which arife between Members of 
the fame Society may be terminated by a voluntary 
Agreement between the Parties, by Arbitration, or by 
a judicial Procefs, . 

The two firft, Methods produce more frequently 
- a temporary Sufpenfion of Difputes than a final Ters 
mination. * Courts of Juftice are therefore neceflary, 
with a fettled Method of Procedure, of which 
the moft fimple is to cite the Parties, to hear 
their Pleas, and difmifs them with immediate De- 
cifion. 

This however is in many Cafes impratticable, and 
in others is fo feldom praétifed that it is frequent ra- 
ther to incur Lofs than to feek for legal Repa- 
ration, by entering a Labyrinth of which there is no 
End. 

This Tedioufnefs of Suits keeps the Parties in Dif- 
quiet and Perturbation, roufes and perpetuates Ani- 
mofities, 
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imofities, exhaufts the Litigants by Expence, retards 
the Progrefs of their Fortune,and difcourages Strangers 
from fetling. | 

Thefe Inconveniencies, with which the beft regu- 
lated Polities of Europe are embarrafled, mutt be re- 
moved not by the total Prohibition of Suits, which 
is impoffible, but by Contraction of Proceffes ; by 
Opening an eafy Way for the Appearance of Truth, 
and removing all Obftrutions by which it is con- 
cealed. 

The Ordinance of 1667. by which Lewis XIV. 


eftablifhed an Uniformity of Procedure through all his’ 


Courts, has been confidered as one of the greateft Be- 
nefits of his Reign. 

The King of Pruffa obferving that each of his 
Provinces had a different Method of judicial Proce- 
dure, propofed to reduce them all to one Form, which 
being tried with Succefs in Pomerania,’ a Province 
remarkable for Contention, he afterwards extended to 
all his Dominions, ordering the Judges to inform him 
of any Difficulties which arofe from it, 

Some fettled Method is neéceffary in judicial Pro- 
cedures. Small and fimple Caufes might be decided 
upon the oral Pleas of the two Parties appearing be- 
fore the Judge : But many Cafes are fo entangled and 
perplexed, as to require all the Skill and Abilities 
of thofe who devote their Lives to the Study of the 
Law.. 

Advocates, or Men who can underftand and exe 
plain the Queftion to be difcuffed, are therefore ne- 
cellary. But thefe Men inftead of endeavouring to 
promote. Juftice and difcover Truth, have exerted 
their ‘Wits in the Defence of bad Caufes, by Forgeries 
of Facts and Fallacies of Argument. 

To remedy this Evil the King has ordered an In- 
quiry into the Qualifications of the Advocates, ° All 
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thofe who practife without’ a regular Admiffion, or 
who can be convicted of difingenuous. Praétice ‘are 
difcarded. And the Judges are commanded to ex- 
amine which of the Cauifes now.depending Have been 
protracted by the Crimes and Ignorance of the 
Advocates, and. to. difmifs: thofe: who fhall appear 
culpable. 

When Advocates are too numerous to live by honeft 
Practice, they bufy themfelves. in excite Difputes, 
and difturbing the Community ; the Number of 
thefe to be employed: in. each Court: is therefore 
fixed. : 

The Reward of the Advocates is fixed with due 
Regard to the Nature of the Caufe; and the Labour 
yequired, but not a Penny is: received: by then till 
the Suit is ended, that it may be their Intereft, 
as well as that of the Clients, to fhorten the: Pro- 
cefs. 

No Advocate is, admitted: in:petty. Courts, {mall 
‘Towns, or Villages ; where. the Poverty of the 
People, and for the moft: Part the low Value.of the 
Matter contefted, make Difpatch abfolutely neceflary. 
Tn thofe Places the Parties fhall appear in Perfon, and 
the Judge make. a fummary Decifion. 

There muft be likewife, allowed’a' Subordination: of 
‘Fribunals, and a.Power of Appeal. No Judge is 
fo. {kilful and attentiveas not. fometimes toerr. Few 
are fo honeft as not fometimes to be partial. Petty 
Judgés. would, become: infupportably~ tyrannical, if 
they were not reftrained by. the Fear of a fuperior 
Judicatory and: their Decifions would be negligent 
or arbitrary, if they, were. notin. Danger of: feeing 
them examined and cancelled. 

The Right of Appeal muft be reftrained, that 
Caufes may not be transferred without End from Court 
to 
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to Court ; and 2 peremptory Decifion muft at laft be 
made. 

When an Appeal is made to a higher Court, the 
Appellant is allowed only four Weeks to frame his 
Bill, the Judge of the lower Court being to tranfmit 
to the higher all the Evidences and Informations, 
If upon the firft View of the Caufe thus opened, it 
fhall appear that the Appeal was made without juft 
Caufe, the firft Sentence fhall be confirmed without 
Citation of the Defendant. If any new Evidence 
fhall appear, or any Doubts arife, both the Parties fhall 
be heard. 

In the Difcuffion of Caufes Altercation muft be al- 
towed 5 yet to Altercation fome Limits muft be put. 
There are therefore allowed a Bill, an Anfwer, 
a Reply, anda Rejoinder, to be delivered in Writ- 
ing. 

No Caufe is allowed to be heard in more than 
three different Courts. To further the firft Decifion, 
every Advocate is enjoined under fevere Penalties not 
to begin a Suit till he has colleéted all the neceflary 
Evidence. If the firft Court has decided in an unfa- 
tisfactory Manner, an Appeal may be made to the 
fecond, and from the fecond to the third. The 
ProcefS on each Appeal is limited to fix Months, 
The third Court may indeed pafs an erroneous Judg- 
ment, and then the Injury is without Redrefs. But 
this. ObjeGtion is without End and therefore with- 
out Force. No Method can be found. of prefery- 
ing Humanity from Error, but of Conteft there 
muft fometimes be an End.; and he who thinks him- 
felf injured for. Want of an Appeal to a fourth 
Court, muft confider himfelf as fuffering for the Pube 
lick. 

There is a Special Advocate appointed for the 


Poor, 3 
The 
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The Attornies who had. formerly the Care of col~ 
leéting Evidence, and of adjufting all the Preliminaries 
ofa Suit, are now totally difmiffed ; the whole Affair 
is put into the Hands of the Advocates, and the Office 
of an Attorney is annulled for ever. 

If any Man is hindered by fome lawful Impediment 
from attending his Suit,“T'ime will be granted him up- 
on the Reprefentation of his Cafe. 

Such is the Order according to which civil Juttice 
is adminiftered through the extenfiye Dominions of 
the King of Pruffia which, if it exhibits nothing 
very fubtle or profound, affords one Proof more that 
the Right is eafily difeovered, and that Men do not 
fo often want Ability to find, as Willingnefs to prac- 
tile it. | 

Having given this.fhort Account of his Majefty’s At- 
tempt to reform the Laws of his Country, we fhall now 
return to the War.» . 

The Queen of Hungary being thus entangled on 
one Side, and freed from the moft formidable of her 
#nemies, foon perfuaded the Sexons to follow the 
Steps of the King of Pruffia, and embrace the Offer 
of Peace. After which fhe took Pofleffion of Bavaria, 
crove the Emperor after all his imaginary Conquefts, 

“wto the. Shelter of a neutral Town, where he was 
treated as a Fugitive, and the French driven fucceflively 
from all their Conquefts in Bohemia. 

Marfhal Broglio, as foon as he was convinced that 
the King of Pruffia, had made a Peace with the Queen 
of “Hungary, lett Fravenberg, and direed his March 
to Pyfeck, from whence he fent Orders for reaflembling 
all the French and Bavarian Troops, which were 
{cattered up and down in different Quarters ; and all 
together compofed an Army of twenty thoufand Men, 
including the ‘Troops under the Command of Mefs. 
Houflers and Aubigny, .The former he left at Grz- 
: NAW, 
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wav, and the other at Them, about five Leagues 
from Py/eck, and two from Fravenberg 5 with Orders 
to prepare themfelves for a vigorous Defence in Cafe 
they were attacked. By thefe Precautions he hoped 
to remain in Quiet till the Recruits he expected from 
France, arrived ; and upon Advice that twelve thou- 
fand Men were advanced to the Neighbourhood, he 
determined, to meet them, intending afterwards to 
return and take Poft.in the Neighbourhood of fra- 
venberg. - 

Thefe Difpofitions were as well concerted, as the 
prefent Conjunéture would admit,; but they failed of 
the defired Succefs ; for Prince Charles had ufed fuch 
Diligence, that his Vanguard appeared upon the 
Moidau when they leaft expe&ed him... M. d’ Zudigny 


/ 


30t having Time to make any Difpofition for the 
leaft Defence, was obliged to abandon Thein, and to 
repa(s the River, in Order to fave his Detachment, 
witheut having Time even to break down the Bridge, 
fo clofely was he purfued by the Huffars. M. de 
Bouflers, who was alfo obliged to abandon Cruzaw, 
retired to Pracholitz, and from thence to Py/eck, where 
the Grofs of the Army were encamped; but not 
without the Lofs of his Cannon, Bageage, and 
the greateft Part of his Detachment being cut to 
Pieces. 

Prince. Charles, after he had pafled the Moldau 
with his whole Army,'marched in two Columns, in 
Hopes. of finding the French Troops ; but Marfhal 
Broglia, informed of his Motions, and having but 
twelve thoufand Mento oppofe to above forty thoufand, 
divided. his Army into three Bodies, of four thoufand 
each. He then pafled a Rivulet, betwixt the Enemy 
and him; and ranging his Men in Order of Baitle, 
feemed difpofed to hazard an Engagement with Prince 
Charles. So bold a Step in Prefence of a formidable 
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Enemy, not only encouraged. his own Soldiers, ‘but 
alfo. made the Enemy cautious ; for though the 
appeared on the oppofite Bank of the Rivulet, 
and even crofled it, the ufiyian General did not 
think proper to attack them ; fo that they only can- 
nonaded each other, and fkirmifhed, during the whole 
Day. | 

Night coming on, the French General took the 
Advantage of it, to eal a March upon the Enemy « 
he decamped without Noife, and marched with all 
poflible Diligence for fix Days, and on the feventh, 
arrived before Sun-fet before Py/cck ; from whence he 
immediately departed, leaving in it a Garrifon of 
twelve hundred Men. Prince Charles however came 
up*the next Day and took it, as alfo Pilfen 5 after 
which he continued his March towards Prague, in Pur- 
fuit of Marfhal Broglia. 

Though the French Army was encamped in the 
moft advantageous Manner under the Cannon of 
Prague, yet it was reduced to fuch a State, that there 
was ‘no Need fora Spirit of Prophecy to foretel that 
it muft foon yield to. fuperior Force, and receive 
fuch ‘Terms as the Conqueror fhould think fit to im- 
pofe, : 

The Queen of Hungary was withdrawing her 
Troops outof Silefia, and m arching them into Bohemia: 
all the Paflages leading from France and Bavaria, 
were fhut againft Men and Provifions ; and all Com- 
munication with Saxony cut-off. Thefe Inconveni- 
ences induced the Court of France to fend full Powers 
to the two Generals to treat of an Agreement, with 
Nefpec&t to Bohemia ; but the Auftrian Generals re- 
jecting all Propofals, the Befieged prepared to make 
a vigorous Defence. . The French Army within, and 
encamped without the City, amounted to about twenty 
two thoufand Men, 


The 
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The Month of Fuly was then beginning,and though 
fome Paffage to Prague were ftill open, Provifions 
were monftroufly dear. Marfhal Broglio made: alf 
neceflary Preparations for a vigorous Defence ; and 
all the Officers of his Army, exafperated at the Pro- 
ceedings of the Au/frian Generals, determined to de- 
fend themfelves to the laft Extremity. In order to 
prevent all Inconveniencies from the Intelligence which 
the Auftrians might have with the Inhabitants, they. 
were difarmed, Guards placed: all over the Town, 
and their moft valuable Effects carried into a Church, 
as Pledges of their Conduct; a little Fortrefs was alfo 
built for further Security, and feveral Redoubts mounted’ 
with Cannon. 

The grand Duke who arrived’ at the Camp before 
Prague, gave Orders for haftening the Works of the 
Siege, for which an\immenfe Artillery was brought 3 
and onthe 28th of July the Place was invefied on 


all Sides. The Befieged made feveral Sallies, which. 


were not favourable to them; and the Scarcity’ of 
Provifions was an equal if not a greater Perplexity 
than all the Difpofitions of the Befiegers. .M. de Sec- 
bellis, who was. Purveyor ofthe Army, had taken 
fuch wife Precautions for ftoring the Magazines, that 
the Troops could not be faid to want Bread, though re- 
markably bad ; and befides this they had-no other Pro- 
vifions. . There was therefore a. Neceffity: for killing 
the Horfes, and diftributing their Flefh among the 
Troops; and: with it they alfo made Broth for the 
Sick, who were very numerous. : “The Officers was 
often reduced to feed as the: Soldiers ; but to what 
will not People-accuftor themfelves, when Neceffity 
prefcribes ? 

Of all the Sallies made by the Béfieged, the moft 
“remarkable was that of the 22d of duguft. Ata 
Counfel. of War held the arft, at which all:the ge- 
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neral Officers affited, it was refolved ‘that 9 Sally 
fhould be made the. next Day with twelve thoufand 
Men, commanded by the Duke of Biron. © Accord- 
ingly on the 22d at three: in. the Afternoon, while 
the grand Duke was at Table, Word was brought 
him that a great Number of Troops appeared on the 
Walls of Prague. . Prince Crarles, Count Konig feck, 
General Fe/fitiz, and feveral other general Officers, 
were with him, a general Council being to. be held 
that Day after Dinner, which was very fumptuous:: 
for though the /rench were in great Want,» Provifions 
were’ plenty in the A4ufirian Camp. Whenthe Ad- 
vice was firft brought in, Prince Charles,cried, « What, 
will they not give us Time toeat our Dinner ! But 
one of the Grarid Duke’s Adjutants coming direétly, 
and confirming: the fame Advice, ‘the Prince rofe froni’ 
Table, and going upon: a high Ground, perceived 
diftindly, by the Help ofa Spying Glafs, that what 
he had been_told was true ; for he faw not only the 
Walls filled with Troops; but alfo the red Flag, whielt 
the Belieged had hoifted, as a Signal of fome defperate: 
Refolution. He immediately gave Orders for fome 
Regiments to march out of the Camp, to fupport 
the ‘l’roops in the Trenches, and thofe that guarded the 

Batteries. | 
‘Towards four in the Afternoon, The French, with 
the Duke of Biron at their Head, fallied-out, extending 
themfelves to the Right and Left and fell..with fuch 
Impetuofity upon the Approaches, that they drove’all 
before them, ‘Workmen and Soldiers, who. were in 
the Trenches, putting all to the Sword who came in 
their Way. without Digtin€tion, and without Quarter: 
‘Their Attack was fo furious, that they penetrated 
to the firft Parallel ; threw down the Gibions ; filled 
up great Part of the Trenches ; made themfelves 
Mafters of a Battery of twelve Pieces of. Cannon, 
| nailing 
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mailing up what they could ‘not fend to the Town ; 
took three Pair of Colours ; and made above two 
hundred Prifoners, among whom was old General 
Monti, who commanded the Artillery and Engineers. 
After fo confiderable an Advantage, they ought no 
Doubt to have retired ; but hurried on by their natural 
Ardour, they engaged themfelves farther than was 
prudent ; and were ftopped in the Midft of their 
Career, by a Body of Troops detached from ‘the 
Camp. 

There was now a Neceffity for coming to a clofe 
Engagement: The Regiment of Navarre, with their 
Bayonets fixed, charged two Regiments of 4u/friaz 
Dragoons difmounted, where there was a dreadful 
Slaughter on both Sides ; at the fame Time the King’s 
Regiment was attacked by that of Szirmia Hungarians, 
and fuffered greatly. In fine, after two Hours very 
hot Engagement on both Sides, the French were o- 
bliged to retire, not being able to fupport themfelves 
any longer againft the du/ffrians, whofe Numbers 
augmented every Moment by frefh Troops from the 
Camp. They however made their Retreat in good 
Order, carrying with them the Cannon, Colours, and 
Prifoners. : 

After this memorable Sally the Befieged made only 
fmall Ones as Occafion required. Inthe mean Time 
the Scarcity became fill greater in the Town ; till at 
laft it became intolerable. 

The Grand Duke having learned, in the Beginning 
of September, that Marfhal Aaillebois, was in full 
March with an Army, to relieve the Befieged; and 
doubting of Succefs in his Enterprize againit Prague 
began to think of raifing the Siege : Accordingly on 
the 8th he canfed his Artillery to be tranfported to 
Pyfeck ; and onthe rath at 5 in the Morning, his 
whole Army decamped, and took the Road to Braus 
¥ and 
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and Pzifen, leaving only fome light Troops before 
Prague, to block up the Place ; but the Auftrian 
‘Troops were no fooner at a certain Diftance, than the 
Gates, were thrown open, and the French fent out 
Parties into ‘all the adjacent Villages to precure 
Provifions.. Marfhal Broglio, alfo departed from 
Prague with twelve thoufand Men, in order to-join 
Marthal AZaillebois, but this the Auftrians prevented. 

The Court of France difappointed and offended, 
confered the chief Command of AZaillebois’s Army on 
Marthal Broghc, who found Means to keep the 
Aufirians employed, till Bellifle, by a fuddens Sally 
quitted Prague. ' Broglio then retired over the Rhine 
into the/rench Dominions, wafting in his Retreat, the 
Country he had undertaken to protect, and burning 
“Fowns and deftroying Magazines of Corn with fuch 
Wantonefs as gave Reafon to believe that he expec- 
ted Commendation from his Courtfor any Mifchiefs 
done by whatever Means. 

The Auftrians purfued their Advantages recovered 
all their ftrong Places, in fome of which French Gar- 
rifons had been left, and made themfelves Mafters 
of Bavaria ; by taking not oniy Adunich the Capital, 
but Jngoldfadt the ftrongeft Fortification in the Elec- 
tor’s Dominions, where they found a great Number 
of Cannon and a large Quantity of Ammunition in- 
tended in the Dreams ‘of projeed Greatnefs for the 
Siege of Vienna, all the Archives of the State, the 

‘Plate and Ornaments of the eletoral Palace, and what 
had been confidered as moft worthy of Prefervation. 
They however took nothing away except the warlike 
Stores. An Oath of Allegiance to the Queen was re- 
quired of the Aavarians but without any Explanation 
whether’ temporary or perpetual. 

‘The Emperor lived at Frankfort in the Securitythat 
was allowed to neutral Places’; but without much 

Refpect 
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Refpect from the German Princes, except upon fome 
Objections made by the Queen to the Validity of his 


Election, the King of Przffia declared himfelf de- 


termined to fupport him in the imperial Dignity with 
all his. Forces. 

This might be confidered asa Token of no great 
Affection to the Queen of Hunggry, but it feems not 
to have raifed much Alarm. The German Princes 


» Were afraid of involving theirCountry in.new Misfor- 


a 


tunes. 
invefted and acknowledged, would be to overthrow 
the: whole Germanick Conftitution. Perhaps no 
Election by~Plurality of Suffrages was ever made a- 
mong human Beings, to which it might not. be 
objected that Voices were procured by illicit In- 
fluence. 

Some: Sufpicions, however, -were raifed by the 
King’s Declaration, which he endeavoured to ob- 
viate by ordering his Minifters to declare at Vienna 
and ‘London, that he was refolved not to violate the 
Treaty of Breflaw. This Declaration was fufficien- 
ly ambiguous, and could not fatisfy thofe whom it 
might filence. But this was not a Time for nice 
Difquifitions ; to diftruft the King of Pruffia might 
have provoked him, and it was moft convenient to 
confider him as a Friend, till he appeared as an open 
Enemy, 

About the Middle of the Year 1744, he raifed new 
Alarms by collecting his Troops and putting them 
in Motion. The Earl of Hindford about this Time 
demanded the Troops ftipulated for the Protection 
of Hanover ; not perhaps becaufe they were tho’t 
neceflary, but that the King’s Defigns might be guefi- 
ed from his Anfwer, which was, that ‘lroaps were 
not granted for the Defence of any Country till that 
Country was in Danger, and that he could not bee 
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lieve the Electorate of Hanover to be inumuch Dan- 
ger of an Invafion, fince the Elector had withdrawn 
the native’ Troops and put them into the Pay of 
England. ea . 
It was now evident that he had formed Defigns 
_which saath it neceflary that his Troops fhould 
be kept together, andthe Time foon arrived when 
the Scene was to be opened. Prince Charles of Lora 
xain having chafed the French out of Bavaria, lay 
for fome Months encamped on the Rhine, endeav- 
ouring to pafs it into Al/ace. His Attempts bad Jong 
been evaded by the Skill and Vigilance of the French 
General, till at Jatt, ‘Fune 21, 1744, he executed 
his Defign -and lodged his Army in the French Do- 
minions, to the Surprife and Joy of a great Part of 
Lurope. It was now expected that the Territories of 
france would, in their. Turn, feel the. Miferies of 
War, and the Nation which had fo long kept the 
World in Alarm, be taught at laf the Value of 
Peace. 
The King of s‘ruffia now faw the Aujtrain Troops 
at a great Diftance from him, engaged in a foreign 
Country -againft the moft powerful of all their Ene- 
mies. Now, therefore, was the Time to difcover 
that he had lately made a Treaty at Frankfort with 
the Emperor, by which he had engaged, *¢ That as 
“* the Court of Vienna and its Allies’ appeared back- 
** ward, to re-eftablifh the Tranquility of the Em- 
§* pire; and more cogent Methods appeared necef- 
faty, he, being animated with a Defire of co- 
operating towards the Pacification of Germany, 
** fhould make an Expedition for the Conqueft of 
“ Borent2, and to put it into the Poffeffion of the 
‘« Emperor,. his Heirs and Suceeflors for ever, in 
‘ Gratitude for which the Emperor fhould refign to 
<* him and his Succeffurs, a certain Number of 
‘* Lordthips, ” 
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s Lordfhips, which are now Part of the Kingdom 
“* of Bohemia. His imperial Majefy likewife guaran- 
“ ties to the King of Pruffa the perpetual Poflefii- 
$* on.of upper 4u/tria, as foon as he fhall have oc- 
“© cupied it by Conqueft.” 

In Profecution of this Treaty he put his Troops 
in Motion, and, according to: his Promife, while 
the Auffrains were invading France, he invaded 
Bebemia. 

Princes have this remaining of Humanity, that they 
think themfelves obliged not to make War without 
a Reafon; though their Reafons are not always fatis- 
factory. - Lewis XIV. feemed to think his own Glo- 
ry a fufficient Motive for the Invafion of Holland. 
The Czar of Mufcovy attacked Charles XU. of Swe-' 
den, becaufe he had not been treated with fufficient 
Refpect when he made a Journey in Difguife. Nor 
did the King of Pruffia attack the Queen of Huz- 
- gary without publifhing bis Reafons, which appear- 
ed in a Manifefto on the 3oth of Ful, in which 
he declares ; , 

That he can no longer ftand an idle SpeGtator 
of the Troubles in ‘Germany, but finds himfelf oblig- 
ed to make Ufe of Force to reftore the Power of 
the Laws,.and the Authority of the Emperor. 

That the Queen of Hungary had treated the Eme 
peror’s hereditary Dominions with inexpreffible Cru- 
elty. ” 

That Germany had been over-run with foreign 
Troops, which had marched through neutral Cou- 
tries without tha cuftomary Requifitions. 

That the Emperor’s Troops had been attacked 
under neutral Fortrefles, and obliged to abandon the 
Empire of which their Mafter is the Head. 

Uhat the imperial Dignity had been treated with 

teat Indecency by the Hungarian Troops. 
: at , : That 
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That the Queen by declaring the Ele@ion. of the - 
Emperor void, and. the Diet of Frankfort illegal, 
had not only violated-the imperial Dignity, but 
injured. all the Princes, who have the Right.of E- 
le@ion, os 

That he had no particular Quarrel with the Queen 
of Hungary, that he defired Nothing for himfelf, 
and only entered asan Auxiliary into a War for the 
Liberty of Germany. | . 

That the Emperor had. offered to quiet his. Pre- 
tenfions to the Dominions of Auftria, on Condiz 
tion of his hereditary Countries being reftored to 
him, 

That this Propofal had been made to the King of 
England at Hanau, and rejected in fuch a Manner, 
as fhewed that the King of England. had no Inten= 
tion to reftore Peace, but rather to make his Advan- 
tye of the Troubles, 

That the Mediation of the Dutch had been de- 
fired, but that they had declined to interpofe, know- 
ing the Infexibility of the Exglifh and Auftrian 
Courts. 

That the fame Terms were again offered at 
Vienna and again rejected, and therefore the Queen 
mult impute it to her own Councils, that her Enemies 
find new Allies. 

That he was not fighting for any Intereft of ‘his 
Own ; that he demanded Nothing for himfelf, but 
was determined to exert all his Power in Defence of 
she Emperor, in Vindication’ of the Right . of 
Election, and in Support of the “Liberties of Ger- 
many, which the Queen of Hungary would en- 
flave, 

When this Declaration was fent to the Pruffian 
Miniter in England, it was accompanied with a ‘Re- 
monitrance to the King, in which many ‘of the fore- 
going 
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“poing Pofitions were repeated ; the Candour and Dif 
intereftednefs of the Emperor magnified ; the danger- 
ous Defigns of the Au/frians difplayed ; and it was 
imputed to them as the moft flagrant Violation 
of the Germanic Conftitution, that they had driven the 
Emperor’s ‘Troops out of the Empire. ; 

This Declaration aftonifhed 4ufria and all her 
Allies, as it at once difmounted them from the Sum= 
mit of Succefs, and obliged them to fight through 
the War a fecond Time. .. What Suceours or what 
Promifes Pruffia received from France has never been 
publickly known, but it may reafonably be fuppofed 
that they were fomething extraordinary, as the Affi- 
{tance of the former was then fo abfolutely neceffary 
at that Time to the Jatter, 

The French, who from ravaging the Empire at 
‘Difcretion, and wafting whatever they found, ei- 
ther among Enemies or Friends, were now driven 
into their own Dominions, and in'their own Domi- 
nions wefe infulted and purfued, were on a Sudden 
by this new Auxiliary reftored to their former Su- 
pewority, at leaft were difburthened of their Invaders, 
and delivered from their Terrors. And all the Ene- 
mies of the Houfe of Bourbon faw with Indignation 
and Amazement, the Recovery of that Power which 
they had with fo much Coft and Bloodfhed brought 
low, and which their Animofity and Elation had dif- 
pofed them to imagine yet lower then it really. was. 

The Pruffian Manifetto was not however long with- 
out an Anfwer, which was tranfmitted to the Eurctean 

Princes, with fome Obfervations on the Prujfian Mi- 
nifter’s Remonftrance to the Court of Vienna, which 
he was ordered to read but not deliever to the 4u/frain 
Council. 

The Queen in her Anfwer after charging the King 
of Prufia with breaking the. Treaty of Breflaw, 


an 













































46 The Life of FREDERICKS IIL. 


and obferving how much her Enemies will exult te 
fee.the Peace now broken the thitd. Time by him, ’ 
declares ; , 

That fhethad no Intention of injuring. thé Rights’ 
of the Electors, and that it: was the Manner of the 
Ele&tion, not the Event that the: called in Queftion.. 

That fhe had fpared the Emperor’s Troops with 
great Tendernefs, and that they were driven out 
of the Empire only becaufe they were in the Service 
of France. 

‘That the was fo far from difturbing the Peace of 
the Empire, thatthe only Commotions now raifed in 
it, are the Effet of the Armaments of the King of 
Pruffia, 

Nothing is more tedious than publick Records 
when they relate to Affairs which by Diftance of 
Time or Place Jofe their Power to intereft the Reader. 
Every Thing grows little as it grows remote, and of 
Things thus diminifhed it is fufficient to furvey the 
Aggregate without a minute Examination of the Parts. 
‘This Method we have purfued with Regard to the 
Pruffian Manifefto and Anfwer of the Queen of Hun- 
gary. 

The King of Pruffia took al! poffible Precautions 
to fecure the Succefs of his Enterprize. He was to 
invade a Country guarded only by the Faith of Trea- 
ties, and therefore left unarmed, and unprovided for 
all Defence. He had engaged the French to attack 
Prince Charles before he fhould repafs the Rhine, in 
order to prevent the fpeedy March. of the Aufrians 
into Bohemia ; they were alfo to yield him fuch o- 
ther Affiftance as the Exigency of Affairs might re- 
quire, 

Campaign of 1744. | 

Relying therefore on the Promifes of the French, 

Ke refolved te attempt the Ruin of the Houfe of 


Aufiriay 








/ 


Aufiria, and accordingly in’ the Month of Auger, 
¥744, entered Bohemia at the Head of a hundred and 
four-tioufand Men. On paffing the Frontiers of that 
Kingdom he publifhed a Proclamatiof® in whith 
he promifed, that his Army fhould obferve the fri. 
eit Difcipline,’ and that thofe’ who made no RéGt 
tance fhould be fuffered to remain quietly in theit 
Habitations, “He required that all Arnis, ‘in what- 
ever Cuftody they might be placed, fhould be deliver- 
ed up, and put into the Hands of publick Officers, 
He ftill declared himfelf to a& only as an Auxilia- 
ty to the Emperor, and with no other Defign than 
to eftablifh Peace and Tranquility in Germany, 

His Progrefs was fuch as gave great Hopes to the 
Enemies of Au/ffria; like Czfar he conquered ‘as he 
advanced, and met with no Oppofition till he reach 
ed the Walls of Prague, 


Szege of Prague, 


His Prujfian majefty arrived before the City “of 
Prague on the 2° of September, and though his Ar- 
tilery did“not come up till fome Time after, he at- 
tacked and carried fome advanced Pofts ; but was 
foon informed that the Convoy which guarded his 
Artillery had been attacked by an unexpected, Party 
of the “dufirians. On ‘receiving this Advice he 
marched immediately to their Affiftance with the third 
Part of his Army, and found his Troops put to Flicht, 
and the Ad/irians haftening away with his Cannon, 
a Lofs which would have rendered all his Defies a: 
bortive. He fel] upon the. 4ufirians, whofe Num- 
ber would not admit of their contending with him. 
were obliged to abandon their important Conquet 
and feek their Safety in their Flight. Having 
recovered his Artillery, his Majefty returned -to- 
wards Prague, and after defeating Genéral Bathiani, 
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made himfelf Mafter. of feveral. Redoubts-and . Baf- 
tions erected by the French during the laft Siege.. 
Being in Poffeffion of thefe Batteries, he played his 
Cannon and Mortars inceffantly againft the City, Part 
of which was foon demolifhed. He then ordered four 
Attacks to be made at once, and reduced the Befie- 
ged to fuch Extremities, that in fourteen Days, name- 
ly, on the 16° of September, the Governor was o- — 
bliged to capitulate. . 

At one of the abovementioned Attacks command=s 
ed by. General Schwerin, a Grenadier mounted the 
Baftion alone, and defended himfelf with his Sword, 
till his Followers came to his Affiftance ; for which”: 
A&G. of Bravery, the King placed him at the Mar-’. 
fhal’s Table in his Grenadier’s Habit, promoted him 
to the Rank of Lieutenant, and ennobled him by ~ 
Patent. . 

On the Reduction of Prague, the King caufed a 
Medal to be ftruck, on one Side of which was the 
Plan of the. Town with this Infcription. 


Prague taken by the King of Pruffia. 
September 10. 1744. 
i For the third Time in three Years, 
And on-the other Side a German Diftich to this 
Effect. 


Make Wars, O Lord, by War to ceafe; 
And let this Conqueft lead to Peace. 


After leaving a Garrifon of fix thoufand Men in 
Prague, with a large Train of Artillery, he marched 
forward with the Rapidity which conftitutes his mili- 
tary Character, took Pofleffion of almoft all Reine 

an 
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and began to talk of entering Au/fria, and befieging 
Vienna. | 

It was therefore now Time for the 4z/frians to a- 
bandon their Project of invading France, and apply 
their whole Power to their whole Defence. Ac- 
cordingly Prince Charles received Orders to repafs 


the Rhine. This the French, by their Contra with . 


the Pruffians, thould have done all in their Power 
to hinder ; but Experience had fufficiently informed 
them, that the 4u/frians would not be beat without 
Refiftance, and that Affiftance always incommodes 
gan Affailant. As the King of Pruffia rejoiced in the 
Diftance of the 4u/rians, whom he confidered as 
intangled in the French Territories ; the French rejoi- 
€ed in the Neceffity of their Return, and pleafed 
themfelves with the Profpeét of eafy Conquefts, while 
Powers which they confidered with equal Male- 
volence fhould be employed in maflacreing each o- 
ther. 

Prince Charles took the Opportunity of a bright 
Moonfhine to repafs the Rhine, and Marfhal Noail- 
les, who had early Intelligence of his Motions, gave 
him very little Difturbance, contenting himfelf with 
falling on his Rearguard, but continued his Purfuit 
no farther than when they joined the main Body. 

It muft not, however be fuppofed that the Queen 
was abfolutely deftitute of Refource during the Ab- 
fence of Prince Charles. The Ele@or of Saxony, 
whether invited or not, was not comprized™in the 
Union of Frankfort, and as every Sovereign is grdwe 
ing lefs in Proportion, as his Neighbour is growing 
greater, he could not heartily with Succefs to a Con- 
federacy whieh was to aggrandize the other Powers 
of Germany. The Pruffians alfo gave him a parti- 
cular and immediate Provocation: to oppofe them ; 
for jn their March to make aC onquett ef Babemias 
they 
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they paffed, with all the Elation of imaginary Succefs; 
through all his Dominions and even difdained his Au- 
thority. He .was, therefore; on the Approach of 
Prince Charles; which gave a new Profpeét to E-. 
vehts; eaftly perfuaded to join in an Alliance with the 
Queen, hen hie furnifhed with a very large Body 
of Troops. 

The King of Pruffia flattering himfelf that Prince 
Charles would not. find it eafy to efcape out 6f the 
French Territories, pufhed on his Conquefts in Pobe- 
mia; but was foon informed that the Prince had re- 
pafied the Rhine, and that the French either  eould 
not; or would not: overtake him. 

{n a fhort Time, Prince Charles by Marches pref- 
fed on with the utmoft Eagernefs, reached Bobemia, 
Jeavine the Bavarians to regain the Pofleffion. of the 
wafted Plains of their Country, which their Enemies 
who ftill kept the ftrong Places, might again recover 
whenever they pleafed. 

The King of Pruffia. finding himfelf again deceiv- 
ed by the Frenchy retired at the Approach - of the 4u/> 
trian As ny evacuating Poft after Poft, Town after 
Pows, and Fortrels after Fortrefs, without making 
the leaft Refiftance. 

Tt was indeed expected that he would have made 
fomie Effort to fecure Prague; but after a faint At- 
tempt to’difpute the Paflaze of the Eide, he ordered 
his. Garrifon to quit. the Place immediately. “This 
Waer was executed with fo much Precipitati ion, that 

leit behind them «heir Magazines and heavy 
Artillery; among which were feven Pieces of remark- 
ble Exeellesice; called the Seven EL4ors ; but took 
1 them their Field C annons and a great Number 
yee s laden with Stores and Plunder, which 
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gas-and Au/firzans haraffing them prodigioufly in their 
March. 

The King of Prufia futtered greatly in his Re- 
treat, for befides the military Stores, which he left e- 
very where behind him, there was a Want of Pro- 
vifions in his Army, and confequently Defertions, and 
along Train of Difeafes. 

At lait he entered his own: Ferritories, and having 
ftationed his Troops in Places of Security, returne 
for.a ‘Time to Berlin, where he forbad all to fpeak 
either well or ill of the Campaign. 

To what End fach a Prohibition could-cofiduce 
is not eafy to difcover, there is no Country in whieh 
Men can be forbidden to know what they know, and 
what is univerfally known may as well be fpoken ; 
Indeed in popular Governments feditious Difcourfes 
may inflame the Vulgar, but in fuch Governments 
they cannot be reftrained, and in abfolute Monar- 
chies they are oflittle Effect. This Edi&t of his Pruf- 
Sian Majefty regarded only himfelf, and therefore it is 
dificult to tell what was.his Motive, unlefs he in- 
tended to fpare himfelf the Mortification of abfurd 
and illiberal Flattery, which toa Mind ftung with 
Difgrace, muft have been in the higheft Degree pain- 
ful and difgufting. 

Moderation in Profperity, is a Virtue very. dificult 
to -all Mortals 5: Forbearance of Revenge,» when Re- 
venge is within Reach, is fcarcely ever to be found 
among Princes. Now was the Time when the 
Queen of Hungary might perhaps have. made Pe 
on her own Terms ; but Keenefs of Refentmen 
and Arrogance of Succels, withhe 4 her from nok 
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opened. His Britannick Majefty alfo offered his 
Mediation, but his Offers were rejected at Vienna, 
where a Refolution was taken not only to revenge 
the Interruption of their Succef§ on the Rhine, by 
the Recovery of Silefia, but to reward the Saxons 
for their feafonable Help by giving them Part of the 
Pruffian Dominions. 

In the Beginning of the Year 1745. the Emperor 
Charles of Bavaria expired, the Treaty of Frankfort 
was confequently at an End, the King of Pruffia be- 
ing no longer able to maintain the Charaéter of Aux- 
illary to the Emperor, and having pretended no o- 
ther Caufe for the War, might have honourably with- 
drawn his Forces, and on his own Principles have 
embraced the Terms of Peace : But no Terms were 
offered him; the Queen purfued him with the utmoft 
Ardor of Hoftility, and the French abandoned him to 
his own Conduct, and to his own Deftiny, 


Campaign of 1745. 

The Ardor on both Sides was fo great, that the 
Troops were not fuffered to lie idle in their Winter- 
Quarters, particularly in Si/efa, where the Pruffians 
made themfelves Mafters of Tappau,| Fager{dorf, 
and other Places taken by the Au/frians, who were 
obliged to retire into AZoravia. 

In the Month of February the Pruffians attacked 
the Town of Ratibor, a Place in Silefa, where the 
Aufirians had pofted three thoufand Men, and who 
were all either killed or made Prifoners, And in 
the County of Glatz, the Pruffians attacked and 
routed twelve thoufand Auftrians, killing five hun- 
dred, and taking five hundred Prifoners, with three 
Pieces of Cannon, 

In the Month, of 4pril, the Ele@or of Bavaria 
feeing his Dominions over-run by the Auftrians, and 
receiving 
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receiving very little Affiftance from the French, made 
a Peace with the Queen of Hungary on eafy Conditions 
and the Auffrians had more Troops to employ againft 
Pr uffia. 

But the Revolutions of War will not fuffer human 
Prefumption to remain long unchecked. The Peace 
with Bavaria was hardly concluded, when the Battle 
of, Fontenoy was loft, and all the Allies of Au/fria 
called’upon her to exert her utmoft Power for the 
Prefervation of the Low Countries. Anda few Days 
after the Lofs .at Pontenoy, the Battle between the 
Pruffian: and the combined Army of 4ufirians and 
Saxons, was fought at Friedberg in Silefia, the Particu- 
lars of which areas follows. 


Battle of Fnedberg. 


The King of Pruffia being informed the combined 
Army intended to enter Silefia towards the End of 
May, his Majefty about the Middle of the Month, 
withdrew his Troops from the Upper Silefia, except 
the Garrifon of Fagerfdorf, which was left to cover 
the Country on that Side. Soon after he received 
Advice that the du/frian Army was aflembling at 
Konigfgratz, and that the Saxons, under the Com- 
miand of Saxe-Wesfenfels were to join them there. 
On this he ordered the Marcerave Charles to withdraw 


his Troops from the Neigbourhood of ‘fagerfdorf,. 


and join him at the Camp marked out at Prank- 
enftein, which the Pruffians entered the 27th of 
May. 

The Marcgrave during his March routed a Party 
of Auffrians, and cut in Pieces three Regiments, two 
of Infantry, and one of Dragoons ; after which he 
continued his March, and joined the royal Army 
on the 28th, im the Eyening. Soon after the King 
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received Advice thatthe Au/rians were advanced te 
Landfbat, on which he removed to the Camp of Rich. 
enback, and ordered General. dy Moulins then at 
Schweidnitz, to do every Thing in his Power’-to 
Jead’ the Enemy into a Belief, that the King’s 
Defign was to retreat, at their Approach, to Breflan, 
This Stratagem had the defired FAQ 3 the Auffrians 
and Saxons filled with ridiculous Prejudices to’ the 
Difhonour of the Pruffian Arms, ealily believed they 
would-run ‘away from them, 

At the Eaemy’s Approach, the King «marched 
with the greateft Silence between Schaoridnitx and 
Strigau ; the Vanguard, commanded by General 
Moulin, kept along the Sides of the Hills of Strigau, 
while General Naffaz, with -another Detachment, 
occupied a Wood that lay between both: All ‘thefe 
Corps, as well as the main Body of the. Army, ‘en- 
camped between Hills, where they could not be per- 
ceived. No Noife was fuffered in’ the Camp, and 
Major-General Winter field was.even ordered to fend 
out fmall Parties, with Orders to retire at the firft 
Motion ‘of the Enemy + -all which was done .to 
keep up that falfe Security in which they were im- 
merfed, 

Several fucceffive Days were employed by. the King 
of Praffiain reconnoitring all Places where the Enem 
might advance, it not being his Intention to defend a 
Chain of Mountains. fixteen German Leagues in 
Length, but to give them a warm Reception at their 
coming out ef the Defiles, 

On the third of ‘Fune in-the Morning, his Majefty 
repaired to the Camp of General dy AZoulin, and 
ob{erved from thence that a great Part of the Enemy’s 
Cavalry had paffed the Defiles » And-inthe Afternoon 
he faw the Enemy advancing, in-large. Columns of 
Horfe and Foot into the Plains of Friedberg and Ron- 
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fite 3 upon which he ordered the Army to march at 
eight in the Evening to Strigauz, and commanded 
General Afoulin, with forty Squadrons and feven Bat- 
talions to take Poft on the adjacent Hills. “Thefe 
Orders were well executed ; the Army arriving about 
Midnight at the Pofts affigned them, without Noife 
or Lights. 

On the 4th, at two in the Morning, the King 
affembled all the general Officers, and fettled every 
Particular relative to the Battle ; and, in lefs than 
half an Hour, the Army moved to attack the Enemy. 
marching in Lines, and filing off on theRight. Ge- 
neral dy Moulin on obferving fome Battalions pofted 
on-a-Hill in the Flank of the Army, immediately oc- 
cupied another Hill facing them. 

The Right of the Pruffian Cavalry was formed 
near the Battalions commanded by the above Ge- 
neral, by Marfhal Buddenbreck and Lieutenant-Gene- 
tal Rottenburg. Prince Trieny of dnbault occupied 
with three Battalions of Grenadiers, a {mall Wood 
on the Left of the Cavalry, The King formed his 
Infantry clofe to the Wood, but the Ground would 
not permit him te draw up at once more than fifteen 
Battalions out of thirty-two, which compofed his firft 
Line ; and perceiving the 4u/frians drawing up over 
againft him, and their Cavalry advancing, he fent 
Orders*to’ General Naffau to haften with the left 
Wing of the Cavalry toa Meadow, which joined a 
Rivulet, where the Extremity of the Left was formed ; 
while M. Kalck/iein, General of the Foot, who 
commanded the fecond Line, caufed feveral Bat- 
talions to advance, in order to reinforce General dz 
Moulin. 

Thefe Difpofitions being finifhed, Prince Leopold 
of Anhault-Deffau, made the firft Attack upon the 
Saxon Infantry, pofted in a marfhy Wood ; but the 
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Battalion of Grenadier Guards, headed by Lieutenant. 
Colonel Wedel, drove them from the Marthes, with- 
out firing a fingle Shot. The Attack of the Cavalry 
on the Right fucceeded that of the Infantry, and the 
whole left Wing of the Enemy was routed at the 
fame Inftant. ‘The Saxons, in order to make a good 
Retreat, formed a Triangle of Infantry ; but Lieute- 
nant-General Rottenburg, at the Head of the Prince 
of Pruffia’s Regiment of Cuiraffiers, cut the Regiment 
of Schonberg in Pieces; Lieutenant-Colonel Tufchinfky 
of the Life-Guards, and Major Froideville, put two 
Troops of Saxon Grenadiers to the Sword : By which 
the Triangle was broken, and the Sawons totally 
routed 

The whole Wing being routed, the King and the 
Marcerave Charles at the Head of the Pruffian \eft 
Wing, charged the 4u/frians with fo much Vigour, 
that the Au/irzans every where gave Ground. Inthe 
mean Time the right Wing advanced, and with 
ten Squadrons of Horfe commanded by General 
Kyau, bore down every Thing that oppofed them. 
Soon after the Au/ffrians retreated by three fevera? 
Ways, and left ‘the Pruffians entirely Mafters of the 
Field of Battle. The Pruffians took fixty Pieces of 
Cannon, eight Pair of Kettle Drums, fix Bobitzies, 
feven Standards, four Generals, near two hundred 
Officers, and above feven thoufand Men. 

In Confequence of. this Victory; his Pruffian Majefty 
advanced again into Bohemia; but made no great 
Progrefs. Che Queen of Hungary though defeated, 
was not fubdued. She poured in her Troops from 
all Parts to the Reinforcement of Prince Charles, 
and determined to continue the Strugele with all her 
Power. ‘The King faw that Bohemia was an unplea-~ 
jing and inconvenient Theatre of War, jin which 
he fhould be ruined by-a Mifcarriage, and get little 
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by a Victory. He therefore determined to turn his 
Arms againft Saxony, now left entirely defencelefs. 

Accordingly he publifhed a Declaration againft 
the Ele&tor of Saxony, in which, after recapitulating, 
many unjuft Proceedings of the Saxons, obferved, 
that their Injuftice in invading his Dominions, and 
the Prote@tion of his own Subjeéts, had laid him un- 
der a Neceffity of entering the Electorate of Saxony, in 
order to prevent the ambitious Defigns of the King 
of Poland, 

After publifhing this Declaration, he immediately 
entered that Electorate, which drew on another Battle 
between the Pruffians and combined Army of 4uffrians 
and . Saxons, 


Battle of Standentz. 


The allied Army being again joined after their 
Defeat at Friedberg, endeavoured to furprize that of 
the Pruffians then encamped at Standentz near Prou- 
shez..-In order to execute this Defign they march- 
ed allNight,and attacked thePruffians atBreak of Day. 
But notwithftanding their great Superiority in Num- 
bers, they were entirely defeated, the Pruffians charg- 
ing them with fuch Impetuofity that after an oftinate 
Fight of four Hours,. they were obliged to feck their 
Safety in their Flight. The Pruffiaas took nineteen 
Pieces of Cannon, as many Standards, and near four 
thoufand Prifoners. The Au/frians had, in the Ber 
ginine of the Action, fome Advantage, and their ir- 
regular Troops, who are always daring, and always 
ravenous, broke into the Pruffian Camp, plundered 
the Baggage belonging to the King and principal Offi- 
Cers, and carried ofthe military Cheft. But this 
was eafily repaired by the Spoils of Saxcny, 
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¢ruited oncé more her Army, and prepared to ins 
vade the Territories of Brandenburg in three Places 
at once ; but the King of Pruffia’s Activity prevent- 
ed all her Defigns, by transferring the Seat of the 
War from his own Dominions to thofe of Saxony, 
by marching through Upper Me/nia, cutting in Pieces 
four Regirents of Saxon Horfe, and obliging the 
Duke of Lorrain to-retire precipitately into Bohemia. 
At the fame Time another Part of his Forees feiz- 
ed Leipficy and the Elector of Saxony, to avoid 
the Storm, left his Capital, and retired into Bohemia. 


Battle of Drefden. 


While the Pruffians were employed in this Man- 
tier, the Sexon Generals dréw together all the Troops 
in'their Power, and being joined by a Detachment 
of Auftrian Cavalry, commanded by Prince Lobko- 
witz, made a Stand between Drefden and Pirna. 
‘The Pruffian General trufting to the Goodnefs of his 
Troops, attacked them, though double his Number, 
and obtained a complete ViCory, killing great Num- 
bers, and taking four thoufand Prifoners, with all 
their Artillery. The King of Pruffia, as a Conquer- 
or, exacted very large Contributions from the whole 
Countty, and the Auffrians and Saxons were at lait 
compelled to receive from him fuch a Peace as he 
thought proper to grant. He however impofed no fe- 
vere Conditions except in the Payment of the Con- 
tributions, made no new Claim of Dominions, and, 
with the Elector Palatine acknowledged the Duke of 
iufceny for Emperor. . 

Peace being thus re-eftablifhed, his Pruffian Ma- 
jelty applied himfelf to cultivate the Commerce of 
his Subjects, and fettle other ufeful Regulations, ‘till 
he was again obliged to appear in Arms for the De- 
fence of his Country. i: 
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In the Monthof Fanuary 1756, a Treaty was 
concluded between his Britannick Majefty and the 
King of Pruffia, and this furnifhed the Court of %-. 
enna with a Pretence for forming an Alliance with 
the Court of Verfailles, in which, however, it had 
a much farther View,.and which ithad been watch- 
ing an Opportunity to effle@. In Confequence of this 
Alliance, Treaties were drawn up between the Courts 
of Fienna and Verfailles, under the Name of Trea- 
ties of Friendfhip and Neutrality, and to thefe Trea- 
ties the neighbouring. Powers were formally invite 
to accede; in the mean Time the moft folemn Af- 
frances were made by the contrating Powers, that 
they had no other View than to preferve the ge- 
neral Tranquillity of Zurope, and prevent the Flames 
of War that had been kindied between Great Britain 
and France from fpreading to other Countries. But 
notwithftanding thefe Declarations, the King of Pri 
fia {oon difcovered that the principal End propofed 
by the Emprefs in this Alliance, was the Recovery 
of S#lefia, in which France concurred, becaufe it was 
equally her Intereft to reduce his Power; he faw that 
with this View a Minifter from Viexua was fent to 
Peterfourg, and that a Minifter from Verfailles was 
to follow ; and he knew thatas his Power was equal - 
ly obnoxious to them all, it was probable they would 
readily concur in any Proje to diftrefs him. A very 
fhort “Time convinced him that his Conjectures 
were true, and he received certain Intelligence, ear- 
ly in the Spring, that the two imperial Powers had 
agreed upon a Plan to unite their Forces and attack 
his Dominions,. In this Situation’ he took every 
Meafure that could be fugoefted by the utmoft Vigi- 
Jance and Magnanimity, and the Ruffians having 
foon after begun to march againit him, he difpatch- 
ed a Body of Troops fufficient to repel them to- 
wards Pomerania. Uhe Deligns of both Parties were 
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now more apparent; the Emprefs Queen publifhed 
a Refcript, to juftify the Motion of her Troops, in 
which fhe reprefented the Treaty between Pruffia 
nd England in fuch a Light, as reflected Difhonour 
upon both. 

In anfwer to this Refcript, the King of .Great- 
Lritain caufed the following -Declaration to be 
made by his Electoral Minifter, at the Diet of the 
Empire. | 


‘© That his Britannick Majefty in his Quality of 

** Elector of Brunfwick Lunenburg, has heard with 
** great Surprife, that foue People have affeGted to 
put a wrong Conftru€tion on the Obje& of the 
Treaty of Friendfhip, which he concluded fome 
‘Time ago with the King of Pruffia, and that they 
have even endeavoured to reprefent it as a Matter 
“J wherein the State of Religion was concerned ; that 
: ** neverthelefs, the whole Empire knows, he has made 
“* it a Rule to fupport the Rights of each, without 
any Diftinétion of Perfons; to maintain Juftice ; 
to enforce the Execution of the Laws and Contftitu- 
tions of the Empire ; to protect its Liberties and the 
publick Peace ; and to contribute to keep up in the 
Germanick Body, fuch a Syftem as appeared moft 
conducive to its Safety. That, in Confequence of 

. “€ thefe Principles, he has négleéted ~ nothing 
** that might moft cfe€tually tend to'the Support 

of the Houfe of Auftria, even to the being ready 
to facrifice all that was in his Power. That the 
Differences which have arifen between Great Brit- 
ain and France, about their Pofleffions in America, 
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*« have given Birth to a Defign in the latter Power 
*§ to attack the Electoral Dominions of. the Houfe 
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of Lrunfwick Lunenburg ; which was fufficiently 
known by the little Care they took to makea My 
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** tery of fuch a Project, fo capable of creating Trou- 
“* bles in the Empire; his Britannich Majefty, who 
“¢ addrefled himfelf to the Emprefs Quee 


€¢ 
é¢ 


n, requiring 
the Succours ftipulated by Treaties, was not only 
unable to obtain them, but, at the fame ‘Time, found 
** theCourt ofVienna as little inclined to grant another 


“ Requeft, altogether as reafonable 3; which was, 


** to employ her good Offices towards altering the 
“© Difpofitions of fuch of the States of the Empire, 
ce 


as, through Indifference, feemed to favour, in fome 
“© Meafure, that intended Invafion: That his Brits 
“ annick Majefty thereby found himfelf under a Ne- 
ceflity of concluding an Alliance with the King of 
Pruffia, for the Security of their refpetive Do- 
minions, as alfo for preferving Peace and Tran- 
quillity in the Empire, protecting the Syftem ef- 
** tablifhed therein, and defending. the Rights and 
** Privileges of. the Members of the Germanic Body ; 
“* without any Prejudice to either of the Religions 
exercifed in the Empire, the contracting Parties 
having had no Views in that Treaty but fuch 
as are perfectly confiftent with thofe falutary 
Objects. 
<* That while Matters food thus, the World was 
furprifed with the unexpected Event of the Treaty 
*° of Alliance which her Majefty, the Emprefs Queen, 
“* has been pleafed to conclude with a Potentate, who, 
for above two Centuries paft, has difmembered the 
moft confiderable Provinces of the Empire ; has 
attacked and invaded her archducal Houfe ; has 
fomented Troubles and Divifions in our dear Coun- 
try, and made fuch Means fubfervient to her own 
ambitious Views, by ufurping whatever lay con- 
venient for her ; that the Inconveniencies and Dan- 
gers which this new Treaty muft neceflarily be 
productive of, will, in time, be made manifeft ; 
and as the Thing is not of fuch a Nature as to 
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require that one fhould any longer make a Myf 
tery of it, his Britannick Majefty has thought it 
proper to explain himfelf clearly on this Head, 
in oruer to diffipate the Prejudices which may 
have been created by contrary Ideas or Suggei- 


é tions, &'c. 


Soon after his Britannick Majefty had made this De- 


claration, the King of Pruffia drew up his Anfwer ta, 
the imperial Refcript, as follows : 
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“The King of Pruffia was greatly furprifed to 
hear that the Emprefs Queen endeavoured to per- 
fuade the Publick, that he had given Occafion to 
the great military Preparations which were making 
in her Dominions. ‘To difcover the Falfity of this 
Charge, it will be fufficient to obferve the Atras 
when the Motions among the Forces of gach Party 
began. 
<< Tt is notorious that the Court of Vienna began 
her Armaments in Bohemia and Moravia in the 
Beginning of ‘Fune, foon after it had contracted 
new Engagements with France, and at a Time 
when neither the Emprefs Queen nor any of her 
Allies, had any Ground to apprehend a Surprife. 
His Pruffian Majefty had the greater Reafon to be 
attentive to thefe Difpofitions, as he received Advice 
at the fame Time of the March of a confiderable 
Body of Ruffian Troops towards Courland which 
determined him to order a few Regiments to ad- 
vance into Pomerania, but he ordered them to 
halt as foon as he heard that the Ru/fiams had 
arched back. The prefent Armaments muft be 
a{cribed with a very ill Grace to this Motion of the 
Pruffian Forces ; fince the March of fome Pruffian 
Regiments towards Pomerania, ought naturally to 
€& give 
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give the Court of Vienna no more Umbrage, than 
the March of fome Au/ffrian Regiments towards 
Tufcany would give the King of Pruffia. 

“© Whilft the Preparations forW ar were carrying on 
with the utmoft Vigour in Bohemia and Moravia, 
his Prujfian Majefty contented himéelf with putting: 
his Fortrefles inS/efiain a Pofture of Defence againft 
a fudden Attack, and marching fome Regiments 
towards his Provinces in We/tphalia. To this Day 
he hath not fent a fingle Regiment in Sikfia, no 
Garrifon hath ‘marched out to take the Field, no 
Camp is formed, nor has he made any Motion 
towards the Territories of the Emprefs Queen. 
To prove this, we will venture to appeal to the 
Teftimony of the Court of Vienna itfelf, which 
in its circular Refcript alledges only uncertain’Re- 
ports that have been contradiéted by the Event. 
They were informed (they fay) that the Pruffian 
Troops were to encamp on the Frontiers of Bohemia 
and Moravia, and that the Places of Encampment 
were already fixed on, But nothing of all this has 
hitherto appeared, | 

“* Notwithftanding the Tranquillity of the King of 
Pruffia, the Emprefs Queen hath coritinued her 
Armaments, fhe hath ordered ‘Troops to advance 
from her moft diftant Provinces, and by her own 
Acknowledgment fhe hath aflembled a formidable 
Army in Bohemia and Moravia. On Sight of thefe 
Motions executed on the Frontiers of Sile/ia, the 
King of Pruffa found himfelf obliged to. demand 
of the Court of Vienna, by his Muinifter Mr. de 
Klingeraff a friendly and fincere Explanation with 
Regard to thefe military Preparations. But the 
Aniwer given was fodry, ambiguous, and unfa- 
tisfactory, that it gave his Majefty a Sufpicion of 


* a Delign formed againft his Dominions ; efpecially 
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asthe Preparations in Bohemia and Moravia were 
continued, and even doubled, and not only Camps 
were formed, but Lines drawn acrofs the Frontiers 
of Silefia, as in a Time of open War. ‘Things 
being in this Situation, it was natural for the 
King of Pruffia to think of himfelf, and no Perfon 
can juftly blame him for taking Meafures to avoid 
being furprifed and crufhed in his own Ter- 
ritories. 

‘© The Court of Viennais challenged to point out 
any other Objet of the King of Pruffia’s Arma- 
ments, but the Defence and_ Security of his Do- 
minions. As to the prefent Conduct of the im- 
perial Court, it is eafy for the impartial Publick to 
find. a Key to it, by combining the A®ra of its 
firft Armaments with what it fo induftrioufly gives 
out, namely that they are no, lefs defigned to pro- 
vide for the Security of its Dominions, than to 
fu.fil its Engagements with its Allies. Whatever 
may be in this, Peace and War arein the Power 
of the Emprefs Queen. The King of Prujfia, not 
being fatisfied with her firft Anfwer; ordered M. 
Klinggraff bis Minifter to demand a categorical 
Explanation from that Princefs. If her imperial 
Majefty’s pacific Intentions be realy as pure and 
fincere as fhe affures them in all Places to be, it 
will be eafy for her to convince the King of Prujffia 
thereof: She need only give his Miniftera clear, 
precife Declaration, free fiom all Ambiguity and 
Equivocation, which will effectually reftore the 
publick Tranquillity. 

‘¢ We are willing to believe, on the Affurances of 


> her Majefty the Emprefs Queen, that her late 


Treaty with his moft chriftian Majefty contains - 
no other Articles but what have been publifhed ; 
and we promife ourfelves, from the Integrity of 
her 








KING of Prussta, 65 


‘¢ her imperial Majefty, that fhe will agree to no 
“* Project that may be contrary to the Interefts of 
“¢ Proteftantifm. But fhe cannot take it amifs that the 
“¢ proteftant Princes fhould be upon their Guard in 
** fuch a critical Conjuncture as the prefent, when 
“¢ the Validity of the AG of Security given by the 
“* hereditary Prince of Heffe-Caffel, for maintaining 
** the eftablifhed Religion, is openly attacked, and 
** a Difcovery has been made of the fecret Intrigues 
“* of Count Pergen, the Emperor’s Minifter, and of 
«¢ Baron Kurtzreck, to carry off that Prince, and take 
‘* him from under the Authority of the Landgrave of 
** Heffe-Caffel his Father ; who hath publickly com- 
‘* plained thereof, but obtained no Satisfaction, &¢.” 

This Anfwer was prefentec by the Pruffian Minif- 
ter at the Court of Viewna : and almoft at the 
fame Time her imperial Majefty received the News 
of the Invafion of Saxony. Such is the Rapidity 
with which his Pruffian Majefty plans and executes 
his Projects. He faw clearly the Defigns form’d 
againft him, and he faw as clearly the Neceffity 
of removing the Calamities of War from his own 
Kingdom into ‘that of his Enemy. His Pruffian 
Majefty, however, caufed a Memorial to be dee 
livered to the Emprefs Queen, fubfequent to the 
March of his Troops, in which he offers immedi- 
ately to recall them, if fhe will folemnly declare 
that his Dominions fhall not be invaded. In An- 
fwer to this Memorial herMajefty has caufed another 
to be delivered to the King of Pruffia, in which 
fhe has evaded the categorical Anfwer which he 
zequired. His Pruffian Majefty therefore continues 
his Progrefs, and the particular Motives of his 
Conduct towards the Court of Savony will beft ape 
pear from what follows, 


The 
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The 20th of ugu/?, Mr. de Malgahn, the Pruffian 


Minifter, having demanded a private Audience of 
the King of Poland, made the following verbal Decla- 
ration to his Majefty on the Part of the King his 
Matter. 
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«< His Majefty the King of Pruffia finds himfelf 
obliged, by the Behaviour of the Emprefs Queen, 
to attack her, and to march through the Territories 
of Saxony into Bohemia: He accordingly demands 
a Paffage through the electoral Dominions of his 
Polifh Majefty, declaring, that he will caufe his 
Troops to obférve the ftricteft Difcipline, and take 
all the Care of the Country that the Circumftances 
will permit. His Pelt/> Majefty, and his royal 
Family, may at the fame Time depend upon being 
in perfect Safety, and of having the greateft Ref- 
pect paid them on the Part of his Pru/fian Majefty. 
As to the Reft, after refleting upon the Events 
of the Year 1744, there is no reafon to be fur- 
prifed that the King of Pruffia fhould take fuch - 
Meafures, as may prevent a Return of what then 
happened. Moreover, he defires nothing fo much 
as a {peedy Re-eftablifhment of Peace, in order to 
give him the happy Opportunity of reftoring the 
King of Poland to the quiet Poffeffion of his Do- 
minions, againft which he has not, in other Refpects 
formed any dangerous Defigns.” 

M. de Malzahn added, * That the Neceffity which 
the King his Mafter was under of acting in this 
Manner, could only be imputed to the Calamity 
of the Times, and the Behaviour of the Court of 
Vienna. 


The King in the Surprize which this Declaration 


threw him into, anfwered M, de Adalzabn. 


“* That he fhould not have expected a Requifition 


un the Form that it had juft been made to him ; 





ef that 
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s¢ that being at Peace with all the World, and un- 
*< der no Engagement relative to the prefent Object 
¢ with any of the Powers actually at War, or thofe 
‘© about to enter into it, he could not conceive the 
6° End of making fuch a Declaration ; but that he 
‘¢ fhould give an Anf{wer upon this Subje@ in writing, 
¢¢ and hoped his Pru//ian Majefty, contenting himfelf 
“¢ with a quiet Paflage, would neither forget the Re- 
$6 fpect due to a Sovereign, nor that which all the 
‘¢ Members of the Germanick Body reciprocally owe 
“6 to each other.” 

Soon after this verbal Anfwer, the King caufed 
the following to be delivered in writing to M. de 
Malzabn. 

His Majefty the King of Poland, who defires no- 
thing more ardently than the Peace of the Roman 
Empire, was extremely difpleafed to hear that fome 
Differences had arifen between the King of Prujfia 
and the Emprefs Queen, which might occafion the 
- Pruffian Troops to enter Bobemia. Neverthelefs, as 
the Requeft has been made by his Pru/fian Majef- 
ty, the King of Poland will not refufe the Paflage of 
thofe Troops through his Dominions, provided they 
do no Damage there, and for this his Poli Majef- 
. ty relies upon the Declaration of the King of Pru/- 
fia, that his Troops fhall obferve a ftrit Difcipline. 
But on this Account it is neceflary, and good Order 
requires, that his Prujfian Majefty fhould previoufly 
make known at what Time, through what Place, 
and in what Number his Troops are to pafs, in ar- 
der that the King of Poland may appoint Commiffaries, 
and give them proper InftruCtions to direct the Troops 
in their March. : 

“< The King at the fame Time flatters himfelf, 
** that the King of Pru/fia, as a Friend) and good 
** Neighbour, will pay a Regard to the bad vituation 
66 or 
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© of the Country, and the Scareity occafioned by 
S€ the indifferent Harveft this Year; and that there- 
** fore he will caufe ready Money, and a Market Price, 





to be paid for every Thing that his Troops may have 
Occafion for, and likewife that he will let their Stay 
be as fhort as poffible. 

“* His Polio Majefty owns, that he cannot help 


being furprized at his Prujfian Majefty’s obferving 


in his Declaration, that the RefleGion of what 
happened in the Year 1744, fhould occafion his 
taking Meafures againft the like Events; the Dif- 
ference of the Situation of Affairs at that Time 
and now, being very great. The King has the 
ftrongeft Reafons to keep ftedfaftly to the Treaty 
of Drefden, in Conformity to which he has af- 
fiduoufly applied himfelf to cultivate the Friendfhip 


of the neighbouring Powers; and it is upon this 
‘ Principle that his Polifh Majefty flatters himfelf, that 


the King of Pru/fia will reft fatisied of his Intention 
not to take any Part in the Differences which have 


* arifen between his Pruffian Majefty and the Em- 


prefs Queen, as he has already feveral Times de- 
clared to the Pru/jian Minifter, and confirms by 
thefe Prefents. 

«< Such ftrong Affurances as thefe cannot but fa- 
tisfy the King of Pruffia, and prevent his requiring 
any Thing of his Poli Majefty or his Subjeéts, 
contrary to the Liberty of a Prince of the Empire 
or that fhould oblige him to have Recourfe to the 
Germanick Body, and the Guarantees of the Trea- 
ties of Peace, for the due Execution of thofe 
Treaties,” 


When thefe Declarations were communicated to 
the different Powers whom his Polj/pMajefty thought 
proper to acquaint with his Situatian, his Majefty al- 


informed them, “ That being in Hopes that his 
«© Declarations 
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*¢ Declarations would make a favourable Impreffion 
** upon the King of Pruffia, he was waiting for 
“© their Succefs, when he learnt that the Pruffian 
‘© "Troops had entered his EleG@orate: That finding 
** it would be dangerous for him to flay in his Ca~ 
*¢ pital, he had thought proper to retire from thence, 
“© in order to join his Army, and wait with his 
‘* Troops for future Events, trufting in the divine 
‘* Providence, and being perfuaded that the Powers 
“* of Europe will do Juftice to the Uprightnefs of 
*© the Principles upon which he regulated his Con- 
*¢ duct, is an Event which muft have furprized all 
** Europe as well as his Majetty. 

Befides Lord Stormont, the Britifh Minifter, who 
went on the Part of the King of Poland to wait up- 
on the King of Pruffia with the above Declaration, 
his Polifh Majefty likewife fent the Count de Salmout, 
one of his Minifters. His Pruffian Majefty received 
them very politely, heard theirPropofals, and told them, 
* ‘That he himfelf wifhed for nothing more than to 
*‘ find the King of Polanad’s Sentiments acquiefce 
* with his Declarations : That the Neutrality which 
“* his Polifh Majefty feemed defirous to obferve, 
** was exactly what he required of him ; but that in 
** order to render this Neutrality more fecure, and 
** lefs liable to Variation, it would be proper for his 
“ Poljh Majefty to feparate his Army, and fend the 
“< Troops he had aflembled at #irna back into 
** their Quarters ; that a Step of this Nature would 
** be a full Proof of a Neutrality not to be doubted 
** of ; and that after this, he fhould take a Pleafure 
** in fhewing, by an equal Condefcenfion, his Difpo- 
“< fition to give real Marks of his Friendfhip for 
“his Polifb Majefty, and concert with him what 
Meafures might be proper to be taken according to 
“* the Situation of Affairs,” 
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In the mean Time the Queen of Hungary prevail- 
éd upon the Emprefs of Ru/fia, of which the follow- 
ing are the principal Conditions: 

1. Her imperial Majefty engages to employ all her 
Forces, whenfoever it fhall be ‘required, to enforce 
the Execution of what is by that [reaty ftipulated. 
---2. ‘The King of France guaranties to the Emprefs 
of Ruffia in Perpetuity, the Order of Succeffion, as 
fhe has eftablifhed it in Fayour of her Nephew, the 
Duke of Holfein, and his Defcendants, promifing 
to perform that Guaranty as well by his good Offices 
as by giving all neceflary Affiftance.---3. The King 
guuranties to the Emprefs all her Conquefts made in 
Sweaen, in fuch Manner as never to fupport any 
Claims which may at any Time hereafter be made 
thereto.---4. The two contracting Powers fhall as 
far as in them lies, contribute to fupport the archdus 
cal Houfe of u/fria, and to fecure the Indivifibility 
of her Eftate as fettled by the pragmatick Sanétion. 
---5, The Emprefs engages to affift both or either - 
of the Parties, . if the Cafe requires it with thirty 
thoufand Men, when a Requifition thereof fhall be 
made.---6. When Povidence fhall infpire ose of 
the Parties at War with a Defire of Peace, and Pro- 
pofals for an Accommodation fhall be made, the 
three Powers fhall unite and aét in Concert in lay- 
ing the improveable Foundations of a folid Peace; 
and employ for that End all their Forces as well 
as all their Mediation.---7.. The King and the 
Emprefs fhall conclude a ‘Treaty of Com,-seree and 
Navigation, to the reciprocal Advantac; -~ <heir Sub- 
jets ; for which Purpofe a Tariff thal cr drawn up, 
as was done in the Time of Peter the Great.---8, 
The End of the contrafting Powers Seing to pre- 
vent the Fire of War already burning between 
Great- Britain and France from f{preading any farther, 
they 
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they will ufe their bef Offices with the King of 
Pruffia to accommodate the Differences which fub- 
fift between him and the Court of Vienna.---9. And 
as it is neceffary for the Re-eftablithment and Pre« 
fervation of Peace, that the Grand Signior fhould be 
encouraged in his pacific Sentiments, the contraéting 
Powers fhall ftudy to maintain a good Underftanding 
with him. | 

Such was the Situation of Affairs about the Mid- 
dle.of the Year 1 756, when his Pru/fian Majetty 
being fully convinced that he muft have Recourfe to 
Arms, he did not wafte the Time in fruitlef Nego- 
Ciations, but purfued the only Method he had left of 
fecuring his Dominions, and difappointing the ame 
bitious Views of his Enemies, 


Campaign of 1756. 

It appearing from the Behaviour of the Court of 
Vienna that War was determined upon, the King took 
all poffible Precautions for making the moft proper 
Reliftlance. And accordingly he conferred the chief 
Command of the Army deftined to a& in Priuffia on 
Marthal Lebwald, and of that in Silefa on Martha 
Schwerin, referving the principal Command of the pins 
cipal Army, which was intended to a@ in Saxony and 
Bohemia, for himfelf, 

For fome Years the Intrigues of the Court of Sav- 
eny had been no fecret, her political Schemes, and 
military Projects had tranfpired, and it was well 
known that the Saxon Generals had pitched upon 
the important Poft of Pirna for the general Rend 


Vous of their “Troops, as the moft convenient ej« 
ther for deceiving the Pruffians, in Cafe they at- 
tempted to march into Bohemia, or for receiving Suc- 
Cours from the Aufrians, 
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The Saxons, on the firft Motion of the Pruffian 
Troops for marching into Pomerania, or in Cafe of 
Neceftity, for joining Marfhal Lebwald, abandoned 
all their Garrifons borderinng on Brandenburg, and 
took Poft between the A@s/dau and the Elbe. They 
afterwards returned to their Quarters ; and a fecond 
‘Time broke up, and repa‘red to their refpective Can- 
tonments. But his Pru/fian Majefty being no Stran- 
ger to the Motive on which they acted, took proper 
Meafures, and marched with his Troops divided into 
three Columns towards Pirna. ‘The firft fet out for 
the Dutchy of Mdagd:burgh, under the Command of 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, directing their Route 
by Leipfic, Borna, Kemuitz, and, Freyberg, to Cetta. 
The fecond ‘with the King at their Head, marched 
through Pret/ch, Torgau, _Lonmat{ch, Wilsdruff, 
Drefden and Zeheft. The third, commanded by the 
Prince of Brunfwick Bevern, crofiing Lujatia, took 
their Route through El//ferwarde, Bautzen, Stolpe, to 
Lohnn, 

Thefe three Columns arrived on the very fame 
Day at the Camp of Pirna, which they invetted. 
But before we proceed to relate the fubfequent Fas, 
it will be neceflary to give a fhort Defcription of the 
Pot of Pirna. 

The Poft joined on the Right to the Fortrefs of 
Sonnenflein ; on the Left to that of Konning fein. 
‘The Front was inacceffible ; Nature in this extraordi - 
nary Spot feems to have delighted in forming a Fortrefs 
without the Affiftance of Art. If you imagine a crag~ 
gy Rock in fome Parts covered with vaft Pine-trees 
of which the Saxons had felled great Numbers, you 
will have a tolerable Idea of the Place. The &lbe 
flows* behind Synnenflein and Pirna, amici inacceih- 
i }> ‘Ks, 
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The Pruffians, foon after their Encampment round 
this epg perceived, that notwithftanding the Inferi- 
ority of the Saxon Army, the advantageous Situation 
ef the Ground was fo great, that it could not be 
attacked without confiderable Lofs. It was therefore 
determined to turn the Siege into a Blockade, and 
to treat the Saxon Army rather as.a Town befieged, 
than the Encampment of an Army. 

The Saxons, on the other Hand did all in their 
Power to induce the Pruffans to proceed on their 
March, and leave them behind without attacking 
them. But former Experience had taught the i ruffians 
Wildom, with regard to future Tranfactions. If, 
on one Hand, no Attack was thought advifabie; fo 
on the other no Enemy was to be Jeft behind. They 
alfo refolved to leave an Army of Obfervation in order 
to prevent the Saxons from receiving any Syccours from 
the 4u/irians. 

In Confequence of thefe Refolutions, the Pruffians 
took Pofleffion of the Pofts of Lespold/ham, he cker [- 
dorf, Hellendorf, Hennerfdorf, Cotta, Lebift, and Sediitz 
as far as the E/be, where they had a Communication 
with the Pofts of Lohm, W.len, Obrefwaden, and 
Schandau, by Means of a Bridge ; and in thefe different 
Places they diftributed twenty- ‘eight Battalions, and 
thirty ne e, 

The reft of the Army confifting of twenty-nine 
Battalions and feventy Squadrons, took the Route of 
Bohemia, which they entered by Detachments, mo- 
ving to Peterfwalde, Aufig and “fonfdarf. “This Dody 
was commanded by Marthal Keith, by whofe Orders 
Sg veral Adan/fein made himfelf Mafter of the Caftle 

of Ket/chen, taki ng an hundred Aufirian 7s Prifoners. 
The Marfhal encamped at ‘fon/dorf, where he conti- 
nued till the End of the Month 


Hitherto 
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Hitherto Marfhal Breen had kept clofe in his 
Camp at Collin; M. de Piccolomini lay at Konig/gratzs 
and Marfhal Schwerin, after paffing through the Coun~ 
try of Glatz, had advanced to Nacot, afterwards to 
the Banks of the Adetiaw, and laftly to Auget ; where 
he routed a Detachment of Huflars and Dragoons, 
commanded by General Bacof, and took two hundred 
Prifoners, Afterwards the Marfhal took. Pofleffion 
ofthe Camp at 4uje/, and foraged even to the Walls 
of Konig/gratz. 

Towards the End of September it was known that 
Marthal Brown had received Orders to difengage the 
Saxons. His Army was encamped at Buden, near the 
Conflux of the Egra with the Elbe; and for execut- 
ing thefe Orders he had the Choice of three Ways ; 
one by attacking and defeating Marfhal Keith’s Ar- 
my, which was no eafy Tafk; the fecond by march- 
ing to the Left through Bilin and Toeplitz to entet 
Saxony, which would expofe his Flank to the Rear 
of the Pruffian Army, and endanger the Lofs of his 
Magazines at Budin and Welfern; the third by fend- 
in a Detachment thro’ Leumeritz, and proceeding 
to the Saxons by the Way of Boehmifch-Leipe, and 
Schandau. ‘The Method could not produce any 
‘Thing decifive, the Ground in the Neighbour- 
hood of Schandau and Ober-Raden, being fo diffi- 
cult, that a fmall Body of Troops may ftop a numer- 
ous Army. 

The King of Pruffia judged, however, that in fo 
critical a Moment, his Prefence might be neceflary 
in Behemia. Accordingly he left the Camp at Sed- 
itz, on the 28'*,and the fame Day reached the Camp 
at ‘Fonfdrof. On the 29'> the Army in Bobemia 
was ordered to march ; the King going before with 
eight Battalions and 30 Squadrons, encamped at 774 
Witz, where the Scouts of the Army brought ee 
that 
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that Marfhal Broun’ was the next Day to pafs the 
Lqgra. 


Batile of Lowolitz. 


Things being in this Situation, the Pru/fian Ar- 
my was ordered to march nearer to the Enemy in 
order to obferve their Motions, and awe them by 
appearing always ready for AGtion. On the 30‘ 
all the Troops followed the King in two Columns ; 
but the Van had fcarce gained the Height of Ba/copel, 
when they perceived a Camp in the Plains of ZLowo- 
Jit, its Right joining the Else and Wilbota, Lowafiiz 
in its Front, and So/switz on its Left, the Extremi- 
ty of which was extended behind the Ponds of Schir= 
kowitz. ‘The Van continued its March to Wehnina: 
a Village fituated in a Bottom furrounded by Moun- 
tains, moft of which are in the Form of a Sugar- 
Loaf. 

The King ordered the Foot to advance with all 
polfible Difpatch, occupy the Heights, and take Pof- 
feffion of all the Pafles leading into the Plain of Zo- 
wafitz. The Army not arriving till very Jate, re- 
mained all Night in Columns, at a finall Dittance 
from the Vanguard. | 

The next Day being the firft of Oober, the King 
fent at Day-break to reconnoitre the Enemy 3 but 
a thick Fog on the Plain prevented any clear Obfer- 
vation of Objects from the Eminences. The ‘lown 
vof Lows/itz appeared, as through a Crape, and in the 
Plain between that Town and Suotwitz, two Co- 
lumns of Cavalry were perceived, each confifting of 
about five Squadrons. It was now dete:mined to 
draw up the Army, and immediately one Columa 
of Infantry formed on the Right, the other.on the 
Left, and the Cavalry compofed aifecond Line. | The 
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Ground. on which the Pruffians formed in Order of 
Battle, would contain only the fix Squadrons of the 
Van, the Ground continuing to widen towards the 
Left. 

The Declivity of thefe Mountains was covered 
with Vineyards, divided into a great Number of 
fmall Inclofures by Stone Walls. about three Feet 
high, as belonging to different Perfons. In thefe 
Vineyards Marthall Brown pofted his Pandours in 
order to ftop the Pruffians ; fo that as every Battali- 
on entered the Line, it was obliged to. engage the 
Enemy. But the 4u/frian Fire being faint and un- 
fteady, the Pruffians were perfuaded that Marfhal 
Brown was retieated, and that the Pandours and 
Bodies of Cavalry feen in the Plain were his Rear. 

This Opinion feemed confirmed from the Impof- 
fibility of feeing any Appearance of an Army. ‘The 
Fog hid every [hing, and did not clear up till paft 
eleven. Orders were given for cannonading the Ca- 
valry in the Plain, upon which it feveral Times al- 
tered its Form. Sometimes it appeared numerous 5 
fometimes drawn up Chequer-ways; fometimes in 
three contiguous Lines; at fometimes five or fix 
Troops filed off to the Left, and difappeared. 

The Pruffians, weary at laft' with fuch trifling, 
concluded that by ordering twenty Squadrons of their 
Horfe to charge, this Rear-guard would be difperf- 
ed, and an End put to the Action. Accordingly the 
Dragoons having formed at the Bottom of the Foot 
of the Eminence where the Infantry was pofted, char- 
ged, and broke the 4u/frian Horfe ; but received a 
Flank Fire from the Infantry in Lowofitz and Sulo- 
witz, which obliged them to return to their Poft at 
the Foot of the Mountain. Before this they did nog 
apprehend, that the u/frians were facing them with 
ail their Forces, 

The 
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The King was then for placing the Cavalry behind 
the fecond\ Line ; but before this Order could be 
brought, prompted by their natural Impetuofity, and 
a Defire of fignalizing themfelves, charged a fecond 
‘Time, bore down all Oppofition, pafied through the 
fame Flank Fire as before, purfued the Enemy a- 
bove three hundred Paces, and, in the Excefs of Ar- 
dour, crofled a Ditch ten Feet wide. Behind this 
Ditch, at the Diftance of three hundred Paces was 
another, behind which appeared the Auffrien Infan- 
try, drawn up in Order of Battle. Sixty Pieces of 
Cannon immediately played on the Pruffian Horley 
which therefore repafled the Ditch, ard returned to 
the Infantry at the Foot of the Mountain, ‘The 
King would not admit of any more fuch Sallies, and 
therefore ordered the Cayalry to poit itfelf in the Rear 
of the Infantry. 

About this Time the Fire on the left Wing began 
to ircteafe. Marfhal Brown had fucceffively brought 
on twenty Battalions, which, paffing by Lowofilz, 
lined the Banks of the Elbe to fupport the Pandours 
in the Vineyards, where the Prujffian Infantry brifk- 
ly drove them from one Wall to another ; and con- 
tinuing to purfue them, feveral in their Flight threw 
themfelves into the Else. Atthe fame Time ano- 
ther Body theltered themfelves in the Houfes of Le- 
wofitz, and, at firft, made a Shew of defending them, 
The fecond Line of Prufjian Infantry being mixed 
with the firft, the left extended itfelf to the £/e, 
ahd in this Manner marched to attack the 4ufirrans 
in Lowofitz. The Grenadiers fired into the Houfes 
through the Doors Windows and Roofs, and then 
get them on Fire. 

In this Adtion, though only the Attack of a Poft, 
each Soldier of the left Wing fired ninety Shot. 
‘They had no more Powder nox Bullets for their Can~- 
HON, 
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‘non, notwithftanding which, the Regiment’ /izen- 
bletz, and Manteufel entered Lowofitz, with their 
Bayonets fixed, driving before them nine frefh Auf- 
trian Battalions, which Marfhal Browz haft juft poft- 
ed there. ‘The Battle concluded with a diforderly 
Flight of the /uffrians. 

Marthal Brown feeing the Confufion of his Troops, 
took the whole left Wing of his Infantry, which had 
not been attacked, and with them covered his bro- 
ken Squadrons, which were flying in the utmoft Con 
fufion. In this Order be waited for the Approach 
.of Night to retreat. Accordingly about Midnight 
he began his March towards his Camp! at Budin, 
breaking down all his Bridges over the Egra. 

The next Day the Prince of Bewvern was detach- 
ced. with eight thoufand Men to. Schirkowitz, from 
whence he fent out Scouts on all Sides to reconnoitre 
the Paffes. 

This Battle lafted feven Hours, during which the 
Cannonading was inceffant on both Sides ; notwiths 
‘ftanding which the Lofs of the Pru/fjians was only 
fix hundred and fifty-three killed, eight hundered 
wounded, and about 249 Prifoners, but that of the 
Aufirians more than triple the Number. 

The Pruffian Army encamped on the Field of 
Battle where it continued without Moleftation, forag- 
ing even within Cannon Shot of the Enémy’s Ar- 
my, few or no Auffrians appearing. 


Account of taking the whole Saxon Army, 


On the fixth of Ofober the Pruffians received Ad- 
vice, that Marfhal Brown had made a Detachment, 
in which was his own Regiment; and that thefe 

‘Troops had moved to Renwdnitz, and were advancing 
fill nearer to the Saxon Army ; alfo that this Body 
confifted of fix thoufand Men. Though the Weak- 
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nefs of this Detachment could caufe little Apprehen- 
fion, it was thought that the Pruffian Army in 
Saxony, confifting only of thirteen Squadrons, might 
want a Reinforcement of Horfe ; efpecially if the 
Saxons fhould attempt to force the Pafs of Hellendorf, 
where the Cavalry might be ufefully employed, ef- 
pecially inthe Plains of Peterfwalde. “Thefer Con- 
fiderations determined theKing to go thither in Perfon. 
Accordingly, fetting out from Lowofiiz, on the 
thirteenth, with fifteen Squadrons ‘of Dragoons, 
he arrived at his other Army on the fourteenth at 
Noon. 

He found, that fince the tenth great Alterations 
had happened in the Camp at Pirza ; and that the 
Saxons had that Day attempted to throw a Bridge 
over the River Wilftead. Near the Place where the 
Saxons made this Attempt was a Redoubt, from 
“whence the Pruffians fired on their Boats feven ot 
eight of which were taken, and feveral funk, fo 
that they were obliged to abandon their Defign. 
On this the Saxons altered their Meafures, and finding 
it impoffible to tranfport their Boats on the Elbe, 
where they had the Fire of three Pru/fian Redoubts 
to pafs, they loaded them on Horfes, and carried them 
in that Manner by Land toa Place called Konig /tein, 
oppofite tothe Village of Halb/tedtel. 

This Part of their Camp had long excited the 
Attention of the Saxons, as being the moft propef 
Place for receiving Succours they expected from the 
Auftrian Army, 

But before we proceed farther, it will be neceflary 
to give a fhort Defcription of this Part of the Country 
in order to render the enfuing Part of the Narrative 
more eafy to be underftood. 

We have already obferved that the Pot of Pirna 
is remarkably fortified by Nature ; but then ithas 

I, this 
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this Defect, namely, that it is as difficult to come 
out of it, as to force it\; accordingly, the Situa- 
tion of the Ground, wold admit the Saxans only 
to force a Paflage by Hlermsdorf and Hellendorf ; 
and this would doubtlefs have been attended with a 
yery great Lofs, though there was a Probability of 
favingyby this Attempt, a Part, at leaft,. of the Army. 
They were certainly ignorant of the Situation of 
Habfiadt, Burgurfdorf, Ziegenruck Schandau, aswell 
as with the Difpofition of the Praffians in thefe 
Potts. 

General Lefchwitz, with eleven Battalions and 
fifteen Squadrons, was pofted between Schandau, and 
a fall Village in that Neighbourhood ; and oppofite 
to him, in two other Villages, Marthal Brown was 
encamped with his Detachment ; but Lefehwitz was 
much ftronger than Brown ; and impracticable Rocks 
hindered the 4u/trians from advancing to Burgerfdorf, 
and from thence to 4/fadt, where the Saxons intended 
to pafs the River at a fmall Plain, in the Center of 
which is a fteep Mountajn called Lilenflein. On 
each Side of this Mountain, five Battalions of Grena- 
diers were drawn up inthe form ofa Crefcent, and 
guarded a ftrong Barricado of felled Trees. Behind 
them, at the Diftance of five hundred Paces, two 
Brigades of Foot were placed in the Defile of Burger/- 
dorf {apported by five Squadrons of ‘Dragoons, Be- 
hind this Defile is Ziegunruck, a perpendicular Rock, 
fixty Feet high. This Rock forms a Semi-circle 
round thefe difficult Poils, joining at each Extremity 
to the Elbe. 

At this inconvenient Place tt was, however, that 
the Saxons began, on the eleventh, to form their 
Bridge, which the Pruffians fuffered them to finifh 
without any Moleftation. The Defcent from Tirm/- 
dorf towards the Lie is tolerably practicable 5 but 
when 
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when they had finifhed their Bridge, the great Difficulty 
of climbing up the oo from whence, 
they could go only by 6ne Foot Path to A//fedlel. 
They, however, began their March on the twelfth, 
in the Evening ; and, with infinjte Difficulty, two 
Battalions of Grenadiers got on the other Side. 

On the nineteenth this Road was entirely deftroyed 
by the continual Rains ; fo that there was no Poffibi- 
lity of getting their Cannon from their Intrenchments, 
and accordingly they leftthem behind. Soon after 
their Cavalry, Baggage, and Rear found themfelves 
confufedly embarrafled, one being ftopped by another. 
‘Fhe Difficulty of the Paflage thus hindering the March 
of the Troops, the Van could only file off one by 
one, whilft the main Body and the Rear were obliged 
to remain motionlefs inthe fame Place. 

On the thirteenth, very early in the morning, 
Prince Maurice of Anhault received the firft Advice 
-of the Sawons Retreat ; and immediately the Pru/fian 
Troops: marched» in feven Columns ; and it was 
mot without great Difficulty that they climbed thofe 
Rocks, though they met with no Oppofition. As 
foon as they had gained the Heights they formed; and 
their Huffars falling on the four Squadrons which 
formed the Rear Guard of the Saxons, drove them 
to their Infantry near Termdorf ; while the inde- 
pendant Companies of Hunters, lodging themfelves 
ina Wood on the Flank of thefe Troops, extremely 
gailed them with their Fire. 

At the fame Time Prince Jfaurice ordered the 
Foot Regiment of Pruffia to advance on an Eminence 
to the Right of the Saxons ; and two Pieces of Cannon 
being brought to play on their Rear Guard, a ge- 
neral Plight enfued. The Hu/frs threw themfelves 
on the Bagoage of the Army and plundered it ; and 
the Hunters conveyed themfelves into the Woods near 
the 
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the be; from whence they galled the Rear Guard in 
its Retreat. 

The Saxons now loft all Prefence of Mind, and 
¢ut down their Bridge, which was carried by the 
Current to the Poft of Raden. The Pruffian Army 
encamped on the Eminence of Struppen, its Left ex- 
tending to the £/se, and its Right along a large hollow 
Way terminating near Hennefdorf. 

Such was the Situation of the Pruftian, Saxon and 
Auftrian Troops, ‘when the King of Pruffia arrived 
on the fourteenth, with his Dragoons, at the Camp 
of Struppar. “The Saxons depended on the’ Auftrians 
making a vigorous Effort to relieve them; while, 
on the other Hand, the 4u/frians waited for a certain 
Signal to begin the Attack, which was never given. 
Thus were the Saxons entirely furrounded, and fo 
clofe pént up by infurmountable Precipices, that it 
was impoffible for them to make any Attempt for their 
Deliverance ; and Marhal Brewn perceiving the 
Danger ofhis own Situation, retreated onthe 14th, 
towards Bobemta ; but Warneri, with his Hufars, 
fell upon the Rear of the Aufirians, confifting of 
three hundred Auffars and two hundred Pandours, 
entirely routed them, fo that the Hungarian Infantry 
Was put to the Sword. 

The King of Poland, who was then at Pirna, 
fecing bis Army in fuch a Situations that it was 
impoflible to force a Paffage with the Sword, and at 
the fame Time deftitute both of Provifions, and all 
Hopes of Succours, permitted his Troops to furrender 
themfelves Prifoners of War. ~And the King of Po- 
dand being himfelf defirous of retiring into his Kingdom 
was fupplied by his Pruffian Majefty with Horfes both 

in Saxony; and the other Parts of the Prujfiaz 
Dominions, through which he was to pafs ; and had 
tie fame Resard. paid to his Perfon, as crowned 
Pheads 
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Heads reciprocally receive towards each other in the 
moft: profound Peace. 

- On, the fixteenth, the Capitulation being finifhed, 
the Saxon Army marched out, and was conducted 
to the Pruffian Camp, where the greateft Part of the 
Soldiers entered, and the Officers were permitted to 
tetire to their refpective Places of Refidence, on their 
Parole of Honour. : 

After the Surrender of the Saxons, their Incorporation 
with the Pru/fian Troops, as above related, and his 
Polifh Majelty’s: Retreat to Warfaw, the Electorate 
of Saxony fell under the Government of the King of 
Pruffia, the Revenues are, levied in his Name, and 
the Appointments for the Support of his Poli/Majetty’s 
Houfehold fettled at his Difcretion. 

It was apprehended, that the Pruf/ian Army, being 
by this defirable Event, fully at Liberty. to act ; and 
by fo confiderable an Acquifition of Strength, in a 
far better Condition to make head againft the Enemy | 
than before, would have penetrated into Bobemia, and 
given another Blow more fatal to ‘ue Au/irtans, under 
the Command-of Marfhal Browz, than that at Lowe- 
fiz. Bu the King of Pruffia weighing the Difad- 
vantages that might accrpeto his Army by hazarding 
a Winter’s Campaign in aCountry where the Severi- 
ty of the Weather is generally more ;deftructive than 
the moft defperate Battle, againft the Advantages that 
might be. gained by a fecond Victory, at a Seafon 
when it was impoffible to improve it, prudently re- 
folved to withdraw his Troops into Places of Can- 
tonment, and there wait the Motions of the Enemy, 
As this Step. alarmed the 4uffrians, a Detachment of 
eight thoufand Horfe were immediately fent to pene- 
trate the King’s Defign ; who, according to their 
own Account fell upon the Rear of the Pru/fans, 
and killed five hundred Men; but the Prujfians 
lay, 
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fay, that is was not till their Army was ‘diftributed 
into Winter-Quarters that this Body fell upon one of 
their detached Parties, who received them fo warm- 
ly, that they were quickly repulfed. 

After the King of Pruffia had put his Troops into 
Winter- Quarters, and took every Precaution necef- 
fary to their Safety, he retired to Berlin, to confider 
more at Leifure the Meafures neceffary-to be taken in 
this important Crifis; and foon after he publithed 
that famous Memorial which aftonifhed all Europe; 
and fet the dangerous Defigns of the Courts of Vien- 
na, Saxony, and Peterfburg in their true Light. It 
appeared from authentick Papers, that thefe Courts 
had agreed to provoke his Pruffian Majefty to be- 
gin Hoftilities, in order to fall upon him with their 
united Forces, ftrip him of his Dominions, and di- 
‘vide them amongft themfelves, 

After continuing fome Time at Berlin, his Pruf- 
fion Majefty returned to Drefden, and having heard 
‘great Encomiums of the Superintendant of the Lu- 
sberans in that Cicy, as a Prea¢her, went one Day 
accompanied by the Prince of Pruffia, the Princes 
Lfenry and Ferdinand,Marfhal Keith, and feveral other 
general Officers, to hear him. The Superintendant 
tho’ he knew nothing of his coming, ‘adapted his Dif- 
courfe to the Occalion, and without entering into 
thofe political. Views which are foreign to the Pul- 
pit, he confidered the prefent Invafion and. Situation 
of Saxony as the Confequence of the Almighty’s De- 
crees, who when he ftretches out his Hand over the 
Nations, brings about the moft unforefeen Events. 
He flightly paffed over the fingular Circumftance of 
the two Monarchs .at Peace with each other, one 
of whom entered the Territories of the other, who 
was thereby compelled to leave his Dominions. He 
befought the Almighty with the utmoft Fervour to 
put 
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put ari End to the Misfortunes of Sawony, by in~ 
clining the Hearts of the two Princes to a. perfec 
Re-union, that mutual Peace and Confidence might 
reign between their refpective Subjects. “Then turn- 
ing to the King of Prujfia he recommended Saxony 
‘to his royal Clemency and Goodnefs. He con- 
jured him to take Compaflion upon its deplorable 
State, by all thofe extraordinary Talents with which 
Heaven had fo liberally endowed him, and which, 
he obferved, were given to the few who pofleffed 
them, with no other Intent than to be employed in 
contributing to the HappinefS ef their Fellow-crea~ 
tures. His Sermon was fo pathetic, as to draw 
Tears from the whole Audience ; nor was his Pru/f- 
fian Majefty unmoved, and when. it was ended, 
fent for the Preacher and told him, ‘* Sir, your 
&* Difcourfe equally pleafed and edified me; andf 
ss with your Prayers may be heard.” 

While thefe Things were tranfadting in Saxony, 
the Ruffians were preparing for an early Campaign 5 
and notwith{tanding the Severity of the Seafon, Troops 
marched from all Parts towards Courland,and the 
Frontiers of Pomerania. But notwithftanding thef: 
eatly Marches, they lingered’ above fix Months on 
their Rout, never approaching the Frontiers of Pruffiq, 
till after the unfortunate Battle of Collin, as we fhall 
have Occafion to mention in its proper Place. 


Tranfactions of the Year 1757. 


Early inthe Spring, his Majefty divided his For- 
ces into three diftinét Armies, one of which was 
commanded by the Prince of Bevern, another by 
Marfhal Schwerin, and the third, which was the prin- 
cipal, by the King in Perfon. 

As foon as the Weather admitted th 
take-the Field, he began to putin Execution the 
great 
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great Plan he had formed, of entering ‘Bohemia witls 


all thofe Armies fuddenly, and at once, in order to 
furprife the Au/ffrians before they were prepared, and 
either force them to engage at a manifeft Difadvan- 
tage, or oblige them to retreat. - i 

This Defign however he contrived to’ conceal 
from the Enemy, even at the Time it was execut- 
ing; by marching Part of his own Army towards the 
Egra. From this Appearance the Auftrians judged, 
that though he defigned to enter Bohemia with the 
Armies commanded by Bevern and Schwerin, yet 
that he did ‘not propofe to join them with his own: 
And feeing the Pru/fian Troops divided, they tho’t 
proper to fend a confiderable Detachment, command- 
ed by General Aremberg, to oppofe the Corps march 
ing to Egra. This Event the King of Pruffia fore= 
faw, and therefore was prepared for it, fo that b 
a fudden Motion to the Left, he cut off all Com= 
munication between Aremberg’s Detachment and 
the main Body. The Ai/frians did not even: then 
perceive the King’s View, but exulted in an Event, 
which was the certain Foretunner of their Deftruc: 
tion, “They miftook this Stroke of Policy for 


a Retreat, and gave out that the Pru/fians were 
4 


fed. : 

In the mean Time, the March of the Prince of 
Bevern brought on an immediate A€tion, of which 
the following Particulars were foon after publifhed. 


Action of Reichenberg. 


The Prince of Bevern having marched the 20th 
at the Head of a Body of the Army which was 4¢t 


Lufatia, from the Quarters of Cantonment near 


Zittau, poffeffed themfelves immediately, without 
the Lofs of a fingle Man, of the firft Poft of Bohe- 
mid at Krotta and Gravenjiein, drove away the E- 
nemy 
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iémy the fame Day from Kratzen, and marched to- 
wards Adacehndorf, near Reichenbergp. The fame 
Morning Putkammer’s Huflars, commanded by their 
Colonel and by Major Schanfield, routed fome hun- 
dreds of the Enemy’s Cuiraffiers, commanded by 
Prince Lichtenflein, who were pofted before Koblig, 
and took one Captain,two Subalterns, and above fix- 
ty Horfe Prifoners; the reft were entirely difperfed, 
and hardly able to rally near Kratzen. Night com- 
ing on the ‘Troops were obliged to remain in the o- 
pen Air till Morning, | 
‘The 21°° at Break of Day, the Pruffians march- 
ed in two Columns by Habendorf towards the Ene- 
my’s Army, pofted near Retchenberg, commanded 
by General Count Konig /eg, and confifting of 28,000 
Men. As foon as the Lines were formed, the Pru/= 
fians advanced towards the Enemy’s Cavalry, which 
was ranged in three Lines, and confifted of about 30 
Squadrons. The two Wings were fuftained by the 
Infantry, pofted among felled Trees and Intrench- 
ments, Tchey immediately cannonaded the Enemy’s 
Cavalry, who received it bravely, having on their 
Right-a Village, and on their Left a Wood, where 
they had intrenched themfelves with felled Trees 
and Pits. “But the Duke of Bevern having caufed 
fifteen Squadrons of Dragoons of the fecond Line to 
advance,and at the fame T ime ordered the Wood onthe 
Right to be attacked by the Battalions of Grenadiers 
of Kablden and Mocllendorf, and by the Prince of 
Pruffia’s Regiment, who cleared all the felled Trees 
and the Intrenchments there, the Pra/fan Dragoonss 
who had by this Means, their Flanks covered, en~ 
titely routed the’ Enemy’s Cavalry. On this Occa- 
fion the Generals Norman, Katt, and the Prince of 
Wirtemberg {yenalized themf{elves. 
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Col. Putkammer and Major Schanfield with their 
Huffars, ‘alfo- diftinguifhed themfelves, by giving the 
Horfe Grenadiers a very warm Reception ; notwith- 
ftanding the Enemy’s Artillery took them in Flank, 
At the fame Time’ Lieutenant General Lefewitz, 
at the Head of the Pru/ffian left Wing, attacked the 
Redoubts that covered Reichenberg. “Che Regiment 
of Darmftadt, though there were many Defiles and 
rifing Grounds to pafs, all occupied by the Enemy 
forced the Redoubt, and put to Flight and purfued 
the Enemy, after fomeDifcharge of their Artillery and 
fmall Arms, from one Eminence to another, for the 
Diftance of a Mile, as far as Rochlitz and Dor ffél. 
The Lofs of the 4u/frians amounted to about 1000 
killed and wounded; 20 Officers and 400 Soldiers 
were taken Prifoners. ‘The Prujffians alfo took three 
Standards, fome Pieces of Cannon and Ammuniti- 
on Waggons. The Lofs of the Pru/fians was about 
t00 Men, and one Subaltern killed, and 16 Off- 
cers and 150 Men woundeds The Aétion begun 
at about half an Hour after fix o’Clock, and conti- 
nued till eleven. 

This Succefs animated the Pru/fians with new 
Spirit: Marthal Schwerin, whofe Army began to 
mave on the 18", marched with incredible Celeri- 
ty, and by the 20° reached patie on the Lube. 
He had entered Bohemia in five different Places at 
once, and found the Inhabitants in the utmeft Con- 
fternation, not having had the leaft Intelligence of 
his March, till he had paffed the Frontiers. The 
4ufirians 1mmediately filled the dangerous Defiles of 
Golden Oufle with Pandours, to difpute his Progrefs,; 
but thefe were no ,fooner difcovered than defeat- 
ed.. At Trautenau, two Auffrian Generals, with 
the Princés Xavier and Charles of Saxony, narrowly 
efcaped falling into his Hands, At Tung-Bynizlais 
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a confiderable Magazine, confifting of 40,000 Bu- 
fhels of Oats, and above 2000 Barrels of Meal, was 
feized. The Auffrians every where fled béfore him, 
and he joined the Prince of Bevern almoft without 
Lofs, making himfelf Mafter of the Circle of Bunt- 
zlau, and the adjacent Country, which fubmitted to 
thefe Armies without Oppofition. 

In the mean Time the King’s Army moved along 
the Elée, and having pafled the gra advanced to 
Budin, from whence the A4uffrians, who had there 
a ftrong Camp, inftantly-retreated, and marched to 
Walwern, about half Way to Prague. The Prince 
of Anhalt Deffau, who commanded the Troops, that, 
as aFeint, had taken the Route of Egra, drew 
nearer to the King’s Army ; and on the 24'* no- 
thing but the main Stream of the be feparated the 
whole Pruffian Force from that of the 4ufirian, fo 
that a general Engagement became almoft inevitable. 
The Pruffians imagined that the Auffrians would 
make their Stand on the Plains of Git/cher, and 
the Motions of Count Brown feeming to favour this 
Conjecture, the King paffed the AZoldau with 50,000 
Men, the Reft of his Army remaining under the 
Command of the Prince of Deffau, 


Battle of Prague. 


The King having been informed that Marfhal 
Brown had been reinforced by the Army of Mora- 
via, by the Remains of the Corps which were beat 
by the Prince of Bevern, and by feveral Regiments 
of the Garrifon of Prague, and feemed refolved to 
maintain the Poft he had taken on the other Side of 
the Moeldau ; his Majefty paffed that River with 
Part of his Army, and being joined by that under 
the Command of Marthal Schwerin, determined to 
attack the Enemy, though much fuperior in Num- 
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ber of. Troops, and pofted. befides in a Camp almof 
- inacceffible, from every Advantage of Situation, All 
thefe Obftacles. could not check the Ardour of the 
Pruffian. Officers and Soldiers, who vied with each 
other in paffing Defiles,croffing Marhhes,feizing the rif- 
ing Grounds, and clearing, Ditches, till at Length, 
after a very long and obftinate Engagement, and 
many fignal Examples of Valour, the Enemy was 
forced. to abandon the Field of Battle, leaving behind 
them the greateft Part of their Artillery, all their 
‘Tents, all their Baggage, and in a Word, their 
whole Camp. 

The Lofs of the Aufrians in this memorable Bat- 
tle was very great. Part of the left Wing of the 4u/- 
trians fled in the greateft Confufion, and fhut them- 
felves up in Prague. On the other Hand the Pruj> 
fans among -feveral, other Officers, loft the brave 
General Schwerin, who was killed in the firft Attack. 

The King of Pruffa purfued thefe Advantages, 
and immediately invetted the, City of Prague. The 
reft of the Auffrian Army retired into Jdoravia, 
where it was. very greatly reinforced, and under the 
Command. of Count Daun, marched back with 
an Intenticn of relieving Prague. 


The Battle of Collin. 


The’ Duke of Beverm having difcovered that the 
real Defign of Count Daun was to. relieve Prague 
with the main Body of his Army, and that feveral 
falfe Attacks made by Nadaffi were intended only 
as Artifices to conceal his real Defign; he impart- 
ed his Difcovery to the King, who was then before 
Prague. Upon which his Majefty left the Camp, 
and at the Head of a few Battalions of Foot, and a 
few Squadrons of Horfe, joined the Army under the 
Prince of Bevern 
Immediately 
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Immediately after ‘this’ Junction, the Pruffians 
advanced towards the Enemy, who were intrenched 
near Collin, in a very. advantageous Situation. ‘The 
Infantry was ranged in three Lines upon a very fteep 
Eminence, defended by Batteries and Defiles, which 
rendered it almoft inacceffible ; the 4uffrians were 
alfo greatly fuperior to the Pruffians in Number. 
The latter however foon made themfelves Mafters 
of the two firft Batteries, one of which confifted of 
eight, and the other of twelve Guns. After this they 
forced two Villages; which had been poflefled by the 
Auftrian Infantry, whom they drove out, and twice 
repulfed the left Wing. of their Army. There. ftill 
remained another Poft.to force, which was defend- 
ed by all the Au/ffrian Artillery, and which it was 
impoffible to approach without expofing the Troops 
to a terrible Fire, which was little lefs than devot- 
ing them to Deftrution. . The Officers and Soldiers 
were however willing to make the Attempt, but his 
Majefty would not fuffer it; but commanded a Re- 
treat, and the Army returned towards, Niemburg, 
and without being purfued. The Huflars of Ziethen 
covered the Field of Battle, till all the wounded were 
carried off. The Auftrian Infantry did not venture 
half Way down, the Mountain which they occupied, 
but ftill kept their Poft, without advancing a Step. 
The firft Battalion of Guards, and Prince Heury’s 
own Regiment performed Wonders ; the Guards 
fuftained the Fire of four Battalions, -and two Squa- 
drons for three Hours fucceffively, though they fuf- 
fered very much. 

The Lofs of this Battle the King attributed whol- 
ly to himfelf: One falfe Motion often proves deci- 
five: The expofing the Infantry naked and uncovered 
to the. Enémies whole Artillery,. was an Error that 
could not be retrieved. 

The 
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The Auffrians were flying before his Majefty’s 
victorious ‘Troops; but. the Chain and Grape Shot, 
which checked the Ardour of the Conquerors, made 
dreadful Havock among their Ranks ; and having 
neither Artillery nor Horfe to enable them to. fuf- 
tain the Shock, they were forced to retreat, ‘not 
from the Enemy, who never dared to follow them, 
but from thofe Engines of Deftruction, the murdering 
Fury of which they had no Means to refiit, nor Num- 
bers to fupply. 

The Lofs of this Battle was fucceeded by a ftill 
more affecting Misfortune; the Death of a Mother, 
whofe maternal Tendernefs was fuch as rendered 
her unable to furvive her Son’s Defeat, gave an ad- 
ditional Stroke, which his Majefty was not prepared 
to receive. He however fupported himfelf under this 
Affliction with a Dignity becoming a great Prince, 
who, notwithftanding this fevere Trial of his Forti- 
tue, appeared fuperior to his Misfortunes. 

The Ruffians, who till now had moved unwill- 
ingly, and who for more than fix Months had lingered 
on their March, all of a Sudden quickened their Mo- 
tions, and fhewed they were in Earneft to accomplifh 
the Ruin of Prufia. The Declaration his Majefty 
caufed to be publifhed on this Occafion, is full 
of Moderation, and of Sentiments becoming a 
great Prince : So important a Piece’ will admit of 
no Abridgement, and is therefore inferted here at 
full Length. 

It is fufficiently known, that the King of Pruffia 
after the Example of his glorious Anceftors, has, ever 
fince his Acceffion to the Crown, laid it down as a 
Maxim, to feck the Friendfhip of the imperial Court 
of Ruffia, and cultivate it by every Method. His 
Pruffian Majetty hath had the Satisfa@tion £6 live, for 
feveral fucceflive Years, in the flzifteft Harmony with 

: the 
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the reigning Emprefs ; and this happy Union would 
be ftill fubfifting, if evil-minded Potentates had not 
broke it by their fecret Machinations, and carried 
Things to fuch a Height, thatthe’ Minifters on both 
Sides have been recalled, and the Correfpondence 
broken off, 

However melancholy thefe Circumftances might 
be for the King, his Majefty was neverthelefs moft 
attentive to prevent any Thing that might increafe 
the Alienation of the Ruffian’ Court. He hath been 
particularly careful,during theDifturbances of the War 
that now unhappily rages, to avoid whatéver might 
involve him in a Difference with that Court, notwith- 
{tanding the great Grievances he hath to alledge againft 
it; and that it was publickly known, the Court of 
Vienna had at laft drawn that of Ru/fia into its def- 
tructive Views, and made it ferve as an Inftrument for 
favouring the Schemes of Auffria. 

His Majefty hath given the whole World incon- 
teftable Proofs, that he was under an indifpenfable 
Neceflity of having Recourfe to the Meafures he hath 
taken againft the Courts of Vienna and Saxony, who 
forced him by their Condu& to take up Arms for 
his Defence, yet, even fince Things have been brought 
to this Extremity, the King hath offered to lay down 
his Arms if proper Securities fhould be granted to him. 

His Majefty hath not negleGed to expofe the Ar- 
tihces by which the imperial Court. of Ruffa hath 
been drawn into Meafures fo oppofite to the Emprefs’s 
Sentiments, and which would excite the utmof In- 
dignation of that great Princefs, ifthe Truth could be 
placed before her without Difguife. “The King did 
more ; he fuggefted to her imperial Majefty fufEcient 
Means either to excufe her taking no Part in the pre~ 
fent War Sor to avoid upon the jufteft Grounds, the 
Execution of thofe’Enzagements which the Court of 
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Vienna claimed by a manifeft Abufe of Obliga’ 
tions, which they employed to pailiate their unlawful 
Views, 

It wholly depended upon the Emprefs of Ruffa 
to extinguifh the Flames of the War without un- 
fheathing the Sword, by purfuing the Meafures fug- 
gefted by the King. © This’ Condué& would have im- 
mortalifed her Reign throughout all Hurope. It would 
have gained her more lafting Glory, than can be ac- 
quired by the greateft Triumphs. . 

The King finds with Regret, that all his Precaution 
and Care to maintain Peace with the Ruffian Empire 
are fruitlefs, and that the Intrigues of his Enemies 
have prevailed. His Majefty fees all’ the Confidera- 
tions of Friendfhip and good Neighbourhood fet afide 
by the imperial Court of Ru/fia, as well as the Ob- 
fervance of its Engagements, with his Majefty. He 
fees that Court marching its Troops through the Ter 
sitories of a foreign Power, againft the Inclination of 
that Power, and contrary to the Tenor of Treaties, 
in order to attack the King in’ his Dominions, and 
thus taking Part in a War in which his Enemies has 
involved the’ Ruffian Empire. 

In fuch Circumftahces, the King hath no other 
Part to take, but to employ the Power which God 
hath entrufted to him, in defending himfelf, pro- 
teCling his Subjects, and repelling every unjuft 
Attack. 

His Majefty will never lofe Sight of the Rules which 
are obferved, ‘even in the Midit of War, “among ci- 
vilized Nations. But, if contrary to all Hope and 
Expectation, thefe Rules fhould be violated by the 
Troops of Ruffia, if they commit in the King’s Ter- 
ritories, Diforders and Excefles difallowgd by the 
Laws of Arms, his Majefty muft not beblamed if 
he make Reprifais in Saxony, and if, inflead of. that 
good 
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good Order and rigorous Difcipline which have hither- 
to been obferved by his Army, avoiding all Sorts 
of Violence, he finds himfelf forced, contrary to his 
Inclination, to fuffer the Provinces and Subjedts of Sax- 
ony to be treated in the fame Manner as his own Ter- 
ritories fhall be treated. 

As to the Reft, the King will foon publifh to the 
whole World the Futility of the Reafors alledged 
by the imperial Court of Ruffia to juftify its Ag- 
greffion: And as his Majefty is forced upon making 
his Defence, he has Room to hope with Confidence, 
that the Lord of Hofts will blefS his righteous Arms, 
that he will difappoint the unjuft Enterprizes of his 
Enemies, and grant him his powerfulAffiftance to en- 
able him to make Head againft them. 

To this Declaration no Reply has appeared ; 
Hoftilities however commenced on the Part of Ruffia, 
by attacking Ademel, a Town fituated on the Frontiers 
of Pruffia, and which after a fhort Refiftance was 
obliged to capitulate ; but committed fuch unheard of 
Cruelty and. Brutalities as fhock human Nature, and 
will fx an eternal Mark of Infamy on an Enemy, 
who call themfelves Chriflians, and-.who promifed 
nothing but Moderation and good Difipline in the 
Memorials they have publithed. . 

In the mean Time feveral fmall Skirmithes hap- 
pened between the Pruffian and Auffrian Armies, but 
without any Thing of Confequence attending them 
except the taking of Zittau, which was attended with 
many uncommon Circumftances of, Cruelty on one 
Side, and DiftrefSs on the other; Ziffan was a Saxor 
trading Town, which the Pruffians had taken ,Pof- 
fefon of, and Jaid up in it fome military Stores and 
Provifions forthe Ufe ofthe Army. The duffrians 
however When they came before it paid po Regard 
tothe Inhabitants, as being Friends and Allies, but 
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began to throw Bombs and red hot Balls into: it, with 
fo little Intermiffion, that it was foon fet on Fire in 
many Places. . In the Confufion. which the Conflagra- 
tion produced, the /u/frzans entered the ‘Town,- and 
the Inhabitants, imagined they had then nothing more 
to fear, and that their Friends the 4u/frians would 
affift. them to extinguifh the Flames, and, fave the 
Place; but this Imagination however reafonable, was 
difappointed ; the. Pandours and Sclavonians, who rufhed 
in with the regular Troops, made no Diftinétion be- 
tween the Pru/fians and Inhabitants of Zittau ; inftead 
of aflifting to quench the Flames, they began. to 
plunder the . Warehoufes, which the Fire had 
not reached, fo that all the valuable Goods they 
contained, efpecially Linens, were. either carried off 
or reduced. to Afhes: The Mothers, Wives, and 
Children of the. Merchants were killed as they were 
fitting in their Chambers and Nurferies, by the Bombs 
which fell through the Roofs, of the Houfes. Six 
hundred and twenty three Dwellings befides Ware- 
houfes were burnt to the Ground ; the Stadthoufe alfo, 
with all the publick Buildings were deftroyed, except 
thd Cathedral, which was fo much damaged that it 
is every Moment expected to fall. “The Number of 
Perfons of both Sexes that were killed inthis Affault, 
amounted to above four hundred, befides thofe who 
were buried under the Ruins, or bruifed, burnt, or 
otherwife mounted by the burfting of the Bombs and 
the falling of Houfes. 

By the Treaty of Ver/ailles the. French engaged 
to furnifh the Emprefs Queen with a large Body of 
‘Troops, which were to enter Saxony on this Side 
while the u/frians attacked the Pruffian Army on 
the other. But this Army, which was furnifhed by 
the French, were {topped by the Duke of @@m:berland 
at the Head of an Army of Obfervation ; and it was 
pofitively 
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afferted, that his Royal Highnefs would be able to 
maintain his Ground between the Aer and the Elbe, 
till the Rigour of the Seafon fhiould have put an End 
to the Campaign ; but that Hope’ was at once dif- 
appointed, and the Affertion proved to be falfe by a 
hafty Convention between the Duke and Marfhal 
Richlieu, by which the Campaign is now clofed on 
this Side, and Marfhal Richliew, at Liberty either to 
advance with his whole Force, into S$ axony in order to 
diflodze the Pruffians from that Electorate, and car- 
ry the Flames of War into Silefia, and the other 
Dominions of Pruffia. Before the Conclufion of this 
Convention, which has opened the Enemy a free Paf- 
fage into Germany, the Ravages of the Ruffian Coffacks 
and other Barbarians in Poli/h Prujffia, had rendered 
an Attack upon their main Army abfolutely neceflary. 
General Lehwald, who commanded a Body of 30,000 
Men, finding it impoffible to {pare Detachments from 
fo {mall a Number, to. cover the Inhabitants from the 
Outrages committed upon them by thefe Savages, 
refolved to attack the Entrenchments of the Enemy, 
though at a Difadvantage fo great as to leave but a 
bare Poffibility of Succefs. The Account of the 
Engagement which happened on the 3oth of Augu/ts 
‘as publifhed in the Berlin and Landon Gazettes is as 
‘follows. ! 
_. That the Ruffian Army amounting to 80,000 re- 
gular Troops, had chofen a moft advantageous Camp 
neat Norkiten. It was- compofed of four Lines, each 
of which was defended by an Intrenchment with a 
numerous Artillery, and Batteries placed upon all the 
Eminences, Notwithftanding fo great a Superiority, 
Marthal Lebwald determined to attack the Enemy 
with his Army which hardly confifted of 30,000 Men. 
The Attack began at five in the Morning, and was 
carried on with fo much Vigour, that the Pruffians 
entirely 
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entirely broke the whole firft Line of the Enemy, and 
forced all their Batteries. 

The Prince of Hoelfein Gottorp, Brother to the 
King of Sweden, at the Head of a Regiment of Dra- 
goons, routed the Enemy’s Cavalry; and afterwards 
fell upon a Regiment of Grenadiers, which was cut 
to Pieces ; but when the Pruffians came to the fecond 
fntrenchment, Marfhal Lebwald, feeing that he could 
not attempt to carry it without expofing his whole 
Army, took the Refolution to retire,. which he did 
in the beft Manner, and without the Enemy’s daring 
to ftir out of their Intrenchments to purfue them. 
The Pruffians returned to their former Camp at Velau, 
where they remained ; as did the Enemy in their Camp. 
The Lofs of the Pruffians did not exceed 2000 
Killed and wounded, which Lofs however was im= 
mediately replaced by the difciplined Militia. -The 
Lofs of the Enemy muft be néar 14,000. General 
Lapuchin was wounded and taken Prifoner, with a 
Colonel of the Ruffian Artillery, but the former fent 
back on his Parole. The Pruffian Army had, 
at firft made themfelves Mafters of above 80 Pieces 
of Cannon, but were afterwards obliged to abandon 
them with x1 of their own,for want of Carriages. The 
Pruffians have loft no General or Officer of Diltin&ion. 
Lieutenant General Dohbna is the only one wounded, 
It is faid there are three Ruffian Generals killed. 

The Account publifhed by Field Marfhal Abraxin, 
is conceived in general Terms. It reprefents the 
Attack as contrary to all the Rules of War, and as 
the Effects either of pofitive Orders or of Defpair. Te 
acknowledges that the Pruffian Forces behaved as 
well as Men could do; but it aflerts, that they had 
to,0c0 killed and wounded, ‘whereas the Ruffians 
had but’ +000. 
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While thefe unfavourable Events have happened, 
the Armies of his Pruffian Majefty have been in con- 
tinual Fxercife. When the 4u/frians were approach- 


ing Lufatia, the King’s Armies were drawn toge- 
ther to cover that. Marquifate ; but when his Majef- 
ty was aflured of the Arrival of the French on the 
Confines of Saxony, aided by the Army of the Em- 
pire, and commanded by a Marthal of France, he 
hefitated not a Moment to-quit Lufatia, in orders 
by giving Battle to this new Enemy, to keep the 
Seat of War at a Diftance from his own Domini- 
ons. On the 15° of Augu/?, however, when he firft 
formed this Refolution, and before he determined to 
put it in Execution, he went in Sight of the 4u/- 
trian Camps and within Cannon-fhot. So foon as 
‘they perceived his Troops, they ftruck their Tents 
and drew up in Order of Battle. The King form- 
ed his. Army over againft them, and immediately 
went to reconnoitre} the Ground between the Ar- 
fies’; but as it was then late, he deferred the more 
exact Examination of the Ground til) next Day. 
The two Armies continued all Night -under Arms. 
On the 64, at Day-break the King returned to re- 
comnoitrée the Situation of the Enemy with the ut- 
moft Exactnefs. He found them encamped with 
their Right at the River Nei/fé: The reft of their 
Army extended along a Height, to a Mountain .co- 
vered with Wood, which proteéted their Left ;. be- 
fore their Front, at the Foot of the Hill, on which 
they were drawn up, was a {mall Brook paflable on- 
ly in three different Places, .and that for 4 or g 
Men a-breaft, Towards the Left of the 4u/frian 
Army, there was an “Opening, where three or. four 
Battalions might have marched in Front ; but behind 
it they had placed three Lines of Infantry; and, on 
a Hill which flanked this Opening wrhin Mufket- 
fhot, 
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thot, were placed 4000 Foot, with 40 or 50 Pie- 
ces of Cannon ; fo that really this was the ftrongeft 
Part of their Caup. The King, to leave nothing 
undone that might force the 4u/frians to a Battle, 
fent General WVinterfeldt, with Part of the Army, to 
the other Side of the Nez/e by the Bridge of Hirchfeld, 
to try to take them in Flank. But that being like- 
wife found impoffible, the Pruffian Army, after ly- 
ing four Days before the Enemy, returned on the 
20'™ to their Camp at Bernftedel : They were fol- 
Jowed by fome Huflars and Pandours, who however 
had not the Satisfaction to take one fingle Pack- 
horfe in the Retreat. The 4ufrians fay, they are 
130,000 Strong; yet they durft not rifque a Bat- 
tle, though the King gave them the faireft Occa- 
fions. The Day he returned to Bernftedel, after he 
had retired about 2000 Yards he drew up the, Ar- 
my ina Line of Battle, and remained fo upwards 
of an Hour : But not a Man ftired from the 4u/rian 
‘Camp. 

On the 28°* of dugu/?, after having refrefhed his 
Army, he decamped fudden!y from Bernffedel, leav- 
ing the Prince of Bevern, Prince Ferdinand, and Ge- 
neral Winterfield, with 30,000 Men near Gorlhitz, 
to obferve the Motions of the Enemy. He took 
the Road of Drefden, where on the 29'" he refted 
with his advanced Guard, and next Morning, at 
four, continued his March, his main Body conftant- 
ly occupying in the Evening the Camp the advan- 
ced Guard had quitted the Morning before. On 
the 12°® of September his whole. Army halted for 
the Pontoons and heavy Baggage, and on the 138 
he pafled the Sale, on which Imperialifts and French 
quitted their Camp at Erfurt, and retired towards 
Gotha, _where they expe confiderable Reinforce- 
ments. 

In 
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In the mean Time the u/frians, who before 
the King began his March, kept clofe within their 
Intrenchmenrs, began again to fhew themfelves e- 
very where, On the 6'* of September they. took 
Peffeffion of Bernftzdel which the Praffian Garrifon 
had quitted, except one Battalion only, who were 
made’ Prifoners of War. On the 7‘* a fharp En- 
gagement happened between the main Body of the 
Auftrian Army, and General Winterfield, the Parti- 
culars whereof are thus related by the Pru/ffians. 

On the 7° a Body of 15,000 | 4u/?rians attacked 
two Battalions of Winterfied’s Troops, who were 
pofted on an Eminence, on the other Side of the Na/s 
near Hannerfdorf, in the Neighbourhood of Gaerlitz : 
They were repulfed feveral Times; but at aft 
they tookPofleffion of the Eminence, which they have 
fince abandoned. The Enemy loft 3000 Men, and 
we had 800 killed or wounded ; but what greatly 
heightens our Lofs is the Death -of the brave Ge- 
netal WVinterfield, who received .a Shot from 2 
Cannon as he was leading up Succours,to-the Batta- 
lions which were engaged, and died the Night fcl- 
lowing. | 

The Death of this great General is an irreparable 
Lofs to the Pruffians, as he was equally remarkable 
for his Courage 'and Condu@. His Pruffian Majet- 
ty received at the fame Time, the News of the 
Death of General. Winterfield, and that the Swedes 
had begun Hoftilities in Pomerania; to’ which this 
magnanimous Prince anfwered, with Tears ftanding 
in his Eyes, ** I may find Refources againft the. Mul- 
“ titude of my Enemies; but how few Men are 
&¢ equal to Winterfield !” 

On the 13°° of September his Majefty entered 
Erfurth, and from thence proceeded to Gotha, the 
Iemperialifis and French retiring before him, alier hav- 
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ing difmounted the Cannon, and broken the Car- 
riages. Here he continued all Night, and the next 
Day returned to his Camp at Kirk/chlaben, near Er- 
furth, having left his Dragoons and Huffars behind 
him, under the Command of General Seydelitz, 
between whom, ‘and a confiderable Part of the com- 
bined Army, a Rencounter happened on the 19' of 
which the following Particulars muft not be omitted, 

The combined Army was aflembied near Erfen- 
ach, and intrenched in the Defiles of the Mountains 
to wait the Attack of the Pru/ffians who ftill continu- 
ed near Erfurth; but in the mean Time the Com- 
manders came to a Refolution of making as Attempt 
to carry off Seydlitz’s Party at Gotha, which confifted 
of about 1200 Men; for this Purpofe they marched 
all Night with almoft all their Cavalry, and 23 
Companies of Grenadiers, amounting in the whole 
to between 7 and 8000 Men, and arrived about 8 in 
the Morning ; but Seydelitz, though furprized, made 
a good Retreat, not lofing 20 Men. The Princes 
fiilburghaufen and Soubife, and all the French Genes- 
als, came-up to Court at 137 o’Clock ; the Infantry 
pofiefled themfelves of the Town, and it was ex- 
pected they would have remained here: But Seydelitz 
perceiving a Fog to arife, determined to improve it 5 
he therefore retired behind the Hills about a League 
off, towards Erfurth, where hecaufed 100 Dra- 
goons to difmount, to reprefent Infantry, and divided 
the reft of the Troops into 22 {mall Bodies, which 
extended themfelves wery far, and, by the Favour 
of the Fog, appeared like fo. many Squadrons, At 
one ia the Afterncon he attacked the French with 
his Huffars only ; and News was ipamediately carried 
to the French Generals, that the whole Pruffian Ar- 
my was advancing; that they lay behind the Hills, 
and that they were extending towards the Left, in 
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erder to furround them; whereupon. they- made all 
pofible Hafte to retreat, and after having marched 
all Night, were obliged to return the Way they came, 
without having any Refrefhment ; fo, that in two 
Hours Time there was not a Frenchman left, M, 
de Seydelitz puxfued them, made 40 Prifoners, killed 
about the fame Number, tooka great deal of Bag- 
gage, and. was very near taking feveral general Off; 
cers, who had ftaid too long in the Town. ‘This 
A@tion, though of no great Confequence in itfelf, 
does great Honour to the General. “The King, how- 
ever, did not think proper to let him remain at Gothg 
any longer. 7 


The 21° he returned to Evfurth, and the fame 

Evening the Vanguard of the French Army again ree 
pofieffed themfelves of Gotha, 
During thefe TranfaCtions, the Ruffians who had 
advanced as far as Wolau, and committed the mott 
horrid Outrages on the poor Peafants, and other In- 
habitants of the Country they invaded, made 2 fud- 
den and precipitate Retreat back to Rujfa ; they took 
the Road of Zi//et, marching with fuch Expedition 
and Secrecy, that.no Party difpatched after them 
was able todo any Thing more than pick up the 
fick and wounded, who were left bebind in the Road, 
The Fleet alfo returned to Cronffadt, and their Gal- 
lies retired under the Cannon of the Fortre(s’ of 
AMemel, afer burning 70. Veflels in which they ufed 
to carry their Provifions, and thrown a thoufand Sacks 
ef Flour into the Sea. 

But to fupply the Place of the Ru/fians, the Swedes 
under the Command of Count Hanzlion have entered 
Pruffian Pomerania in a hoftile Manner, and pub- 
lithed the following Declaration, to account for fo unr 
‘expected and extraordinary a Meafure, 

¢ His 
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‘6 His Majelty the King of Sweden, in Quality of 
«¢ Guarantee of Weffphalia, could not excufe himfelf 
from caufing his Troops to enter the Prujfian Di- 
‘© yifion of the Dutchy of the Anterior Pomerania, 
“¢ being by fuch Guaranty obliged to be vigilant in 
«© the Support of the Conftitations of the Empire at 
*< this Time infulted ; to obtain Satisfaétion as the 
«¢ States of the Empire, which have fuffered Injury, 
<< have a juft Right to expect, and to reftore them to 
‘Ss the Peace which has been infringed by the Treaty of 
‘6 Weftphatia.” 


In Anfwer to this the King of Prufia, by an op- 
pofite Declaration has proved ina convincing Man- 
ner, thatthe Crown of Sweden could not, upon any 
legal Foundation, lay any Thing to his Charge, to 
make it appear that he had really difturbed the Peace 
of We/tpbalia ; and therefore his Majefty enjoins his 
Vaflals, Magiftrates, and Subjects of the Anterior Po- 
merania, as likewife the Receivers, publick Officers, 
and other Perfons of Employment, to the Obfervance 
of their refpeGtive Duties towards their Sovereign, 
without any Regard to the Prohibitions enjoined them 
by Sweden, and this they are obliged to do under a 
Penalty to the Refraétory of the moft ‘rigorous Indigna- 
tion of their Sovereign, &c. 


Amidft all thefe Difficulties which his Pruffian 
Majefty is obliged to encounter on every Side, by the 
Multitude of his Enemies, he ftill fupports that Mag- 
nanimity of Mind, which no Misfortunes feem able 
to deftroy. Among many other Inftances that might 
be given we have feleéted the following Letter written 
by that Monarch fome Timé after-the unfortunate Bat- 
tle of Colin. 


“ The 
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Letter from the King of Pruflia to Lord 
- Marfhal. 


s¢ The Imperial Grenadiers are an admirable Corps ; 
one hundred Companies defended a rifing Ground that 
my beft Infantry could not carry. Ferdinand, who 
commanded them, returned feven Times to the Charge 
but to no Purpofe. At firft he maftered a Battery, 
but could not hold it. The Enemy had the Advantage 
of anumerous.and well ferved Artillery. It did Ho- 
nour toLichten/tein,who had theDirection; thePruffian 
Artillery alone can difpute it with him. My Infanuy 
were too few. All my Cavalry were prefent, and idle 
Spe@ators, except a bold Pufh by my houfhold ‘Troops. , 
and fome Dragoons. Ferdinand attacked without © 
Powder: The Enemy, in Return, were not fparing 
of theirs. They had the advantage of arifing Ground, 
of Intrenchments, and of prodigious ‘Artillery. Se- 
veral of my Regiments were repulfed by their Mufque- 
try. Henry performed Wonders. | tremble for my 
worthy Brothers : They are too brave: Fortune turned 
her Back on me this Day. I ought to have expected 
it: She’s aFemale, andI am no Gallant. In Fact 
I ought to have had more. Infantry.----Succefs, my 
dear Lord, often occafions a deftruGive Confidence. 
Twenty four Battalions were not fufficient to diflodge 
fixty thoufand Men from an advantageous Poft. Ano- 
ther Time we will do better.--- What fay you of this 
League, that has only the Marquifs of Brandenburg 
for ics Object? The great Elector would be furprized 
to fee his Grandfon at War with the Ru/fians, the 
Auftrians, almott all Germany, and a hundred thoufand 
French Auxiliaries.---I know not if it- will be a Dif- 
grace in me to fubmit, but Lam fure there wil! be no 
Glory in vanquifhjng me.” 
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“Such are ‘the noble, the generous Sentiments’ -of, 
this great Prince ; he does not meanly endeavour to 
“conceal his Defeat, or depreciate either the Courage 
or Conduét of the Enemy. Nor would his great and 
noble Soul ‘fuffer him to impute the Lofs ofthe Battle 
to’ any: other, when he was confcious it was owing to 
a Miftake of his own. 

« Inthe Courfe of thefe Memoirs, we have already 
given feveral Inftances of the piercing Genius, and 
extenfive Learning of this.great Prince y but:we pre- 
fume the Reader will not be difpleafed: to. find we 
have alfo added ‘the two following. The firit of thefe 
hamely, an Effay on the Government of Brandenburg, 
was wrote fometime fince ; but the latter, an Ode oft 
Death, *very lately. 





Of the ancient and smodern Government of 
the Country of Brandenburg. 


Before the Country of Brandenburg was converted 
to Chriftianity, it was governed by Druids; as was 
formerly all Germany. Under the Vandals,the Teutons, 
and the Suevi,theirPririces weteGenerals appointed by 
‘the Nation ; and were called /ir/fen, which fignifiés 
-Commanders or Leaders.. The Emperors, who fub- 
dued thofe Barbarians, eftablifhed Governors over 
“the Frontiers, who were named AZargraves, to curb 
‘this-warlike Nation, extrernely jealous:of het Liberty. 
“There: are. fo few Records remaining of thofe diftant 
Ages, that to avoid» mixing Fables with Hiftory, we 
-fhall. confine ourfelves ‘to the Government of the 
EleGerate; under the Princes of the Houfe of Ho- 
benzollern. 

In the Year t412, when the Burgtaves of Norem- 
berg were firft eftablifhed inthe Marcky the Nobility, 
who were bacome refty and intractable under the 

iJate Regencies, refufed to yield them Homage: As 
they 
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they were fupported’ in their Independence by. the 
Dukes of Pomerania, they grew formidable to their A, 
Sovereign ; the great Families were powerful, they 
armed their Subjects, and waged War with each other, 
tobbing Travellers even on the Highways. ‘Their 
Places of Retreat were ftrong Caftles, furrounded with 
deep Ditches. Thus, thefe -petty Tyrants having 
divided the Authority, amongit them, ravaged . the 
open Country with Impunity; and.as there was no 
Government that could: enforce the Execution of its 
Iaws, an univerfal  Diforder prevailed, and the In- 
habitants were reduced: tothe utmoft Mifery. The 
great Families that arofe in this State of Anarchy, 
were thofe of Kitzow, Putlitz, Bredow, Hotizendorff, 
Uchtenhagen, Torgow, Arnim, Rockow, and the Lords 
of Hoken/teia ; it is with thefe that the Elector Frederick 
I. had to deal. : , 
Notwithftanding they were fubdued by this Prince 
yet they continued ftill Mafters of the Government : 
They granted the Supplies, regulated the Impofts, 
fixedthe Number of Troops which were: never. raif- 
“ed but in Cafe of Neceflity; and were paid by.them; 
they were confulted alfo upon the Meafures proper to 
‘be taken for the Defence of the Country; and it 
“was by their Advice that the Laws were admi- 
~niftered.: , ; ‘ 
Hiftory furnifhes us» with more that one Inftarncs 4 
-of the Power of tne States. The Elector bert, in 
-the Year'1472, the Achilles owed a hundred. thoufand 
Florins; and to get clear of the Debt he defired the 
States to charge themfelves with the Payment of the: 
Money. They confented, and ,Jaid an Excife on, a 
Beer, which they granted only for feven Years :. Whey 
-yaifed it afterwards, and from thence comes what ts. 
called the Landfchaft or-the publick Bank. 
Under the Elector, Joachim I. 1530, the States, 
laid a Duty. on Mills, Farms, and Sheep-folds, 19 
order 4 
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érder to keep two hundred Horfe in Pay, whom 
this Prince fent to affift the Emperor againft the 
Infidels, 

In the Elector Faachim II’s Time, the Credit of the 
States was fo great, that they redeemed fome Baili- 
wicks, upon which that Prince had borrowed Money 5 
on Condition neither he nor. his Succeffors fhould ever 
after mortgage or fell them. He confulted them upon 
all Occafions, and * promifed not to undertake any 
Thing without their Confent. They even entered 
into a Correfpondence with Charles V. and gave him 
to underftand, that they did not approve the Elector 
fhould go to the Diet ; and accordingly he did not un- 
dertake the Journey, 

Yohn Sigifmund and George William in 1628, con- 
fulted the States in regard to the Succeffion of Fulers 
and Berg. They nominated four Deputies, who 
followed the Court, as well to affift as counfel, as to 
be employed in Negotiations, and for fuch other 
Purpofes as Circumftances might point out,>in the 
Service of thofe Princes. 

George William in 1631, confulted the States for 
the laft Time to know whether they approved that 
he fhould enter into an Alliance with the Swedes, by 
putting them in Poffeffion of his ftrong Holds ; or 
whether he fhould fide with the Emperor. From that 
Time Schwartzenberg got fuch a powerful Afcendant 
over this weak Prince, that he abforbed the whole 
Authority of the Sovereign and of the States, and levi- 
ed Taxes: by his own Authority. Thus the States 
had no ‘more left them, of that Power which they 
had never abufed, than the Merit of a blind Submiffion 
to the Orders of the Court. 

The Eletors had no other Council than the States 
till the Reign of Foachim Frederic. ‘This Prinee 
effablifhed a Council compofed of a Minifter for the 

Adminiftration 
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Adminiftration of Juftice, another for the Management 
of the Revenue, another for the Affairs of the Empire; 
and another who was. Marthal of the Court ; over all 
which prefided a Stadtholder. From this Council all 
Decifions were iffted out in the laft Refort, all Orders 
civil and military, all Regulations concerning the Po- 
lice ; and it was they that drew up -Inftructions 
for the Minifters employed in foreign Courts. 
When the Eleétor happened to be obliged, either 
by a Journey or by War, to leave his Dominions, 
this Council exercifed the Funétions of the Sovereign- 
ty: They gave Audience to foreign Minifters ; and 
had the fame Power in fhort, as that which a 
Regency is poflefled of, during the Minority of a 


Prince. 


The Power of the prime Minifter and of the | 


Council was almoft boundlefs ; Count Schwartzenbergy 
jn particular, had increafed his Authority under George 
William to fach a Degree, that it feemed, equal to that 
of the Mayors of the Place under the French Kings 
of the firft Race. But the enormous Abufe he made 
of it, gave the EleGtor Frederic William a Dilike to 
all prime Minifters. We find by the Regulations 
made by this Prince in 1651, that each of the great 
Officers had his different Department, and that in every 
Province there were two Counfellors to regulate the 
Affairs belonging to that Diftrict. 
Frederic William, in the Beginning of his Reign, 
- gefided at Koning/berg in Pruffia : He took Care to 
provide the Council whom he left at Berlin, with 
ample Inftructions relating to the Circumftances of 
that Time. The Troops received their Orders from 
the oldeft Generals who happened to be in the Pro- 
vince ; and the Governors of fortified Towns received 
Orders direCtly from himielf. 
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‘ Upon the Death of the Chanecllor Goriz, this 
Dignity was fuppreffed, and Baron Schwerin was miade 
firft. Prefident of the Council, The Departments 
weré divided, fo that whatever related to the Adminif- 
tration of the Laws, was carried fo the Council of 
Juftice, who had a Prefident at their Head: The 
JurifdiGiion of the Officers of the Court, depended on 
the Governor of the Caftle; The Revenue was admi+ 
niftered by the Chamber of the Domains, which 
was fubdivided into feveral Offices ; of which Baron 
Meinders, and after him the Sieur de Fenay had the 
general Direétion. . ? 

_ The’ ecclefiaftical Affairs were direQted by a 
‘Confiftory, compofed partly of Priefts; and partly 
of Laymen ; befides the abovementioned Colleges, 
the Chancery of the Fiefs determined all feudal 
Affairs. } 

Things continued almoft on this Footing, during 
the Reign of Frederic I. 1688, with this Difference, 
that he let himfelf be governed entirely by his Minif- 
ters,  Dunclemen, who had been his Preceptor, became 
Mafter of the State ; upon the Difgrace of that Mi- 
nifter, Count Vartenberg had the very fame Influence 
over his Sovereign ; and Kamke would in the like 
Manner, have fucceeded the great Chamberlain, if 
the King’s Death had not pyt an End to his growing 
Power. | 

Frederick William 1. im 1713, changed the whole — 
‘ Form of the State and Government ; he limited the 
Power of the Minifters ; and they, who had been 
Mafters of his Father, became his Servants. 

The Dire@tion of foreign Affairs was committed 
to the Sjeur's d’ Itgen and Kniphaufen, thefe Minif- 
ters conferred with the Envoys, and held a Corref- 
pondence with the Pruffian Miinifters in the different 
Courts of Exrope ; but they were particularly entra 
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ted with the Affairs relating to the Empire, to the 
Boundaries of the State, and the Rights and Privileges 
of the eleGtoral Family. The SteurCocceius, Minifter 
of State, had the general Direction-of the Adminif- 
tration of Juftice, and acted as Chancellor : Under 
him the Szeur de Armin had the Department of Ap- 
peals, and of the civil Juftice of Pruffia and Ravefberg s 
and the Sieur de Kat/ch was placed at the Head of the 
criminal Jurifdiction. . 

The Sieur de Prentz, great Marfhal of the Court, 
was made Prefident of the fuperior Confiftory, and 
intrufted with the Infpeétion of the Univerfities, 
charitable: Foundations, Canonries, and the Affairs of 
the Jews. 

The Revenue was the Part of the Government 
which had been moft neglected; for which Reafon 
the King made feveral Regulations, and eftablifhed 
the great DireGtory in 1724. This College is di- 
vided into four Departments, and at the Head of 
each is a Minifter of State. Prujffia, Pomerania 
and the New AZarck, with the Poft-Office, con- 
ftituted the firft Department, which was given to the 
Sieur de Grunkow : The EleGtorate of Brandenburg, 
the Dutchy of Adagdeburg, the Country of Rupin, 
and the Place of Secretary at War formed the'fe- 
cond Department, which was given to the Sieur de 
Krauk: The Territories on the Rhine and the We- 
fer, with the Salt-pits, made the third Divifion, which 
was given to the Sieur de Grone ; and the fourth had 
the Dire&tion of the Principality of Halberfiadt, the 
County of Mansfeldt, the Manufactures, the Stamp- 
Office, and the Mint; this fell to the Stewr de Vireck. 

The King united the Secretaryfhip at War with 
the Cominiffion of the Revenugs: Formerly thele 
Colleges employed forty Advgpates, forthe, Profe- 
Gution of the feveral Suits thaf’arofe in thofe €ourts, 
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at the fame Time that they neglected the Bufinefs 
for which they were defigned.; but after their Re- 
union, they employed their Time entirely in the Ser- 
vice of the State, 

Under thefe principal Departments, the King ef- 
tablifhed in each Province a Court of Juftice, and 
another of the Exchequer, fubordinate to the Minif- 
ters. The Minifters for foreign Affairs, as well as 
thofe appointed for the Adminiftration of Juftice and 
of the Revenue, made their Reports every Day to 
the King, who pronounced final Judgment on the 
feveral Matters laid before him. During his whole 
Reign there was not the leaft Decree which was not 
figned with his own Hand, nor the leaft Inftruction, 
of which he himfelf was not the Author. 

He declared all the Fiefs allodial, on Condition of 
a certain yearly Rent, which the Proprietors paid to 
the State. He laid out four Millions five hundred . 
thoufand Crowns in the Re-eftablifhment of Lithu- 
ania ; fix Millions in rebuilding feveral Towns in his 
own Dominions, in improving the City of Berlin, 
and founding the Town of Potzdam, belides purchaf- 
ing Hands to the Value of five Millions, which he 
incorporated with his own Domains, 

In a Word, it was Frederick William, that gave 
an advantageous Form to the State, and fettled the 
Government upon the Principles of Piudence and 
Wifdom. 








AN 


ODE on DEATH. 





HAT dol hear? fad Truth! afew hort 


Years, 
Or Days, or Moments (can it be ? ) 
May bring the Point mark’d in the rolling Spheres; 
That ends all Time to me. | 
Thou Sun, whofe orient Charms I oft explore, 
And wilt thou fet, to rife no more? ~ 
Earth, now I feel thy Weight---the Skies, 
The Univerfe itfelf, fly from my Sights 
And now, a Victim down the Stream of Night, 
I'm driven to the Sacrifice. 


Whilft living, I’m encompafs’d round with Death, 
Walk by his Side, in his cold Arms L lie ; 
And with my Food, impoifon’d by his Breath, 
I daily gorge Mortality. 
Ey’n jarring Elements confpire 
To quench the feeble vital Fire : 
Art brings her Aid (too oft the Art to kill) 
And to expell one evil ( fatal Skill ! ) t 
Admits a greater, more tyrannic Ill. 


This Idol proud, to whom my Soul divine, 
Submiffive bows, e’er long thall be 

Reduc’d to Duft, and moulder in a Shrine ; 
O mournful Deftiny ! 


The livid Food of Worms? dire painful Thought ! 


To bear the Idga yet my Soul’s untaught. 


Ah! 


a arg mnie, 
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Ah ! whence thy Pride, O pamper’d Clay? 
Reflecting what to-morrow’s Sun may bring. 
How canft thou foolifh Mortal, tranfient Thing. 
Thus footh the Phantom of.to Day ? 
What, of this vital animating Breath, 
That aéts, that thinks, fhall be the future Lot ? 
Say, fhall th’ illuftrious Victim fall by Death ? 
This Soul, that, in a fingle Thought, 
Purfues all Nature through the Sky, 
And knows the living God on High; 
The living God ?---It cannot will not be ; 





My dying Soul revives at Thought of thee : 
Who knows thee once, knows to Eternity. 

The Cloud difpell’d fee brighter Profpeéts rife ! 
Lo! dawning Hope and Blifs divine |. 

What Streams of Pleafure meet my ravith’d Eyes! 
And fhall that Joy be mine? 

The juft alone will tafte the promifs’d Blifs, 

But impious Souls fhall Head-long feek th’ Abyfs. 
There languifh out Eternity to come, 

Where. Heaven’s relentlefay Vengeance reigns : 
Or this, or that’s my final Doom. 

A Moment feals my Fate! perchance the next, 

A thoufand Objects hold. me faft---perplex’d, 

T rend my Soul, intirely caught, 

Andy like'a Tree torn from its Place of Birth, 

Am tortur’d from. this: Mother-Earth.--- 

Grandeur’s vain Phantoms, view’d, with jealous 

Eye, 
Ye chain my Soul that glad would upward fly, 
And caufe a. thoufand Deaths before I die. 


What do I fee? Aftonifhment! Surprife ! 
Sure Death no more can flay, devour: 
No Aim, nor Effort, With, nor Enterprife 
That feem to own his Pow’. 


*Tis 






KING of Prussia. 11g 
*Tis Error whifpers,---Man fhall never die--- 
Mankind, attentive, gorge the fatal Lie; 

They hoard, acquire, accumulate, 
Purfue Renown and the Field of Death ; 
The Age-worn Doiard, plodding, yields his Breath, 
At laft to unexpected Kate. 
Go, plow the Sea, difdain the raging Skies, 
Nor Dread nor Rocks, nor red-hot Lightning 
hurl’d ; . 
Licentious’ Mortals, go, Shipwreck defpife, 
_ And fhare the Plunder of another World. 
Dare all Things, till your Idol ye have caught: 
By your Example I'll be taught, 
Ah! are. you dead? Who would have thought, 
To fee you pant for Gold, project, implore, 
That Time would come when ye fhall be no more? 


Thou haughty Conqu’ror, who, with Fire and 
Sword, ote 
Haft, wafting, mark’d thy bloody Way ; 
The World, no doubt, fhall ftill obey thy Word ; 
A hundred Scepters thou fhalt {way. 
Ambitious Duft | efcap’d from Nature’s Void, 
What yields Ambition, when thy Hopes are cloy’d ? 
To conquer, triumph, and to die, 
Ah! were fo many Nations overcome, 
To deck, with mutilated Crowns, the Tomb 
Where putrid Bones fhould lie ? 


Behold this Stage of Life! the great, the wife, 

_ By fportive Fortune, round the Scene are led 3 
Then mark their Exit! my aftonith’d Eyes 
Scarce know the living from the dead. 

No more the Sweets of Flora bring, 
Which Fira wafts on Zephyr’s Wing 5 
Crown me with Myrtles in a Cyprefs Shade, 


Ah { 
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Ah! in the very Inftant of my Woe, 

Ev’n whilft on Truth I gaze, 
Relapfing Senfes, will ye go, 

‘Back to the winding Maze? 
What new Attration ? Was it all a Dream? 
“Is, then, the great, immortal Soul fupreme ? 
That Soul, which, if an Infe&t’s Web but draw 
To Pleafure’s Altar, will obey its Law. 
See Reafon failing down the frantic Stream ! 
This peopled World is but the Stage 
Of Folly: Fools of every Age 
Mifplay their Part. 
Like Fith efcap’d the Net, away we dart,, 
Wind with the Stream, by Danger till untaught, 
And, in the very Net we fhunn’d, are caught. 


O Voltaire! this perpetual Change, 
What Reafon comprehends f 
Inconftant Scene, Tranfition ftrange ! 

The Hour begun in Woe, in Rapture ends, 
Within cur Breafts, ’tis this fucceffive Reign 
Of Pleafure, with alrermate Pain, 
That, to the Coffin from our Birth, 
Sull coriftitites our Happinefs on Bai th, 








































INCE thefe Sheets were printed, Advice has 
n_) been received, that his Prujfian Maje®y has to- 
tally defeated the French and Imperial Armies, and 


the following Particulars publifhed by Authority in the 
Londan Gazette. : 


Extra of a Letter from the Pruffian Army upon the a 
Un@rut iz Thuringen, of the 7th of Noveinber B 


<< On the 24t* of Odober, the King’s Army hap- 
‘vided in feveral Corps, fome of them 
at the Diftance of twenty Leagues afunder. Upon 
Advice that the Princes of Saxe-Hildburghaufen and 
Soubife were marching up directly to Marfhal Kerth, 
who was then in Leipzig with feven Battalions, the 
King refolved that the Army fhould join again ; 
which was executed the 27°? of Oaber. The whole 
Army. remained at Leipzig the 28th and 29t% ; and 
every Body thought, that the Battle would be fought 
sn the Plains of Lutzen. On the 3oth, the King 
drew nigh that Place; and, on the 31°, in going 
through Weiffenfels and Merfeberg, 500 Men [of the 
combined Army] were made Prifoners of War. 

* The Enemy had repafled the Sala, and burnt 
down the Bridges at Veiffenfels, Mer feburg and Halles 
were foon repaired, and the whole Army 
having pafied the 
joined again the 3° of November in the Evening over 
againit the Enemy. 

‘© The King was going to engage them on the 
4'*, but deferied it, and the whole Day was {pent 


pened to be d 
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in a Cannonade, to which our Cavalry, being moft 
advanced, were expofed, and by which the French 
killed them nine Men, 

* On the 5‘* Intelligence was brought, at Nine 
o’Clock in the Morning, that the Enemy was every 
where in Motion. We heard their Drums beating 
the March the whole Morning ; and we could very 
plainly perceive from our Camp, that their whole In- 
fantry, which had drawn nearer upon the rifing 
Ground over againft us, was filing towards their 
Right. No-certain Judgment, however could yet be 
formed of the Enemy’s real Defign ; and as they 
were in want of Bread, it was thought probable, 
that they intended to repafs the Un/frut ; But it ‘was 
foon perceived, that their feveral Motions were con- 
tradictory to each other. At thex fame Time that 
fome of their Infantry was filing off towards their 
Right, a large Body of Cavalry marched towards their 
Left ; directing its March all along tothe rifing 
Grounds, with which our whole Camp, which lay in 
the Bottom between the Villages of Redraw and Ro/= 
bach, was furrounded, within the Reach of large Can- 
“fon. Soon after, that’ Cavalry was feen to halt, and 
afterwards to fall back to the Right. Some of this 
Corps remaired, however, whilft the reft was march- 
ing back. About Two in the Afternoon our Doubts 
were cleared up; and it ‘plainly appeared, that the E- 
nemy intended to attack us ; and that their Difpo: 
fitions were made with a’ View to furround us, and 
to open the Action by attacking us in the Rear. In 
cafe we had been defeated, the Corps, pofted over 
agaiuft Bederow, was to have fallen upon our routed 
‘Troops, and to have prevented their retiring to A/er- 
feburg, the only Retreat which would then have been 
left us. 


« ‘The 
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<¢ The King took the Refolution to march up to the 


Enemy and to attack them. 


<¢ His Majefty had determined to make the Attack 
with one Wing only ; and the Difpofition of the Ene- 
my made it neceflary that it fhould be the left Wing. 
The very Inflant the Batde was going to begin, his 
Majefty ordered the General who commanded the 
sight Wing, to decline it, to take a proper Pofition 
in confequence thereof, and, above all, to prevent 
our being furrounded, All the Cavalry of our right 
Wing, except two or three Squadrons, had already 
marched to the Left, which was done at full Gallop 
and being arrived at the Place affigned them they 


formed over againft that of the Enemy. 


Our Cavalry 


moved on immediately ; the Enemy’s advanced to 


maeet them, and the Charge was very 


fierce, feveral 


Regiments of the French coming on with great Re- 
{olution. The Advantage, however, was entirely 


onour Side. ‘The Enemy’s Cavalry 


being routed, 


were purfued for a confiderable Time, with great 


Spirit. But having afterwards reached an Eminences 
which gave them an Opportunity of rallying, out 


Cavalry fell upon them afrefh, and 
thorough a Defeat, that they betook 


gave them fo 
themfelves to 


Flight in the utmoft Diforder. This happened at 


Four in the Afternoon. 


Whil& the Cavalry charged, 
our Infantry opened themfelves. The Enemy cane 
nonaded them very brifkly during this Interval, and 
did fome Execution, but our Artillery was not bee 
hind-hand with them. This Cannonade having cone 
ginued on both Sides a full Quarter of an Hour, with- 
out the leat Intermiffion, the Fire of t 
gan. The Enemy could not ftand it, nor 
Valour of our Foot, who gallantly marched up to 
their Batteries. Thefe Batteries were carried one 
after another, and the a farsed to give 
( 


he Infantry be- 
refift the. 


Ways 
which 
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which they did in great Confufion: . As ‘the “left 
Wing advanced, the right*changed its Pofition ; and 
havingifoon ‘met ‘with a fmall rifing Ground, ‘they a- 
vailed themfelves of it, by planting fixteen Pieces. of 
heavy Ajtillery on it. The Fire from ‘thence was 
partly pointed at the Enemy’s Right, to increafe the 
Diforder there, ‘and took their left’ Wing in. Front, 
which -was ‘excéffively galled thereby.’ -At Five the 
the Victory was decided, ‘the Cannon ‘ceafed, and 
the Enemy fled on all Sides. They were purfued 
as long ‘as there was any Light to diftinguifh them 
iby ; and, it may be faid, that the Night alone was 
the Prefervation of this Ariny, ‘which was foformidable 
inthe Morning. They took the Benefit of the Dark- 
nefs to hurry on ‘to Freybourz, and there to: repafs the 
Onfirut, which they did on the Morning of the 6", af- 
‘ter a ‘whole Night’s March. ‘Lhe King fet out ear- 
ly in‘the Morning to purfue them with ail his.Cavalry, 
{upported by four Battalions 6f Grenadiers; the whole 
Infantry following ‘theny in two Columns, The 
Enemy had pafled the Unjtrut at Freybourg, when we 
arrived omits “Banks ; ‘and, ‘as they*had ‘burnt the 
Bridge, it became neceflary to triake another ; which, 
however, was foon done. The ‘Cavalry pafied firft, 
but could not ‘come up with the Enemy till Five in 
the Evening, upon the Hills of Bckerfoerg. It was 
too late to force them there 5 andthe King therefore 
thought proper to canton ‘his Atmy jin the neareft 
Villages, and to be fatisfied4with the Succefs our Huf- 
““‘fars had, in taking near 300 Baggage Waggons, and 
every Thing imthem. ‘This fo glorious a Vitory mutt 
be more agreeable ‘to his Majefty than any one he has 
ever gained, as it was atthe Price of fo little Blood, 
‘our whole Lofs not exceeding 500 in killed and woun- 
ded. Among the fomger is\General. A/enicke. “His 
Royal Highnefs Prince Henry, and General Zeidlitt, 
are both flightly wounded, | TF 
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ec Tf we confider. the Difpofition of both Armies, 
as to their Numbers, it muft_ be acknowledged, that 
theHand of Heaven has been on ourSide. TheEnemy 
boafted, thaf they were 70,000 ftrong. J believe 
they were-not quite fo many: But from the Ground 
which they covered, it may be inferred, that they 
were not lefs then 50,000 fighting Men. After the 
King had got together at Leipzig all the feveral Corps 
of his Army, he had. thirty-three Battalions and 
4.35quadrons, leaving a Garrifon of 5 Battalions at Leip- 
zig. He marched with the reft to. Lutzen ; and hav-- 
ing crofled the Sala at Weiffinfels, Merfeburg, and 
Halle, and left a Battalion in each of thofe Places, 
¢the whole Army, which joined after this Paflage, on 
the 3° of November, ovet againft the Enemy, confift- 
ed only in twenty-five Battalions and forty-four Squa- 
drons, During the’ Battle, the Regiment of Winter- 
field covered the Baggage, fo that the whole Weight . 
of the AGion fell upon the Cavalry, and’ twenty- 
three Battalions drawn up in two {Lines; ‘and even 
of this Infantry there were but fix Battalions that 
had Recourfe to the Fire of their Mufquetry, wz. four 
Battalions of Grenadiers, and the Regiment ef Old- 
Brunfwick, which did Wonders. That “Regiment 
loft its Colonel, with about 100 Men killed and 
wounded. 


«© The Lofs of the Enemy cannot be yet afcertain- 
ed. It is fuppofed they left 3000 Men upon the 
Fie'd of Battle. ‘The Psifoners exceed 4000 Men, 
and there is amongft them a great Number of Off- 
cers and Generals. We took fifty Pieces of Cannon, 
and a great many Standards and Colours. We have 
this Day taken four more Pieces of large Cannon, 
and made 4 or 500 Prifonggs.” 


Extra 
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Extra& of a Letter from an Officer in the Army of the 
Empire, dated from Exturth, Nov. 7. 

© At’ one in the Morning of the zoth paft, we 
Jeft our Quarters at Sieffen, and received Orders to 
repair to Weiffenfels: ‘The Regiment of Varel/ march- 
ed through the City, and over the Bridge, and was 
cantoned at Petra; two Regiments, wiz. thofe of 
Naffau and Deux Ponts, and Rechmen’s of Bavaria, 
with two Companies of French Grenadiers remained at 
Biiiabille <> +6 sok ace : 

‘ On the 31ft, af Five inthe Morning, the Pru/- 
fans came and attacked the City ; upon this the whole 
Army was ordered to aflemble ; but Prince Hildburg- 
baufen’s Quarters: being at halfa League’s. Diftance 
from,the City, Prince George of d’ Arm/tadt command- 
ed in his Abfence, and took every poflible Method 
to make Refiftance ; but it was too late : They were 
‘obliged to retire, and that. noble Bridge, which had 
coft above 100,000 Crowns, was burnt to fecure 
our retreat. The i‘ruffian Artillery made a terrible 
Fire, whilft the two Regiments were paffing the Bridge, 
The Regiment of Deux Ponts loft four Officers, and 
100 private Men, upon this Occafion. © The Captains 
Muncherede and Dames, with two Lieutenants; were 
among the former. The Lofs of Richman’s Regiment 
amounted to 200 Men, of whom fix were Officers. 
‘The whole Army continued before the Town, and 
the Felt Marfhal in his Quarters at Bageraz. In the 
Night 300 of the Wurtzburg Imperial Regiment were 
detached to the Place where the Bridge had been, in 
order to obferve the Enemy: 

*¢ During the whole Night 4 Noife was heard in 
the City, occafioned by the Strokes of Mallets; but 
it was not difcovered till Break of Day, that two Houfes 
had been turned into Batteries. As they were not yet 
finithed, we eafily difmounted them with our fix Pieces 
of Cannon which were fent thither, and killed them 
four Soldiers and one Workman, tt The 
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e The r’t of November, the Fire from the Artil- 
lery continued on both Sides till Teno’Clock, when 
we began to march towards Merfeburg ; the Baggage 
having gone before as far as Camburg, We were 
forced to lie on the Ground without Wood or Straw. 
In the mean while the French were reinforced by twen- 
ty Battalions and eighteen Squadrons, commanded 
by the Duc de Brogita. 7 

“¢ The 3! of Nowember we put ourfelves in a Pofture 
to wait the Enemy: At One in the Afternoon we 
retreated a League towards Freybourg, where we halite 
ted ; at Five were drawn up in Order of Battles 
and thus we advanced flowly towards the Enemy all 
Night. We were pofted in a Wood on. the Right, 
where we covered ourfelves by felling ‘Trees,p and 
Batteries were placed by the French on the two E- 
minences at each End of the Wood. On the Fourth 
we were in Prefence of the Enemy, and cainnonaded 
each other. The Enemy’s Cavalry advanced, but 
were repulfed by ours, fuftained by the Fire of our 
Artillery. The Enemy’s Infantry then moved fore 
ward in three Columns, but were alfo repulfed. On 
the 5'* the Cannonading began very early in the 
Morning on both Sides. The left Wing of the E- 
nemy extended as far as Legen, and their Right to 
Schorta ; and our Army was pofted in the Wood at 
Waneroda.. At Noon our Army, as well as the 
French, had Orders to form the Line of Battle, 
and to march out of the Entrenchments which we 
had made. We advanced towards the Enemy, keep- 
ing however, to the Left. The Enemy made a 
Feint of retiring, on which we redoubled our Pace, 
but we foon found what’ Kind of Retreat they were 
making. In order to deceive us the more effectually, 
they had fent fome Squadrons towards Merfeburg 5 
but the zelt of theiy Asmy was drawn up behind an 
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- Eminence which concealed them from’ ‘us. — It muft 
be confeffed, that: we fell completely into the Snare, 

* The firft Line of the French and our Cavalry 
continued advancing; when all on a fudden our right 
Wing received a terrible Fire from the Enemy, which 
we returned brifkly ; but, as .we had been obliged to 
advance'in fome Hurry, our Ranks were a little dif- 
ordered, which made the Enemy’s Fire fall the more 
heavily. upon us. Our Cavalry fled the firft upon a 
full Gallope, but our Artillery: fpported us fome 
Time longer ; at laft the French fled likewife ; and be- 
ing then no longer able to refift the Enemy, the Rout 
became general. 

“We have loft all our. Baggage and Artillery, and 
at leafi, 10,e00 Men. We marched the whole 
Night, and paffing the River at Freyberg, arrived at 
Eckart/berg at Six o’Clock inthe Morning. At Two 
o’Clock in the Afternoon the Feldt Marfhal and Prince 
George joined us. They had hardly fet down to Din- 
her,. but we perceived the Enemy at our Heels, who 
cannonaded us brifkly ; and as our Army was not got 
together, nothing was left for us but to retreat. Hav- 
ing again marched all Night, we arrived at laft at 
Er furth, where we now are in want of every Thing, 
though we are rather better off than before. It is now 
eight Days fince our Men have had Bread; they have 
lived upon Tyrnips and Raddifhes, which they dug 
@ut of the Earth.” . 





ExtraG of a Letter from Leipzig, dated Nov. 9. 


‘* Tt is unfortunately but too certain, that the com- 
bined Army has been totally defeated and difperfed. 
One Part of it has fled by Naumburg, she other by 
Freyburg.  Vhe Prince of Deffau purfues the one, 
and the Kingin Perfon the other, ‘Ichere have been 
: broyght 
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brought to Merfeburg about 5000 Prifoners, befides 
300 Officers. They are confined in the Churches. 

“©. The Army of the Empire has loft fixty-four 
Pieces of Cannon, with Kettle-Drums, Colours, and 
Standards, in great Number. General Revel, Bro- 
ther to the Duc de Broglio, died Yefterday of his 
Wounds at Merfeburg. This enormous Misfortune 
is attributed, folely, to the injudicious Difpofitions of 
the two Commanders ; and itis affured, that, for 
two Days, the Army had not had a Morfel of Bread. 
Three hundred Waggons, with the heavy Baggage 
of the French Army, and a great Number of Mules, 
were taken Yefterday at Eckerfberg. Pofterity will 
never believe, that at moft, 18,000 Pruffians could 
ruin an Army of above 60,000 Men. | Laft Night 
300 Waggons came hither, loaded with wounded 
French and Swi/s, who are in great Diftrefs for Want 
of a fufficient Number of Surgeons. This Day we 
are informed from Merfeburg, that the: Number of 
Prifoners amount already to 10,000. The Peafants 
of Gotha and Thuringe bring in Numbers of them, in 
Refentment of the bad Treatment they have met 
with from theFrench: They add further, that the Vic- 
tors have taken, ‘in all, 164 Pieces of Cannon. *Tis 
not to be doubted, but that their whole Force will 
now fall upon §yfurth. 
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